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Reinec

ke's

Plea to

Drop Case
‘Washington

Lieutenant Governor Ed
Reinecke of California testi-
Jied yesterday that federal
prosecutors who  have
brought a perjury . indict-
ment iagainst him implied
they would not do so if he

cooperated in their investi- |

gation.”

One of the prosecutors de-
nied that- any threats or
deals were extended to Re-
ineeke.

Reineeke testified at a
pre-trial hearing at which

U.S. District Judge Barring- -

ton Parker said he would
hear final arguments this

morning ; on motions by the
lieutenant governor’s attor- |

neys to dismiss. the three-
count indictment or, failing

that, shift the- trial to San :

Francisco or Sacramento.
Reinecke, a candidate for
the GOP nomination for
governor of California, testi-
fied that he first met with
Joseph- J. Connolly, an as-
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sistant Wateijgaté;\ prosecu-
tor, last July 30 and was told

that “‘if I wanted to preserve -

my credibility I ought to
stop talking to the press . . .
_“There was a possibility I
could be more helpful to
them as a constructive ma-
terial witness than as a de-
fendant,” he said. %

“Did you get the impres-
sion you might not be prose-
cuted?” asked one of his at-
torneys, James E. Cox.

Reinecke said ‘It was cet-

tainly implied by Mr. Con- -

nolly . . . thatIwas margin-
al in.the entire arena.”
Reinecke ,was indicted on
three  counts' of perjury on
April *3. The charges ac-
. cused him of lying to the
. Senate Judiciary Committee
during hearings which dealt
with the International Tele-
| phone “&. Telegraph Co., its
antitrust settlement, and ef-
' forts to have the 1972 Repub-.
lican’ National Conventip
held in San Diego.
Reinecke, 50, played ake
role in convention negotias
‘tionss The site later ‘was
shifted to Miami Beach.
. Frank Pagliaro Jr., who
- represented Reinecke ilp-un-
J til the time of his jindict-
| ment, produced
i which’ he wrotesh
~a meeting" g, s
~ which he quoted the prose-
cutors: “They said the lieu-
tenant governor is in real

trouble. ana tney may pe
willingi:to: trade an iindict-
ment -for: perjiury in ‘ex-
change for his cooperation
and testimony.”

Richard Davis, represent-
ing the Watergate prosecu-
ror’s office, questioned Pag-
liaro at length about why he
never raised the suggestion
of an agreement prior to Re-
inecke’s indictment.

“I believed that I- was

- dealing “with fellow mem-

bers of the bar, that T was
dealing with honorable
men,” Pagliaro said. “My
client and I were in a ver
touchy situation . . .

“I didn’t want to prejlidice
my client’s position by yell-
ing ‘foul.” We were ini a very
delicate situation where we
had " been cooperating 'all
along and I did.not want to
jeopardize that position,’” he
said: - :

Pagliaro
that he

My

acknowledged
had repestedly

pressed the prosecutors for .

a prompt decision, saying

. that Reinecke might be gov-
rerned in his own political
‘course by whether

he was
indicted or not. : 7
‘Reinecke said he Swould
like to be tried in California
— if he is to face trial at all
—-and-cited a-public opinion
survey .-which he gaid
showed that 80 per cent of
the people in the capital

area believe that anyone
whoi§ indicted is guilty.

- Before Reineckel took the
stand; - Connolly denied cate-
gorically that he had made
any threats or offered’ leni-
ency in return for Rei-
necke’s cooperation.

“I .don’t remember Mr.
Pagliaro  making' any
suggestions that he- (Re-
inecke) mnot be indicted,”
said Connolly. b

But Cennolly said “it was
clear: to me that what Mr.
Pagliato wanted was that
his - client wouldn’t be
charged.” '

Connolly said he warned
Pagliaro that - Reinecke

could be indicted in the

case.’ ,

“Did you tell Mr. Pagli-

aro that the investigation
was proceeding rapidly and -
if Reinecke wanted to coop-
erate ‘he had better do it
right -away?”’ Connolly was
asked..
The. prosecutor replied
that he' did not have any rec-
ollection of making that re-
mark. When Cox pressed
for aiyes orno answer, Con-
nolly said, “I didn’t make a
statement that it was a now
or never situation,”

Conmnolly said Pagliaro re-
peatedly - indicated that he
wanted to. cooperate fully
with the prosecutor’s office.
He said that Pagliaro-told
him that Reinecke wanted to
“‘open up office files” to us.

“Mr. Pagliaro believed
that Mr. Reinecke’s coopera-
tion would result in us hav-

" ing a favorable: opinion of

him,” testified Connolly.

Associated Press



