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WMost Readers Support Call|

ffor President to Resign
=::0r to Be lmpeached

' MTlmes——~—-
v BySETHS KING

Z Spcc‘ial to The New York Txme.s .

. CHICAGO May IZ—The Chi-
cago Tr xbune has been deluged-
by .the. .greatest- :inpouring - of

mail and telephone calls in half)

&-Cenfury’ since the pubhcatlon

longer fit to-be -President and
should resign-or be impeached.

These statements by readers
léYe shown' ‘that - many Mid-
westerners still, felt the Presi-
denat should not.be attacked.

But.a-majority applauded The

, Tribune’s stand.
*~An enthusiastic supportér of
Brésident Nixon throughout his

first. term_and for more than|

a hundred years a major voice
of » Midwestern- conservatism,

The Tribune surpriséd many of|
s, readers With ‘its frank dis-

gust over the Presxdents ac-
tions as. depicted- in the Water-

gate transcnpts, which the pa-|

per pu‘bhshed in’ fuill last week.
By last rught “the paper re-
ported. receiving . about 4,000

letters and calls on the . edi-|

torial.-Of thesg, some 2,100. -ap-
proved, while about 1900 de-
plered it some.in. bitter.. terms.
At first, the calls-ran .10 to.l
agamst ‘the- editorial, . but by
_____ .Thursday . the flow. had
turned in favor of. The TrLbune s
§tan

'Had to Be Said?. o

been:-consistent -supporters of
M- Nixon;”- Clayton -Kirkpat-
rick. editor of the paper, said.
“But: ‘we felt ‘deeply:. that ‘it
Was, something that had to be
sald “without ~ waiting
19 er.”

And: digested them, Mr. Kirk-

patrick said, ‘they were “dis- :
red” that the President ‘was|, .

petk
willt Ing even’ "to listen to dis-
gpssions’  of ' payoffs - and
1 schemes for cover-ups.

¢ountry, nor ‘was ‘there an;
demonstration of thé moral an

gthmal principles we expect af:

resident to have,” he went on.
. Mr. Kirkpatrick ‘$aid ‘that ‘on
;[‘,uesday when  the

vide .no. more. mfgrmatmn on|:

Watergate and was ready for
a .court confrontation on the
question, “the

W knew: we would. ahenate
someﬂﬁ our. readers who have|.

any

‘- When' the seven membeérs of .
The Tribune’s editorial board|:
. had. read all of the transcripts '

White |!
House announced it would pro-i

Ttoliched.”

. +“This meant that whatever
judgment we were to make, |
according to the White House,

-was to be made on the trans-

ccripts and on the President’s

~own statement on his income
- taxes,” he said.

. Tribune, that he belieed the

trigger was),

i always ‘espolise’ the principals |

. B4 “We auwr thete Wag litte - of “the Republican, party, but

. Concern for the welfare of this| .

: we kgndossed ‘more

over it,” Mr) Kirkpatrick -said,

Tant, -oftén used as a
-eter, testing propoqa.lg by ‘ask:

Tuesday eveningi Mr. Kirk-

“patrick told Stanton —Capk,

chairman and publishef of “Tie,

paper should publish an edi-
torial saying Mr. Nixon -should
be removed froni’ offlce be~
cause he was unfit: - ’ ]
On Wednesddy mm‘nmg, the
two' met with John McCutch-}
ean, editorial.page -editor. The|
three were in full agreement
in calling for such an edi-
torial, Mr. Kirkpatrick said.
The matter was then —dtscussed }
with the full editorial board.
“There was no agonizing

“The board was upanimous_in
its desire to publish the editor-
jal the next morning: Two
members of the board wrote it.
There has been nothing in the
36 years I've been on the Trib-
une that has- provoked - as
much reaction as this.”

~Joseph Medill, founder of
The Tribune}: helped Abraham
Lincoln found: the Republican
party, Mr.: K1rkpatrack noted, |
and for well. over: a century.
the paper has: supported, for|
the most :-part, -Republican
causes,

‘But the newspaper, he- saxd
was not an organ of the’Re-
publican party and its editors
did not participate in party
affairs. }
Attacked in Peoria P

thé~
town that John D. Ehrhch- |
;man, former. Presidential assist-|

in
Star Journal of Pebria,

baro_ :

ing, “But wxll it pday ‘
Peor1a9" e :
‘'The .k&d oma! i The Star
Journal long a leon sttpporter
charge .
“talked _out thlowmg John
Mitchell “ar:somebody lery
to have their own' .skin heﬁi\
just talked about-it. The Trxb :
une appear to have done" 1t g
The Star Journal editorial ac-
cused The Tribune of; dmng
this to save the Republican
party.-
The Peoria paper” said it
¢ed with The Tribuhe that
‘ N_xxon was “‘devious.”|

pea able offense and that the]
couptry could live with it."

edill *expréssed - the “hope
that Thé Chicago Tibune would

he ‘also said the paper should
never blindly . suppart. Repub-|
hcan can‘dxdates, Mr. Klrkpat—

the - prxm;iry this spring,
Demograts
than we did- Republicans,” he
sald “In 1968*We did endorsel-
%he: full G.0.P. slate®®But thatf
probablv will be the last time
e ever do that.”
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