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Vould Be Pleased’

To Run Against Ford

Washington

Democratic National
Chairman Robert S. Strauss
sharply criticized Vice Presi-
dent Gerald R. Ford yester-
day and said his party would
be “very pleased” to run
against Ford in the 1976
presidential election.

Strauss -said that instead
of touring the couniry at-
tacking the Democratic Con-
gress, “I think he’d be bet-
ter disposed if he added to
the public confidence in.the
institutions of this govern-
ment.

“He could . . . be occupys

ing that Oval Office hims‘elf,\

you know,” added Strauss in
an interview with the Na-
tional Public Affairs Center
for Television. Public Broad-
casting Service stations will
air the program fonight.

The reason Democrats
would Yke fo run against
Ford, Strauss said, is “he’s
been on the wrong side of
enough issues.

“I think he’d give us a
choice,” the' Democratic
chairman added. “He’s a de-
cent man . .. I think he un-
derstands the issues from a
Republican point of view
rather well. I don’t think he
understands the issues, as I
© would articulate them. very
well af all.”

Strauss said alse that
Ford “makes & major mis-

Agnew's In
Greece on

‘Business’

Athens

Former Vice President
Spire T. Agnew arrived in
Greece alone yesterday on
what he called “private busi-
ness” without further ex-
planation.

Agnew’s quiet, almost un-
neticed arrival was in mark-
ed contrast to the hero’s
welcome he received on his
arrival here three years ago.

“I am on business,” Agnew
told reporters who met him
in the bar of his hotel. When
asked to elaborate, he said,
“private,” and abruptly end-
ed the conversation.

United Press

take when he tries {0 blame
everything on CREEP” —
the Committee to Re—elef‘t
the President.

“Well, he waited several
years to . be critical of
CREEP.” Strauss went on.
“He didn’t say a word about
them

considered for vice presi-

dent. He didn’t say a word-

about them when he was tes-
tifying. He didn’t say a word
about them when they were

when he was being

oper dtmd
- ‘*As a matter of fact,” he
added, ‘‘he was involved

with it, and best I recall,
spoke for them and dld
other thmcrs 2

Strauss - noted that Ford
said three weeks ago “he
was terribly concerned
about the do-nothing Demo-
cratic Congress.

“Three weeks later he
comes out and he says now
he’s concerned about a legis-
lative dictatorship,” Strauss
said, asking, ‘“How do you
move  from a do-nothmg
Congress to alegislative dic-
tatorship?™ .

On other subjects. Strauss

said:
@ President Nixon *‘is in
deeper trouble today than he
was last week and the week
before” because of the edited
Watergate transcripts. He
refused to call for Nixon’s
resignation saying he favors
use of the Constitutional im-
peachment process, but add-
ed ‘‘things change and I
might change in that.”

e He and his old mend‘

John Connally, the Texas
Democrat governor -turned
Republican presidential as-
pirant, ‘““don’t see €ach other
any more.” Asked about the
milk fund controversy in-
velving Connally, Str auss

declined to discuss details’

but said “T've never known

John Conmnally to do any-
thing dishonorable in hl‘?
life.”

e Alabama Governor
George C. Wallace “eould be
nominated” by the Demo-
crats in 1976. However, he
declined for the most parf to
discuss the 1976 presidential
Democratic race, saying he
plans to preside over the
party fin such a way that
any man who wants to seek
the nomination for the presi-
dency in‘our party will have
a chance to do so, and each
one havmg an equal chance.”
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