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The first. stirrings.of what is likely to become a con.

certed Republican' effort to

remove President Nixon

from office before impeachment runs its course have

.emerged in reaction tex ithe Watergate transcrlp*ss

“Theres*an awful lot of pulling and hauling going on, »
says House Mmorl’cy Leader John Rhodes of ‘Arizona;

who ~disclaims any role in a
plot. to convinee Mr. Nixon he
must resign. :

“The most plopmous time
to convince him to Tesign
would be now,” said House
GOP Conference Leader John
Anderson of Illinois. ¥Ohee
the impeachment resolution is
voted on. the lines may’ have
hardened again and the Pr,e51-
dent may have been persuaded
that he can last a little
10ndem 3 s .

What is.fueling the Repubh~
can defections, in addition to
the revulsion to the Watergate
transeripts, is a feeling that
ultlma‘(ely the President can-
not survive. If this is true,
Republicans arz saying pri-
vately, the President should
make it easy on beth the coun-
try and his party by qulttmg
now.

J{o should spare the nation
Anderson -

oné last agony.”
said. “He Has himself so often

used the argument about the

importance. of the preserva-

tion-of the presxdency, that we*®
are entifled to use it now!
against him. If he is capable|

of a lastact of nobility, he

shouid resign.”

Anderson holds the _view ,'
shared by many other Repubh-»,
cans that Sen. Barry Goldwa-
‘terof Arizona is “the key, the
catalyst” to convincing Presi
dent Nixon to resign voluntar- |:
ily. :

Sen. Goldwater has a spe-|
cial ' relationship hecause. he
has heen a presidential nomi-
nee,” says Anderson. “And

her- Republicans wre sus-
nected’ of merely self-interest
if they now urge Mr. Nixon to
quit, ‘while’Goldwater is above|
that sort’ of“suspicions. .

Anderson said he feels sure|
that ‘someone may be talking
to! Goldwatet' about the possi-
blhty of: talkitigi*fo thes Presi~

-dent;” but e said -he had no
specmc mformatlon hodes
said he has discussed the“issue
with Goldwater i in the past but

' that rio reason for resxgnatlon

‘and that he\ﬂms |

not “recet y 5
“no 1dea ‘he would do:
Goldwa d The Wash-

ington Post yesterday that he,_
does not--favor the idea of|

1g on the Presuient and
rging him to résign at this
time He said he had not been'

~See GOP, 45, Col. 1'

in touch*"»with party leaders

during the past few days’ al-|'

though “I  talk with John
Rhodes all the time.” Gold-
water said he continues to feel

has .been .shown buit that Mr.
Nixdn would surely resign: if
the House-‘ voted to 1mpeach
him, E

Among Repubhcans there
seems to be a ‘shared feeling
that neither 'Goldwateér nor

such other Républican Senate ;

leaders as Mmorlty Whip Rob-
ert Griffin would want to take
the lead in asking the Presi-
dent to° quit: before the evi.
dence that would impeach him
has even been presented ito
the House Jud1c1ary Commlt
tee.

C)ne 1nﬂuent1al Repubhcan
said  that any congressman
who went to Mr. Nixon and
asked him to qmt could: .be

“hung out to dry in his' own|

party” if the President turned
him down and then leaked the
story. - g

And the unmistakable sig-
nals from the White House
vesterday were that the Presi-
dent has no intention of step-
ping.down at this time, which
would at least seem to mean

office are: developmg on Capi-

until there is a better vote
count in the Senate than any-
one has now.

“He’s' hot going Lo ‘be pres-
sured out of office)” said
White House chief of staff Al-
exander M.. Haig Jr. g any-
'thing,” there is_a.greater con-
viction here that’the system
must work its' way. To do any-

‘thing else would do serious
o damage 2%

Halc' 1nslsted that the White
Hous’e"was -not' surprised by
the 'depth and. extent of: the
anti-Nixon sentiment in the
wake of the Watergate tran-
scripts.

“It has been embarrassmg
and shocking to a lot of people
as - the - President knew it
would be,” Haig said. But the
White House chief of staff
said that for the President to
vield to the reaction by resig-
nation would change the
American system of govern-
ment to a parliamentary one
and undermine the confidence
of foreign nations.

“We just can’t succumb to
the firestorms of pubhe opin-
ion,” Haig said.

Nevertheless, despite the
Whlte ‘Hoftise stiffening. of re-
sistance to - es1gnat10n de-
mands, thele are mdlcatlons
that the first ‘stages of a qui-|
etly concerte -move. to con-;
vince Mr. Nixon ‘he muist leave

ol Hill,
One - version suggested by a
knowledgesble Republican

would be for Rhodes, Senate
Minority Leader Hugh Scott
of Pennsylvania, Goldwater
and House Minority Whip Les-
lie Arends of Ilhnms to call on
the President.

 But in the version presented
by this Republican this action
would oceur right after “the
bells of the impeachment vote
ring in the House” and not be-
fore.

Haig pointed. out that nei-
ther Scott nor‘Rhodes had ac-
tually called . for the Presi
dent’s resignation. This' IS' ac-
curate as far as it goes| but
both" ’R;epubhcan leaders made
many of the same.points that
were cited by such newspa-
pers as the 'Chicago Tribune
and the Los Angeles Timés in|.
calhng for the Presulent to
quit.

'Scott said that the ,tran-
scripts reveal “a - deplorable
shabby,~ disgusting.. and im-
moral performance .. . by
each of those” who took part
in the discussions., -




