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dn nation’s capltdl a litany of

Analys;s

By Robert Boyd and Loye Miller Jr.
nght News Service

WASHINGTON — A sense of impending doom” swept
over this jittery capital last week — perhaps-the worst
week in Rlchard Nixon’s tumultuous career.

Evten more than during the Saturday nght Massacre
last October, there was a feeling that this was a cr1sxs _that
he could not survive. ;

As the impert of the President’s Watergate tr ansu 1pts
sank in around the country, great gaping cracks opened in
the bedrock of the Nixon constituency — the solid conserva-

tive voices of Middle America and the Republican legions’

in .Congress who are his dwindling hope of staving:off im-
peachment

- “There is a landslide gomU on up here,” said a Repubu- ’

can senator from a conservative border state.

“Impeachmen‘c is a foregone conclusion,” said a party
leader from the Middle West.

The omninus new, note is that the pressure is now com-
ing from Republican pohncans who see the sacrifice of the
President as their only hope of aveiding disaster at the
polls this November and who are already dlscussmg ways
to persuade himtor es1gn

They are emboldened by the dlsllluswnment of long-
time Nixon oracles like the Chicago Tribune, the Los Ange-
les Times and the Omaha World Herald and a swelling tide
of antl-leon feeling from ordinary Americans. ;

- House Repubhcan Leader John Rhodes said his mail is
runnmg eight-to-one against the Presulent most of it-call-
ing for hlm 10 resign.

Senate Assistant Repubhcan Leader Robert erffm sald =

ms man TS 10-to-1 agamst the President.

g

he fr end was clear in the comment of M’CD]H “Huck“
Boyd, Republican national commltteeman from Kan,sas, a

member of the GOP national executive comm1ttee and a
party loyalist, for 40 years. gl

A Week ago, before he read the tr anscrlpts Rggd said
he didn’t think they would make much difference ¢ omc11ange
anyone’s mind. \“'

But affer reading some of them. B*oyd said e was -

“shocked” at the ‘“‘evasive tone. . . . The President’s fail-
ure to express moral indignation. ' &
. a5

I feel

“As a longtime party worker and party 0tf1c1a1 ‘
etray-

dirtied by it all. I almost feel a sense of personal
al,” Boyd said.

A top North Dakota Republican echoed: “If Iwere the
President, I'd start packing. The gold is turning tormud all
over the place. People know my loyalty, and so they’re as
polite as they can be when they talk to me, and they’re still
completely negative. I can only imagine how rough*they Te
talking .among themselves.” :

A veteran California party professional sald“there has
been nothmg but negative reaction, and it’s gomg from bad
to worse: A lot of people think the President is in trouble
who didn’t think so a week ago. At the least this. means that
he’ll be 1mpeached Beyond that, I'm not sure.”

Among Congressional Repubhcaus
pamc VS@S spreadmg

Rep. Charles Whalen (R.-Ohio), Who hosted a meeting
of about a dozen liberal Republicans in his office last

a mood of.near-

~ despair fills the

air

Wednesglwy .said, ‘“you can ]ust smell it all over the place——
1 mpel ed with panic.”

Whaler’s so:called ‘Wednesday Group” discussed ways:
of organiZifig” a delegation of national leaders who’could

call on the President and suggest that he resign for .the

good of the country and the party.

“There isa mounting feeling - among all Republican
House members that he (Nixon), has Jjust: got to go,” Wha—
len declared.

A batch of conservative House Republicans known as
the SOS group caucused to discuss a similar proposal. And
Senate Republicans were also engaged in similar emer
gency planning. , :

As the storm mounted and the House Judiciary Com-
mittee began formally hearing evidence that could lead
to the President’s impeachment, the White House main-
tained its iron insistence that he will never, never quit. -

Nevertheless there were signs of alarm and dlsu,our—-
agement in Nixon’s circle. One top aide said it was 0b~ B
viously a mistake to have released the transcripts, that
the President would have been better off detfying the Ju-'
diciary Committee subpoena. '

One GOP senator said the: erosion ‘is so rapid’ that
“even they (the White House) might have to realize that
there is no way they can hold the votes over here.” =

He was referring to the 34 votes (one- thlrd plus one di’

'the Senate’s 100 members) that Nixon. would have to*Hold -

to . keep from- bemg removed from office after a Senate

trial.




