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New Yorl.c

Evangelist Billy Graham
said yesterday that the Wa-
tergate affair has put Amer-
ica in a grave situation.

He wurged prayers that
both the House Judiciary
Committee and President
Nixon will take the right
steps.

Graham, a  long-time
triend of Mr. Nixon, said of
the present circumstances
facing the President:

4“1 think from knowing
him, if ‘he’s the same man T
used to know, I think he will
put what’s best for the coun-

ham's

try above everything else. I
think he will look at it from
the long view, the historical
view, and do what he thinks
best to protect the presiden-
¢y and the country.”
Graham paused, and add-
ed, “I hope that’s going to
be his position.- The Nixon T

know has a great love ‘of .

country, a great dedication
to it.”

“We ought to pray for the
country,” he said. “We ought
to pray for the Judiciary

~Committee, that  God “wil

give it wisdoti. "We ‘ought to
pray for the President; that
he will be given the wisdom

do 2%

With  the committee
launching its impeachment
inquiry and Mr. Nixon under
new political pressures to
leave- office, the evangelist
said *‘the whole country is
Jfacing a very serious -situa-
tion” in regard to ifs-influ-
ence in the world.

~ Events and ﬁi‘dblems

move ahead “‘and the situa- .

tion in Germany, Britain,
France and elsewhere de-
mand - strong American lead-
ership,” he said in a tele-
phone interview from Phoe-
nix, where he is holding a

to do what God wants him to _
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week’sTGrusade: ..

~ THe evangelist said that,

. ecause of the heavy schad-
ule of his crusade, in vhich
he is preparing a new ser-
mon f for eachnight, he has

not . read the transcripts of

White. House conversations
released by Mr.' Nixon and
won’t comment in detail un-
til ‘he does. .

However, in regard to the
numerous “expletives” de-
leted from the text, Graham
said:

“It’s not the language I've -

ever heard him wuse. How-
ever, around me, most pres-
idents have been careful in

their usee of profamity. Tt
like- whens I.go in a locker
room,+ somebody says,
‘Shhh, here comes Billy Gra-

ham.” Most people’s talk -

around a clergyman is a lit-
tle differnt.”

However, he added, “The
Lord is listening all the
time. The Lord has got his
tape recorder going from
.the time vow’re born until
you die. He not only knows
what you say, but your
thoughts and intents. And all
these are - going to be
brought to light in the judg-

ment.”
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