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Confusnbﬁ Over Ne

5 Washington

"The White House said yes-
terday atht it is ‘“‘at aloss”
to explam an apparent dis-
ctepancy in the transer’’pt
of one of the recorded con-
versations turned over last
week to the House Judiciary
Committee, which is study-
ing the possible impeach-
ment of President Nixon.

The New York Times has-

reported that although the
transcript noted that the
meeting last year, between
Mr. Nixon and several of his
aides, lasted from 1:57 p.m.
until 3:43 p.m, the last line
of the transcripts mcluded

the icommfent that “it is
3i16)
‘After  investigating, a

White® House spokesman
concéded that “we do mnot

know at this time” the ex-

planation for the missing 27
minutes. ¢ -

“We're at aloss, but we’re

"still trying to figure some-

thing out,” he said.

Another White House offi-
cial who studied the 27-
minute discreF%ncy yester-
day conjectured that “there
very possibly could have
been some error in the logs
that were maintained of the
President’s meetings by the
White House staff. ‘

Both the House Judiciary
Committee- and the special
Watergate -prosecutor ' have
asked the White House for
such logs as an aid to their
mvestlgatlons o

The White House official

emphasized that it is orly |
his “conjecture’’that theiex- |
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cy may lie in an error in the
written log of the meeting’s
duration, rather than in any
possible excision in the tran-
script or the tape from
which itwas made.

But he pointed out that the
House committee and Leon
Jaworski, the special prose-
cutor, have possessed for
several months the tape
recordings of the meetings
on March 22, 1973, and he
speculated that if any sign
of tampering with the
recording has been found ,“I
would guess there would
have been a hearing or
something else.”

The official added that his

w Tape Gap

suspicion that the meeting
actually ended at 3:16 p.m.
is consistent with a notation
in a separas log of the
President’s telephone calls
kept by ‘the White House
switchboard. That log says
that Mr. Nixon called a ‘“for-
eign leader” at  3:28 that
same -afternoon, the official
said.

Although, he has no way of
knowing for certain, the offi-
cial said, he believes that
“that call would not have
been placed in the presence

of” the Nixon aides who at- |

tended the meeting in ques-
tion.
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