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President Nixon, refusing
to provide additional Water-
gate evidence to either /the
House Judiciary Committee
or the special Watergate
prosecutor, yesterday broke
off all negotiations on the
matter.

The refusal to obey a com-
mittee subpoena probably

will provoke a constitutional

‘confrontation with Congress,
the President’s special coun-
sel, James D. St. Clair, ac--
knowledged. But he said he

believes any committee yote ,
‘Railsback (Rep-111.) called

on . impeachment would
“stop on the floor of ‘the
House of Representatives,”

Mr. Nixon’s new hard line’
. also is likely to result in a
legal fight with special Wat-
ergate prosecutor Leon Ja-
- worski that could bring the
Supreme Court into the im-
peachment battle. St. Clair
said the President' has in-
structed him to take the
case to the Supreme Court if
necessary. :

St. Clair has said thatthe
President has handed over
all relevant tapes, and yes-
terday he told reporters that
the President has instructed
him to inform both Jaworski
and the Judiciary Commit-
tee that no additional infor-
mation will be provided.

On April 19 the Judiciary '
3 v who claims no. direct: know-

- Committee requested tapes
and other records of 142 con-
versations dealing with Wat-
ergate, as well as with brib-
ery charges involving cam-

*ocrats on the

; p-ublican» party. ”’

ield

national Telephone and Tele-

graph' Corp. and the dairy.
industry. 2

The committee, already

~has notified Mr. Nixon it

congiders him to be in non-

compliance with a su‘bpoenAa

to produce tapes of 42 presi-

- dential conversations relat-

ed fo the Watergate cover-
up ‘
Instead of sending tapes,

Mr. Nixon furnished edited - @ Jaworski spokesman.

transcripts of some, but not

ations,

i

After Mr. Nixon’s firm re-
fusal to provide -additional
information, the committee
is almost eertain to issue ap
additional Subpoena.

The immediate reaction of
Republicans as wel] ag Dem-
l committee to
St. Clair’s announcement

was one of dismay. .

Representative Thomas F,

the ‘decision’ “mogt unforty-
nate” and said, “It’g certain
to provoke a confrontation
\@th the.Judiciary Commit-

- tee, the end resuit of which

will certainly be bad for the
country ‘as well as the Re.

Only Morii . Clair had
indicated that a compromise
with Jaworski . was\in the
works, * but yesterday: St.
Clair said the President di-
rected him to tell the prose-
cutor he would get rione of
the tapes of the 64 conversa-
tions he had subpoenaed.

- St. Clair said Mr. Nixon
instructed him to proceed
with a motion in U.S. Dsi-
triet Court to quash the sub-

i poena.

A White House source,

ledge of yesterday’s devel-
opment, theorized th ?,t"
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White House attorneys were
~Sincere Monday: in believing
they could work out what St.
Clajr called an “adjust-
ment” on the Jaworski sub-
poena’® e

But the President appar:

~ently suddenly shut off the,,
. matter, the source said.

] hush m‘onéy.f 18

We're going to litigate,”” .
was the only comment from '

£e

Jaworski apparently had
tried to resolve the matter.

- with §t. Clair in hopes of

headin goff what promises
to be a wrenching court bag-"*
tle — akin to the prolonged
litigation that culminated inx
the " firing of Jaworski’s"
predecessor, Archibald Cox,.,
last October. WaE

St. Clair speiled out the
President’s position in a-
30-minute briefing - with re:-
porters, during which he re=*®
peatedly said Mr. Nixon =
teels he now has told “the -
whole Watergate story.” g

Concerning the White .
House - edited transcripts; -
St. Clair said “The Presi-
dent made personally each'
‘and every decision with re--
spect-to what would be tak--
en out of these and leftin, It™
took a great deal of efforton
his part because he felt it.
was his responsibility.” = |

John M. Doar, special”
counsel to the Judiciary:
Committee, has said hig"’
staff found inaccuracies in
the transcripts, based on
studies of tapes of some con--
versations the committes
had obtained before issuing
its subpoena. i

Among 19 tapes turned
over to the committee by the
White House earlier were
sveral taps of conversa-
tions covered in the tran-
seripts, including one of-a.
crucial March 21, 1973, con-
versation = on payment of

T

‘Asked . ab_qut a 1?éport by

- tained inaccuracies on every

"any.

one committee source’ that
the 2archi2l transeript coni

5

page, St. Clair said: A
“I would doubt that, but

-they have had thedMarch 21
- tape for many weeks now.

Listening to a tapeis avery

difficult problem at best,

Whatever variances there
are between on listener and
anothr, I'm perfectly confi-.
dent they do not change'the-
plain, clear meaning of the
conversation.” b

b (o
St Clair said the Presic
dent is willing to let commits *
tee Chairman Peter W. Ro-"
dino; Jr. (Dem.-N.J.) and-
Representative E dward.
utchinson ((Rep.-Mich.) i
the ranking minority mem- .
ber of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, listen to the tapes to
authenticate them. H
But St. Clair said Mr, Nix-~
on will refuse any access {o |
the tapes by Doar or minori-
ty counsel Alpert E. Jenner
Jr. because they are not

elected officials.
|

Rodino and other commit-
tee members have said that
for them to listen to the®
tapes would be an unsatis<
factory arrangement foy s
several reasons, including:*

| thati as Congressmen they dg «

not have the. time to do this’
Also, they say, Doar and
Jenner are better preparett ¢
to Listen to the tapes because -
they have led the investiga-

tion:: ;

Clair said he is not “in- -

V. Wway indicating an un- =
- willingness to produce more:

3

information” on the ITT and: ..

dairy industry matters, but
that “the principal concern
of ‘the American ‘People is.
Watergate.” :
He said the committee had -
been “quite specific” in its .
requests in the TT'Tand milkr«
fund areas and the White
House is corfsidering the re- -
quests. St. Clair said materi-
al he considers relevant
would be
presented. to the President
“and I have every confi-.
dence he will release it.” il
St. Clair said that in refy- -

ST

sing to comply with a Judici- -,

prepared and

ary ecommittee subpoena, - -

the President would invoke: .

“Confidentiality, executive. .,
privilege, whatever form
you want to take.” But ha

indicated uncertainty about

the constitutionality of sucl o

a claim.

Rodino, asked -if another

subpoena will be issued in

view of St. Clair’s com-

TIIENLS, ~ SdIu; T IIeTe s T

question’ at some point Wi,
will *be considering thdat - -
question. We’ve made our:.-
position clear in the Fast -, -
that we canit ver well carry. .

out our responsibilities!-.

without. the full Watergate. , -

information.
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