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The Central - .Intelligence.

.| Agency switched files on thel

FBI, we have now learned, ina
dehberate attempt to mlslead

E the G-men. who were mvestlgat-_ i
, mg the Watergate break-in.

~The agents had discovered
from the grand jury testimony
that Mrs. James McCord; wife of
the . Waterbugger, had ‘burned
some of her husband’s papers

after he was arrested msxde the

Watergate on'June 17, 1972.

Aceording to the tesnmony,'
‘Fsomeone named - Penmngton'

who had served with:McCord in
‘the CIA; had been present a’c the

. burnmg

This led to-a'routine FBI re-

quest for a CIA file on Penning-

ton,: which threw CIA offi¢ials

mto 4 panie. For Lee Penning-|

ton, a CIA ¢onsultant, not: only
‘had been: ‘present but-had par-

| ticipated : in ' the; Jburning. - A
faithful .CIA. man; he -had re-

ported the- mcxdent to his supe~
riors. ;
Penmngton later testxﬁed

[ that he had driven'to the Mc-

Cord home—-—as a friend of the

family, not as a CIA mformant—-_
| after the Watergate arrest. Pen-

nington -found . Mrs. “Mc€ord

burning papers and joined i in,]

although ‘he insisted ‘that noth—

ing sensitive had been fed to the‘

flames. :
The last tHing the CIA wanted

was: to be linked to the Water-|"
gate incident, So the CIA sent|y

the FBI a file on Cecil Penning-
ton instead of Lee Pennington.

By ‘a.coincidence, Cecil Pen-

nmgton once had also been as-

"y socidated w1th McCord m the
(CIA..

Our’sourcessay it was ng' ac 1

claim’ it was dehberate obstruc-

nlzed that Cecil Pennmgton had:
nothing whatsoever to.do with.
Watergate.. Still. susplcmus the

sources, the CIA dodged.
Investngation Squelcheéd-Dis:

Stennis-(D-Miss.); “the “Penta-
gon’s ~ foremost’ ehate -¢Ham-

retary ‘William P Clemenfs.
Sources ‘privy to the inéident
say’ Clements pnvately askedi
Stennis to intetvene. -

Clements had c¢omie:under fire]
from the Senate Commérce]
‘Commiittee for a-possible con=:
flict of interest.”Although he
'owns: stock: valued 'at.$100 mil-
lion in Sedeo,.a Dallas drilling
firm, he has presided at the Pen-
tagon over policymaking deci-
sions with regard tothe Alaskan
Naval Petroleum Reserve: - .-

His -company “is a bidder on
the pipeline that would be the
likely outlet:for oil should the
rich Alaskan reserve be'opened. |-
Clements hasiurged that“it be

veIopement

Magnuson (D-Wash)) to halt thi
investigation: ‘'of ' Cléfitents;]
claiming” Junsdlctlon for+ his

own Senate Armed SerV}ces

“{tesy, Magnuson ¢alled off the in- |

| Stennis.

FBI with the wrong file. “They| -
that the old man had askéd Mag+

ilecase.
Stenms

agentsaske on vmoreforclar—‘

ification.” But' again, 'say out |

‘quest) “He talks with Clements
141l the txme ", sald the spokes-

tinguished “old ‘Sen. John C.["

pion, intervened to kill aninves:}

tigation‘of Dépiity Defense Sec] ;
Jnocent. Sfennis noted' that €le- [
ents had removed himself from’

‘ever,” weprinted’ memes that

[ifvoil-decisions after e suppcs-
‘edly had removed himself. -

gency ' Erergy-- Action Group {

'Alaskan Naval-Petroleum Re-|

‘thrown: ‘open to commercla de-': ;
L dserve,: shelfers “sénmié of “the

|the last’ truly wild frontiers. -

1974

Commlttee Out of Senate cour—
'vestigation and turned 1t over to

Stennis éffice’ acknowledged ; ]
production. C S
A battlgis now ragmg in Con*yw
dress over the issue, with fSenu}
Adlai E. Stevenson III (D-IHH®
¢

nusdn’ té give up ‘the Clem#gnts
After; speakmg “with
however, a spokésthan
said he'could nelther confirm’
nor deny thiat-the' senatér had
intervened at . Clements'  re-

and Rep. John Moss D-Calitj
leadmg the fight to protect t_he
publi¢ interést on Alaska’ 's I
crative North Stope:
Washington WHirf—THi
fquittal of former Attorney Ge
eral John'N. Mitchell and“Co
merce Secretary Maurxce

man.
After ‘sur mqumee Stenms
hastily “put out’ a -statément
claiming” that ‘Hé “had- mvestx-
gated the alleged Clements con-}
flict and Rad foutid Clemerits inis| A 1115

is'wash’ t théxr case,’ i
re” are ' concerne& el

any decision-making regardmg
the oil Téserves. ©
In' an’ earlier ¢oluriin? how: |

: t:ee
agés. ‘They ‘are’ pamcularly
nervols ‘over the' case agamst
those who burglamzed ‘the"'o
fices of Daniel Elisberg’s ‘psy-.
chiatrist; which is being tried a
a‘civil-rights case rather'than
burglary Some of the Watergat :
lawyers fear that thlS is stretch—
mgalegal point. - -

The Amierican Electrie Powe
System, which ontetirged ta
overs, of _consumer-owned con

showed Clements still’ involved

‘Foptnote: * Meanyvhile,- conﬁ-v
dential” “Treasiry Department’
documents reveal that the Pres-
ident’s’ Cabinef-level-" Emer:

wants ‘to' open’ the Arctic Na-{;
tional Wildlife Refugé: o' com-
mercxaI oil developmerit? = "~
‘Thi$ refuge, which happéns to |
be located next to the oil«ich

gobblmg p ‘Foz‘t Wayne s mu
nicipal utility. B

firm has’ promised ghstemng
downtown b‘ullgimgs as.d carro;
te: 'Actually,the le:
deal ‘probably will mean hikes " .
in the Indiana city’s low:rates
partmularly for Jow-income el

erly people‘and blacks: '
- 01974 Umted Feature Syndicate, !nc

world’srarest animals o one of

“The* energy - group’s “recom:;
‘mendation; ~ preséntéd in @3
meémé meant for the'eyes only of
Treasury Secretary Wilham E




