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Transcrlpts Ind],cate leon Acted A alnfSt Cover Up
Only After It Seemed He Might Be an Accessory

By CAROL H. FALK
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET J OURNAL
WASHINGTON —President Nixon's Wat-
ergate transcripts indicate he decided to ex-
pose the cover-up only after it dawned on
him that he might be legally regarded an
accessory to it.

i In a strategy session with hls two top; -
aides April 14, 1973, Mr. leon, a lawyer, is,

Ehrlichman, that “once you are possessed
of a Teasonable body of knowle e, you
have an obligation to do something.”’ And
the President himself conceded durmg that
meeting that if knowledge of the Cover-up
ma.kes one guilly “‘then I have been. since a
week ago, two weeks ago.”

Among the things President Nixon knew
about at that time was a payment to one of
the ‘original Watergate defendants, E. How-
ard' Hunt, who had been blackmaillng the
Whrte ‘House by threa’temng to expose other

4

| Hi

warned by his cluef domestic adv1se;', John: i

“seamy things” he had done for Mr. Ehr—
lichman, The pros and cons of meetmg ‘the!
demand were discussed by Mr. Nixon
Masrch 21, 1973; in a meéting with his ¢oun-
sel, John Dean, and his chief of staff, H. R.
‘Haldeman. Mr, Nixon hasicontended he re-
jected the idea, but th#, transcripts show
him aclmowledgmg pmvately that - that'
wasn't quite the case. :

‘‘I suppose then we should have cut—shut
ity 01’f " he told Mr. Ehrhchman April 17,
1973, as the two reviewed the March 21 ses-
sioniin preparation for a public statement
on “‘major developmen’ts” in the: Watergate

{case.
Apnl 14 Review .

Whe fmsment moved to go pubhc
w1th hi ‘gate knowledge, it was be-

i over-up wouldn't last

who mlg’h‘t be unplwated as the coverup
unraveled: 313,

Ehrlichman: There.were 8 or 10 people
around here who knew about. thisjsknew it
{ was going'on. Bob knew, I knew, alll kmds of
people knew. o1l
President: Well, I knew it. I knew'lt'
E: And it was not a question ot whether

s

P: I must say though, I dldn’t k'how it
but T must-have assumed it though. But you
know, Iortuna;tely — I tha,nkvyou both “for!
arranging it that way and it does show the
isolation of the President, and here it’s not
50 bad -~ but the first time that I knew that
they had to have the money was the' time
when Dean told me they needed forty thou-
sand ‘dollars. I.had been frankly, (unintelli-
glble) papers on those little envelopes. I
didn’t know about the envelopes (un1ntellxg1- i
ble)"and all.that stuff.

K¢ The point is -that if Dean’ s, lf the
wrongdomg which justifies Dean’s dlsmlssa,l

isi hisi knowledge that that operation was
' going.'on, then you can’t stop with. him.
You've ‘got.to,.go. lthrough a,. whole place
wholesale. 4
P: Fire the whole staff
That March 21 hush money’ chscusslon,

v Aslnce Jbecome the most coptrover
e A
ently.worried him a good dea,l the fol-,
lowmg month.

- On Apml 14 the ‘President r;eca.lled
“Dean ask’ed “told me about the pfoplem_of,
1 S, This'was a few weeks ago.
d sixty ,_’thousa.nd or forty thousand

‘know: Where ‘you -can get
: fra,nkly ‘felt he might try,
St BT aidn’t Kniow whiere. And-then;

XA

he left it up with (former Attorney *Ge ral;

and 'alf &r (umntelhg'lble) "

Durmg another review of the blackmail
demand, Mr. Haldeman noted that’ ‘Someone
who knew about the March 21 conversatwn

“‘could jump in and then say, ‘yes, well that
was morally Wrong What you should have
said is that blackmail is wrong, not that it’s
too costlyy

Mr, Nixon tried to convince hlmSelf and
others that, even if he had fa,ﬂed to halt the
it it wasn’t illegal. “Frankly, not
knowing much about obstruction of justice T
thought it was perfectly proper" he told
Mr. Haldeman at one point; comparmg it to
legal defense funds -raised for such anti-
Vietnam‘war figures as the: Berngah’broth
ers and:the Chicago seven, 2

Motlve Became Crucial | it

The motlve ‘behind the payment to Hunt
became crucial as Mr., Nixon and ‘his two’
top aides. wrestled ‘Wwith what they would tell
the prosecutors and the public about their
own" knowledge of the Watergate jeover-up.
On April 17, shortly before Mr. N ixon S pub-
lic statement citing ‘“‘major developments”
in the case and 1nstruct1ng all Wh;te House
employes “fully to co-operate” with mvestl-
gators, this exchange took place,

P: Have you thought when you say be-
fore it gets to (unintelligible) thing out of

t

i

what the line ought to be — I don’t mean a|
lie — but ‘a line, on raising the money for |
these deféndants? Because both of’ you were

i And you were aware — you see you
can’t go in and say I didn’t knovsf what in

.hell he wanted the $250 for.

Haldeman No — I've given'a great deal

‘of thought (unintelligible)

- "P: Well'I wonder. I'm not-— look -~ I'm
concerned about the legal thing Bob, and so
forth. You'say that our purpose was: to keep |
them fromi talking to the press. ¢

E: Well, that was my purpose — ‘and be-
fore I get'too far-out on that, as, I'want to
talk to an’attorney and.find out what the
law is — which I have not yet done;

P #
sident and Mr Haldeman soqght,
- each ‘other Apnl 17 that" they|
weren’t actﬁrely involved in authonzlng the
paymentt Hunt: - .

r, did you?

: he
H: Absolutely not! I lsamd you got to talk

Watergate transcnpts, w

the way. “Have you given any thought to! |

juntil a rand jury drags them up there.

|| has? s'ince been indicted in comleemon with
[|the mveg;gg, l“feels that the next forty-eight

S somethmg you’'ve got Io
; TMitchell, — . hot + here —
There’s nothmg we can do about it here. ;

2 (to Enrlichman): We've got a pretty
good record on that one, John, at least,

On another occasion, Mr. Nixo;
| mented to' Mr, Ehrlichman something about
“*Dean rumbling around here and asking,
| you. and. Haldeman how about getting us
some ' money ' fof, Watergate defendants.
Damn. I can’t believe it. I can’t believe
they’d (umntelhg“lble) you for conspiracy if
you were’ asked for that. Maybe they
could.’l» Mr. Haldeman chimed in, ‘I —

- techmcally, I'm_ sure they could. Practi-

cally, it just seems awfully remote, but
maybe that's wishful thinking.” :

Mr. Nixon and his sides also dnscussed'
the importance of Hunt's testimony about!
the payment. Mr, Haldeman suggested }:hat
Hunt's purpose-getting his sentence re-
duced in exchange for. talking ~could. be
served even if he didn't say it was hush
money, and said instead he ‘“‘gave it to these|
guys I had recruited for this job’ and ‘that’
he “was concerned about their family.’’ Mr.
Nixon responded, ‘“That’s right, that’s ‘what
it ought to be and that's got - to be the
story,” that ‘“will e the defense of these
people, right?" "
Step Into Forefront | it :

By mid-April, fearing that the pro,seeu-,
tdrs or the press might break open the Wat-
'ergate case, Mr. Nixon made a ‘concerted;
effort to step into the foreffont. Up until
then the White House “investlgatxon" Mr.
Nixon has said he ordered appears to ‘have
concentrated more on getting® lnformatlon
from the prosecutors than on relaying‘mi’or-
mation to them.

For instance, on March 27, 1973 the
President and .Mr. Ehrlichman discussed
how to find out from Attorney General'Rich-
|ard Klemdxenst what the grand jury was up
to:

P Alright You ‘just tell Dick You see
the problem is;. there, that Dick ‘thinks I
jam — if he says-he has furnished the grand
jury things to the White House that there is

hat . a problem.
aware of what was going on you see — the E: It's a tender problem I think what he
raising of the money — you were aware of| ooy tqr .
it, righte ' P: No*you could say this otlir need -
o o Yes,

our mterest hére — . you could say is
whethervthere are’ any ‘White House people
mvolved here and we will move on them.

E: That’s nght “And the- President wants
to know.

P: That is the purpose. Not to protect

‘anybody, but to fmd out what the hell they
‘'are saylng

E: Absolutely “That is the -only basls on
Iwhich to g0,

P: What have you today" Get every day
so that we can move ‘one step ahead here. :
We want"to move. We are not going to wait i

On April 14, Mr. Ehrlichman gave Mr.
& "message from.- former presidential
special counsel Charles Colson, explaining,
“He wants you to be able to say aiterward
that'ﬁu cracked the case.” Mr. Co&)son, who

hours “‘are the lgst’ chance for the White
House to get out in front of this, and that




on {presumably, the grand

hman related.

step, they decided to relay to both Mr.
Mitchell and Jeb Magruder, a former Nixon
campaign official, the message that the
President wanted them to tell the truth to
the f)rosecu'bors. In Magruder’s case, they
found they were a little late because, it
turned out, he ha,!‘i already decided to. tell
all., | . - :

Nevertheless, the President urged' Mr.
Ehrlichman to go ahead and meet with Mr.

stand), that’s: the ballgame,”

Shortly after, the President and his men
started;to’ move on that advice. As a first|

Magruder because the purpose “‘was for
making ‘a record” and also because “we
woild like to get.the-hell what he i going to
say.” Mr, ,1}}_’ixorif}a'd,dedu\ “I.would particu-
plarly dikesto'get' what the ali&lauhe-‘iéjéﬁ;ng to
say about(former Haldeman aide ‘Gordon)
Strachan.’” And he suggested, ‘“You could
say, ‘look,’Jeb, I have to conduct this inves. |
tigation on the White House. Tell me what
you are: going to say.’ If he says Strachan
knows, ask him how he knows he knows:”
Two Versions of Article A
Mr. Nixon and his aides even cénjured
up two versions of the news magazine story
that they figured could result from the Ma-
gruder and Mitchell testimony:” = -«

_ E: “The White House may have:its cov-
er-up finally collapse last week when the
grand jury indicted John Mitchell and Jeb'
Magruder,” 5k

P: Right. B

E: “Cracking the case was. the testi-
mony of a number of peripheral witnesses
who, each of whom contributed to develop-
ing a cross triangulation and: permifted the
grand jury to amalyze it” and so on.and so’
forth. The. final straw that broke the camel’s
back was the investigators discovery of this
and thatand the other thing.” That’s one set
of facts. And then the tag on that, is “White
House Press Secretary Ron Ziegler said that
the White House would have no comment.”

" P: I know. I know. It can’t be ‘done.
- E: The other one goes: “Events moved:
Swiftly last week, after the President was|
presented with a; report indicating for the:
first time that suspicion of John Mitchell;
and Jeb Magruder as ringleaders ih' the:
Watergate break-in were facts substantiated
by considerable evidence. The President
then dispatched so and so to do this and that
and maybe to, see 'Mitchell or something of
that kind and these efforts resulted in
Mitchell going fo the U.S. attorney’s office |
on Monday morning at nine o’clock, asking
to testify before the grand jury. Charges of}

ally dispelled by the diligent efforts of the|
President and his aides in moving on'evi-|
dence which came to their hands in the élog-
ing days of'the previous week." ¥

P: I'd buy that.’ i
Mr. Mitchell was indicted in the Water-
gate matter this past March 1. Magruder,
who' began ‘co-operating with the prosecu-
tors -in April 1973, entered a formal guilty
plea last August. T odm

In any case, beginning April 14 the:tran-
seripts contain repeated references to the
need for the President to appear to be«{out
in front”i on the Watergate investiggtion.
“On the PR side I sure as hell am not going
to let the Justice Department step out:and
say look we dragged the White House in
here,” he declared to John Dean on/April 16,
In additionrtorhis fear that. the .Justice De-
Partment williget the credit for breaking the

cover-up by the White House were materi. |

| prosecutors “have told Dean that, ‘if he’ll

case, “I don’t want The Washington Post to

break’ 1WJE'he?:3§tQId,‘A‘us‘sﬁs‘bant Attorney Gen-
eral:Henry Pefersen in‘an’Aprili16 session.
“An Overstatement”’ s
(Even: the deferential Mr. Petersen
couldn't, quite accept all of the version the
President was rehearsing of how the case
was broken. When Mr, Nixon said, “I think
we should say which we have — that Ehr-
lichman and .afi — Friday the President
e the (inaudible) the Attorney General
‘Tesults of his own investigation, Would|
at be a fair account of that?” Mr. Peter-
sen replied, ‘“An overstatement.” ;
Yet later that same day, April 16,1973,
Mr. Nixon bragged to his aldes, “I'va got
Petersen on a short leash” and in a phone
call to Mr. Petersen he continued to press
him for information about the grand jury in-|"
vestigation, assuring: him that “anything
you tell me as I think I told you earlier, will
not be passed on” because “I know the rules
of the grand jury.” 3
Yet throughout that period Mr. Nixon
was sharing with Messrs. Haldeman and
Ehrlichman a key fact about the grand jury
investigation that he learned April 15 from
Attorney General Kleindienst—namely, that
John Dean might implicate Mr. Nixon’s two
closest'aides in the cover-up. i
‘However, Mr, Dean still was negotiating
a deal with the prosecutors, and Mr. Nixon
was assured by both the Attorney Gereral |
and Mr, Petersen -that the prosecutors
agreed they wouldn’t use what Mr. Dean
had told them if the deal fell through. -
At this point, Mr. Nixon apparently
began o realize that the granting of immu- |
nity to Mr. Dean, a standard’ prosecution |
negotiating tool for unraveling cmspiraé‘yf
cases, could be dangerous for his two clos-|
est assoc ‘%‘tes. Mr. Ehrlichman agreed, stat-/|
ing In an April 17 discussion that “the quid-/
r the immunity is to reach'one
all of us.” L o
, the prosecutors themsélves,
ond Teason to oppose immunity
1. White House officials because it
; 2 looked like a continuation of 'the
cover-up, indeed, even Mr, Ehrlichman ‘ob-
served, ‘I think you have to ask yourself
really, whether anybody in the White House
who doeg Wwrong, ought to get imrunity, no
matter. how many other people he tmipli-
calttes.” n . {‘
Working with Mr. Petersen, the Presi-
dent arrived at this passage to include in his
blic statement: “I have‘ex-
he appropriate authoritieSemy
M0 individual holding, in the'past|
Seft, a position of major impor-|-
e administration should be given

at statement, M. ~ Nixon'‘re-
his aides, ‘“Dean is the only one
n sink Haldeman or Ehrlichman.”
Two days later, in a meeting with attorneys
for Messrs. Haldeman and Ehrlichman,’the
President recounted that he thought the

—~ ifh get Haldeman and Ehrlichman
- he 8 immunity.’ ”’ And, Mr. Nixon

added, "'Sge, that's why —:I put out a state-
ment the n.g!é;q major tigure should be given
immunity:*” '




