)

Our Man Hoppe—gm

Liferal"fy;Event |

1974

ONE OF the most important literary
events, of this or any other season
was the publication last week of a long-
awaited work dramatically entitled “Re-
corded Presidential Coniversations” (Gov-
-~ ernment  Printing -Office;: 1308 pp; $12.25;
Expurgated). i

-While some reviewers will see this as
simply another oral history of the be-
hind-the-stairs-af-the-White House variety
and others will dismiss it as a tawdry
mystery, to these: tired old eyes it is a
work of major proportions (8 x 10 x 2%
inches; 3 Ibs; paperback). :

It is by the sameé popular author who
recently brought usthe instant best-seller,
“Presidential Tax Returhs,” to which this
is, in a way, a sequel. But. this, it cannot
be gainsaid, is his' magnum opus.

For the discerning reader will find
~here a deeply penetrating psychological
drama that goes to the very heart of the

human condition.'_---v;, i ) )
It is not, one should be warned, light

fare. Many a reader will be put offhy the -

st1‘eam-of-con3010usness “style, reminis-
cent of “Ulysses.” Others will be confused
by tle tangled web of plots and sub-plots.

But tiose who persist through to the un- 2 -
surpising end will be rewarded with hew: «

trutks that so enlighten the mind, .
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1 BASIC plot is simple yet innova-
lve. The protagonist, a respected .
 midde-aged executive identified only as
“P,"is surprised to discover his loyal as-
sistats are not plotting against him. In-
steag they are plotting for him. - e
Hs problem is how to protect his as-
sistats and himself from the villainous
Invegigators who are pursuing them all.
Evex/t piles upon event. We feel the enemy
closing in from all sides. C ‘

Slowly, gradually, in orie of the most
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,brilliant dissections of ‘a‘ man’s soul in En-

glish literature, we see P’s noble charac-
ter erode before our very eyes until final-

“ly, in one dramatic scene, he speaks des-

perately of perjury, bribery and other
methods of obstructing justice. Talk about
Dorian Gray!

Throughout the work moves the tragic -
figure of young D. At first, we see him as
the most loyal of all the aides, almost a
son to' P, But then he is revealed to have
been one of the plotters. Thus he makes’
the agonizing decision to betray Pto save
his own skin.

In revenge, P. attempts to make D the -
scapegoat: instead of J.M., a secondary
figure whom he had originally planned to
blame or. . .

But let us not destroy the suspense by
revealing teo many of the plots. Suffice it
to say that many, including double-acrostic
fans, will be richly rewarded by thechal-
lenges presented. - C o
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IF THE WORK suffers from any flaw, it
is the dialect of the characters. Typi-
cal, perhaps, is P saying, ‘“‘Because we
can’t — T've got — if the U.S. Attorney’s
Office.and, ah ... .” : g 5F .
Clarity suffers. Yet much of the au-. '
thenticity would be lost if the characters -
spoke plain English.
. The author has also seen. fit to delete
expletives such as, presumably, “golly,” "
“gee” and “oh, fudge” for fear, eddly -~
enough, of .offending his readers.

But these are minor criticisms. There -~

.is no question we have here an important *

work by a best-selling author. And we-
can’t help feeling he has a great deal -
more to say.

.. Let us. hope we hear from him again
_soon. . L



