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Tape Gap ’ ﬁgpwt

New Vork.

. The final draft of areport
on the 18%-minute gap in a
Watergate tape still con-
cludes . that, the lapse was
caused by numerous era-
sures and re-recordings, an
assistant to.a member of the

day.
A,tte'r a six-m un‘th. inve sti -

gation, the six-member pan- -
el of experts turned in-its fi-
nal .draft report to U.S. Dis--.

trict -Judge John J. Sirica

bd1 urdaV

The 1e¢u|t 5
publie.

s were noi made

Huwever Fl nest A %nlxen

ady; an - assistant to Mark
Weiss, " vieé president of Fed-
eral Scientific Corp., said in
an_interview that the final

~draft

panel of e*(pam said yester-v

is substantla]ly the

same ‘as the preliminary re-

port to Sirica in January,
That report said a buzzing

- that leplaced conversation -

was “‘put on the tape inthe
process of erasing and re:
recording at least five, and
perhaps as many as nine,

-separate and contighious seg-

ments.” Tt gaid mdgnom‘
qlﬂnatules on ‘the . tape

“show conclusively that the
18.5-minute section could not
have been produced by any

- single continuous opera-
tiom.”
Aschkenasy. who said he

~ participated in the technical

examination’ of the’ tape,

said the final. draft does: not'

alter that hndmg
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