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.,‘5\ ('x(_"JXL,C L irdner Jr. ‘ scie'mific 1_‘e,sor\'e,_ the mew report, one

] “Wislingion Post St Wrier T source told The Washington Post, indi-
Ie..hmml experts vave "U.S.. District ‘cales more strongly than before that the
Court Judge John ' Sirvica their proposed Cl‘il<lll'€s were déliberate.

Ainalreport vesterday: on the 18'w-minute
gapin one of- President Nixon's key Wat-
L'l‘f’dlc tapes. .

\\mlc House lawyers;, Waterg atr- pros-
-ccutors, and the altorney for Miss Woods,
Chartes S. Rhyne, attended the closed .

The “réporl. according (o informed session with Judue Sirica yesterday and
sources;virtually rules out the pumhllm were civen copies of the experts’ final
that the erasures weve accidental. draft for siudy. Sirtica said they would

S Sirica ordered ‘the lengthy study kept be free to communicate with the experts
ounder seal and said he would make a - about the findings.

degisian on its "I'_i'nul disposition™ in 10 The crasures wiped out a subpoenaed

davs. discussion of the ‘Watergate scandal be-

“ The experts originally concluded in Jan- - tween Mr. Nixon and” then-Whife Housc

uary that -the obliterated '1814-minute chiet of stalf H. R. Haldeman on June

© seumentiof the tape wis the result of at 20, 1972, three days’ after discovery of

least five  separate crasures, all done the break-in. and bupring of Democratic

- ‘'manually, and could not have heen caused . Natior.al ‘Commitlee headquarters here.

“'by the foot pedal ‘that Mr. Nixon's 5 Secre- - jraldeman’s ‘notes show they talked of

tary, Rose Mary Woods, said sht{aﬂused, a “PR offensive to top this” and agreed

Additional tests have reportedly streng- ) !
thened  those conclusions. Despite  jts See TAPES, A9, Col. 1 !

I‘he- Wh'te House consult '
nnt Ijé'h'a'el ""Hecké_r. .'of_".the_
Staniord Research lnstitute in
\Ienlo ‘Park; Cahf -is report-
edly mdmed to. agree with: the
basic conclusxons of the- court-|
appolinted:: pane] But - he has
indicated "that” he - wants - to
study the panols final report
with its. supporting data be-
tore:making’ any deflmte imd
_m"s of his-ow.

Spokesmen for the St'\nford
Research Insmulo have. said
Hecker’s report will “also’ be
turned over to Sirica even if:it
iv unfavorable to the Whlte
Iouse.

The expe:ls -who attended
vesterday’s conterence, Rich-
ard H. Bolt, Mark  R. Weiss
and Thomas' J. Stockham, re-
jmamed with "the. judge after
the lawyers. left, presumably
Ilo brief Sirica' privately - on
tnen' fmdmgs The -technical

panel is also studying gaps
rand suspected discrepancies in
fcexeml other- of the Presi-
rdent's s.uhpoenaed recordings,
"hut these studies are not yet

completed. - i
i Sirica coneluded lus tapes;

lhparmgs in January with a
,mmly worded- memorandum |
calling for a grand jury inves-
tigation of “the possibility of
unlawful déstruction of evi-
dence and related offenses.”

Spokesmen for the Stnford
He could turn over the ex-
perts’ final report to the grand
jury or hé could decide to
make it public.




