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Washington

Excerpts of the text of the
White House edited tran-
script of a meeting between
President Nizon and John
Ehrlichman in the Oval Of-
fice, April 15, 1973, from
16:35 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

{Phone ring)
P. Who all have you seen
this morning?

BE. Well, I have $trachan
up there right now.

P. Yesh. I had a call from
Kleindienst.

B. Yeah. I heard you did
and I thought you ought to
take it. He...

P. Oh, sure, sure, T did. I
didn’t refuse. He said “I
should see you, and I'd like

to see you alone this affer-
noott. Today.” I said fine.

He’s coming to the church
service.

E. Yeah.

B. I'm going to seehim in
the EOB. He said he had
been up most of the night
with Titus. Who is Titus?

H. U.S. attorney in the
District.

P. And what's the mher
fellow’s name?

E. Silbert.

P. With regard to (unintel-
lgible) this special prosecu-
tor thing, what line do you
want to take?

E. Well — lef’s think about
it. He wants a special prose-
cufor so thathe...

P. He can stay on as attor-
ney genera.

. E. He can stay on and so
m'at he doesn’t havej any —
so that he personally’doesn’t
taint the process by reason
ot his closeness to Mitchell.
And that makes sense.
sneed does not have that
problem, and Sneed is con-

" trollable within limits, and I

think he is credible, I may
be wrong about his credibili-
-;‘T:}T‘.

P.I agree with this, I
think he’s credible, The rea-
son I think he’s credible is
something else — ig that the
grand jury I assume (unin-
telligible) comes through

with. some indietments. I .

mean, suppose they just in-
diet Magruder and Mitchell
{umintelligible).

P. The big fish.

., Will second-guess Sil-
bert. I assume you feel that
his mandateisto...

P, Tear hell out of the -

place?
E. That's right.
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¥, And — that's just an -

gdditional risk which you
wouldn’t have with the Dean
who's been & part of the
process. I just — I don’t
think,

P. You didu't get Colson
yef? 4

B. Not yel. No. He's at
church apparently. Ziegler
will be here at church. He’s
coming over. So I'll see him
while you're seeing Klein-
dienst.

P. I suppose Colson is (um-
intelligible) Hunt, and Biti-
man which, of course, could

""tie Cosom in, right? -

E. Yesh.

P. Up to his navel. There’s,
not a damn thing you can g’

about that is there, John?
E. Ne, really not, not at

this point. You have fo de-

pend on Hunt’s natural se-
crecy -and secretiveness.

P. John, there is mothing
in it for Hunt. Let me ask
this, (umintelligible) go back
over everything he’s done
prior to that time.

E. Well.

P. There might be some-
th]na'?

E., Well, he's up on, appar-
ently, he has perjured him-

'self a second time. Gee, he

perjured himself at the trial,

then he wag grantedimmun- *

ity, came back into the
grand jury, and perjured
himself again. The U.S. af-
torney is looking down his
throat and could say fo him
look, I can forget some of
these counts if you're a good
boy now.

P. Yeah, bubthe point that
I make is this — is really, of
course, you Iknow, it’s the
limits_oi his testimony.

E, Mmhuh-mmhuh,

P. If he testified just on
Watergate that’s fine. He
isn't going to get a damn
thing more than anybody
else,

E. I don't see any incen-
tive for him to go broader,
and I'haven'{ heard a whiff
of that.

P. That's going to be hard,
This fellow’s lied twice to
{(umintelligible) ?

E. That's right. That’s
true, .

P-. The people you've got

.with obsiruction are Hunt

and Goldblatt and Bittman,
right? _

E. Oh, Rothf}ldtt the law-
yer.
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P. Rothbhlatty

E. Yeah, right. Well. I
dow’t think Bittman is going
to testify. I would be very
surprised if he did. :

P. Why?

E. Well.

P, Get him involved in ob-
struction of justice? =Y

E, Well I just don’t think
- I think, I'm just guessing
here, my guess is that he’s
worked himself out a haven

in a1l of this.

P. Wouldn't. serve his in-
terests to get involved in the
obstruction of justice. He's
basically almost a bagman,
not a bag man, but a mes-
sage carrier, isn't he?

E. No. No. — Was aninsti-
gator — he was concerned
about his fee, Anda. .,

P. Ok, really, John?

E. Well, you had defend-
ants who wera concerned
about their families. That’s

understandable. You had

lawyers who were concerned
about their families. That’s
ess jmderstandable.

. They had the same peo-
ple who had that legitimate
motive had an fllegitimate
motive because they were
involved in protecting their
own culpability and here
we're talking about LaRue,
Magruder, Mitchell, possi-

bly.



P. And you just thought
that they (uninielligible).

E. Well, you know, the
thing that ran through my
mind .

P. Yeah.

E. Howard Hunt has writ-
ten 40 books, and. .

P. Yeah,

E. Howard Hunt was wor-
ried about the support of his
family, And I could see
Howard Hunt writing an in-
side expose of how he broke
into the Democratic Nation-

al Headquariers at the re-

quest of the Committes fo
-Re-Elect the President,

P. Yeah.

E, Now, if I had a choice

betiween getting coniribu-
tions for the support of How-
ard Hunt's family.

P. Yeah. Andthat’s. . .

E. And that was preity
easy.

P. And I suppose they
would say though that.

E. Oh, didn’t care what

Howard Hunt said to the’

prosecutor, He can say any-
thing he wanted to the pros-
ecutor in a secret — in a se-
cret session. That didn't
hurt us.

P. It was all secret then.

E. I can say in truth and
candor that Dean never ex-
plained to me that there was
any kind of a deal to get
these guys fo lie or to change
their gtories or to refyse io
testify to the trial of the ac-
tion or anything of that kind.
That was just never dis-
cussed. So I don’t feel too
uncomfortable with this,

P. Another (unintelligible)
i#f Kleindienst resigns.

E. If Kleindienst resigns,
that says there is something
wrong with the Justice De-
partment.

P. 8o you would keep him?

E. At this point,

P. Even if he disqualifies
himself?

E. That’s right —which
wouldn’t be anything too
new.

P, Sure.

E. Now he may have
some. ..
P. Other information?

E. Veah. or technical rea-

son or somethmg of that
kind.

P. {unintelligible) m:-l}-
have some information aside
from the grand jury that I
don’t kmow if (mllule}hgl-
ble).

P. Al vyou were ever
asked was the general ques-
tion, what's going on.

E. Yeah. He — well, this
is kind of interesting. I may
have told jou about this, but
the U.S. attorney now feels
that Dean overreached them
by providing information out
of the grand jury fo the
Committee for the Re-
Election, I think that may
be legitimate criticism if he
in fact did that. On the other
hand, for him fo provide us
with information inside, for
the orderly operation of the
government, is another mat-

ter. 'Thats two quite differ-
ent things. If you peddle in-
formation from a grand jury
to the outside, or if you ped-
dle it inside to people who
are responsible.

P. (Unintelligibie)

E. Oh that was, let me
think.
- P. Particularly in the of-
fice of attorney general. Ma-

gruder says he approved the -

million dollars — fthat's
ghout right.

E. And that Mitchell was
the one who disapproved it.

‘P, Well, thiz would (unin-
telligible} Magruder - Dean
{unintelligible).

. E. ‘Cause Dean showsz up
veryprominently in the
whole Magruder thing.

* P. And Dean was in Flori.
da you said on some scca-
sion? Remember the Florida
irip you told me about?

E. No. No. The three peg-
ple there — Mitchell was al-
ready down thers — Magru-
der and LaRue went down.

P. For what purposa? .

E. Brought him the final
Liddy proposal.

P. The two fitty?

E. With the Watergate and
the Fontainebleau and the
MecGovern headquarters
spelled out.,

P. I see, Magruder talks
pretty much, doesn’t he?

E. Mmhuh.

P ([Jmntelhglbﬁe)

E. Yeah. And in a lot of
these things, of course, he
had a ot of different ver-
sions of everything, but I
think it’s reasonable to &s-
sume that he passed that
along to Dean.

P. Sure.

E. Mitchell phoned me
this morning to say that
Daniel Schorr had been on
the shuttle when he rode
back to New York.

P. CBS caught him?

E. Yeah, and, well no,
they saw him here,

B. Yeah, .

E. And then they sent
‘somebody out to the airport.

P. (Unintelligible)

E. And so, he said to
Schorr he didn’t know any-
thing about the Watergate,

‘and he didn’t think anybody

cared about the Watergate

and he had just been down

to the White House and he

hadn’ seen the President,

That was all that he said. He

is looking forward to testify-

ing before the Ervin com-
mittee, and so forth. So he

called me this morning just

to say that.

P. (Unintelligible)

E. He wanted us fo know
what he had actually said in
case thers was any press re-
port to the comirary.

P. Well, Ziegler should
simply say, yes, he was here
io see you (unintelligible)
it’s true (unintelligible).

P. Ziegler (unintelligible)

E. I'm glad you compli-
mented him last night.
That’s

E. (unintelligible)

P. He is a good man. They
know if. They know it.
You've got to give them
their stories. They respect
him for it.

E. I thought you wers
going to go with the Biblical
conclusion that the guy who
serves two masters, but 2

P. Yezh,

E. He will hate the one
and love the other, but a —
{laughter),

P. Yelling. Watergate.
Watergate. Tell us about
Watergate. Seriously, it's a
hell of a Washington story.

E. And Haynes Johnson,
of course, is notorious for
finding what he’s lookmg
for,

* %k %

Later tho:ﬁ same day the
President had a telephone

‘conversation with then-

Attorney General® Richard
Kleindienst, in which they
discussed the meetings
where the Liddy intelligence
plans were brought up.

P. Dean was in the meet-
ings. Dean claims that he
said no. And Mitchell does,
too. And that’s what you've
got to live with.

K. But then they feel the
serious aspect of the conduct
thereafter came in the, ac- !
cording to this testimony,




that, with respect {o-obstruc-
tion of justice.

P. Right.

K. — And that is the ad-
mission that LaRue, Mardi-
an, Dean say that he was re-
hearsed and rehearsed and
coached and coached by La-
Rue, Mardian, Miichell,
Dean, all for his initial testi-
mony before the Grand
Jury. Well, Magruder could
testify that he believed that
— there’s two things — the
obstruction of justice and su-
borning a witness of perju-
Iy.

P. That could get them all
on that. -

K. And if LaRue, Mardian,
Dean, Mitchell said, “No,
we didn’t do that but we
were told what the story was
- we did nothing. Not testi-
fy about anything.” If that’s

P And then you “Ne ‘em
money?

K. Yes,

P. That’s -—TI agree.

K. Yes — ubstructmﬁ of
justice. )

P. Yeah. If the purpose of
it is tg get them not to talk.
In other words, mot ta carry
out what the judge said. 1
can see that, Sure.

"P. Oh, hell — don't they
know about, it?

K. Tomorrow morning it’s
likely to be all over town.
Tuesday noon.

P. 'Involving Haldeman
and Ehrlichman, foo?

K. Yeah — just generaﬂy.
This Sirica, Judge Sirica, is

- not enforcing the strict re- '

quirements of law with re-
spect to secrecy in Grand
Jury proceedings.

P. Certainly the one with
regard to Mitchell — do
they, let me ask you this—

. do they tell you flatly Mitch- -

ell will be indicted?

K. Yes. They do — so will
Dean.

P. Will be indicted?

K. Yeah.

-P. Even without his testi-
mony — they're talking
about it?

K. Magruder’s testimony
will be enough to indiet him.

P. Strachan — will he be
indieted?

E. They don't know yet.
Incidentally, Dwight Chapin

testified with respect to the -

so-called Segretti affair
P. Yeah.

K. And said that Halde-
man knew about it.

P. That's frue. But that’s
not something they’re in —,
because of Segretti — even
though Segretti pleaded the
Fifth. It’s just bull — the Se-
gretti thmg —it's not this —
it’s just .

K. That has nowhere near
the potential of this situa-
lion. They only think it does
with respect to Bob, it casts
a little bit of a taint.

P. 1 know.

K. That reflects upon the
rest of it,

_ P. Now what is your, what
Is your recommendation,
then?

K. Well, firgt T have this
situation. It seems to me
that so long as I do anything

- at the Department of Justice

I cannot hereafter he with
Haldeman, Ehrlichman,
Mitchell, Larue. They won’t
believe that we didn’t talk
about the Watergate case.

P. "Oh. Your point is that
it break — thai their
names have heen men-
tioned?

K. You know — it’li coms
out in trial and testimony.

P. What’s your recommern-

dation on it?
K. Well. .

P. Let me tell you what
concerns me, i I may. I

want to falk to the special. -

prosecution a litile hit. Vou
know, it's embarrassing and
all the rest, but it'H pase.

We've got to — we've gotto

Jjust ride it through, Dick.
K. Ves.

P. Do the best we can.

Right?
K. Yes, sir.

i

P. We don’t run to the hills

on this and so forth. The
main thing is to handls it
right.

K. Those are my inclina-
tions, Mr. President.

P. -Well, you know —
we’ve got to handle it right.

K. And also I think —
well, everybody was just
scared to death. They didn’t
know where the damn thing
was gomg to end.
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