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By MARJORIE HUNTER
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 2—Vice
President Ford said today that
he thought President Nixon
“could have been more force-
ful” in investigating the Water-
gate break-in when he first
Jearned of it. L

Mr. Ford also said that he
thought that it might be wise
if the White House 'showed
“more flexibility” in the dispute
over verifying the accuracy of
transcriptions of tape recorded
conversations between the Presi
dent and certain key aides.

- But while critical’ of . Mr.
Nixon's handling of the Water-
gate affair, Mr, Ford said that
he was “convinced beyond any
doubt” that the President was
innocent of any wrongdoing.

His coments on the Water-
gate -matter came during an
interview today on the Nation-
al Broadcasting Company’s “'to-
day” proram.

The Vice President said that
he became convinced of the
President’s innocence in- the
Watergate: break-in and subse-
quent cover-up” “after reading
a good bit of the transcripts.”
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Something’s gone wrong. I
want to get to the bottom of
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full story.

“Now, as I read the tran-
scripts, it seems to me that
there was some delay.”

accurate, there can be a pro-
cedure worked out so that with
the help of perhaps better
equipment or better transcrib-
ers the total amount that is
reIEvant could be authenticat-
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