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Talk'of a GOP Probe

ey 2

~ Albert Says It
Never Happened

Washington

House  Speaker Car] Alhert
has described as “a com-
plete fabrication” a state-
ment in White House tran-
scripts that he had ordered
a Government Accounting
Office audit of Republican
campaign practices.

Albert also said yesterday
that he had no knowledge of
any heat put on him in retal-
iation, as was suggested by
White House aide H. R.
Haldeman.

The reference to Albert
came in a Sept. 15, 1972, con-
versation in the President’s
Oval Office among Mr. Nix-
on. Haldeman and counsel
John Dean. '

It followed a discussion of
Democratic election prac-
tices and a GAO audit of
similar practices among Re-
publicans at the White
House."

Dean told Mr. Nixon there
was nothing awrv within the
White House staff. '

“T learned today, inciden-
tally. ‘and have not con-
lirmed it, that the GAO aud-
tor who is down here is here
at tl’@.i speaker of the
Hqus‘;“s-- request,” Dean

“That surprises me,”" Mr.
Nixon said.

Haldeman then- said,
“Well. . (expletive deleted)

the speaker of the House.
Maybe we better put a little
heat on him.”

“1 think so too,” Mr. Nix-
on said.

“Because he has a lot
worse problems than he is
going to find down here,”
_Haldeman said.

“That’s right,” Dean said.

“That is the kind of thing
that, you know, we really
ought to do is call the speak-
er and say, ‘I regret to say
your calling the GAO downm
here because of what it is
going to cause us to do to
vou.” Haldeman said.

Mr. Nixon suggested to
Haldeman, “Why don’t you

-see -if Harlow will tell “him

that,” referving to recently
departed counselor Bryce
Harlow.

“Because he wouldn't do it
— he would just be pleasant
and call him Mr, Speaker,”
Haldeman said.

In an interview yesterday,
Albert said he had just
learned of the transcript's’
exchange concerning him.

“I never talked. to the
GAO in my life or the comp-
troller general about doing
anything to the White
House.” Albert said.

“‘Somehody’ just misin-
formed them.”’ .A]ber‘t‘aid.
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