Washington

Here ig a segment of an
edited transcript of a White
House meeting between
President Nixon and Deputy
Attorney Gemeral Henty
Petersen late April 27, 1978.
Mr. Nizon is designated as
P and Petersen as HP:

P. I was down in Missis-
sippi today. We have gotten
& report that, ah, that really
we’ve got to head them off
at the pass. Because it’s so
damned — so damn danger-
ous 'to the presidency, in a
sense. There’s a reporter by
the name of Seymour Hersh
of the New York Times you
probably know.

HP, He's the fellow that
did the Vietnam stories.

P. Right. Who told William
Bittman, (E. Howard Hunt’s
lawyer) . . . apparently that
they have information —
Hersh has informatiom . . .
‘You can’t ever tell who is
‘saying “‘this is from Hersh”
or “this is from Bittman.”
Information indicating that
John Dean has made state-
ments to the prosecuting
team implicating the Presi-
dent. And whether — and
whether — the Post has
heard similar rumors. Now,
Henry, this I've got to know.
Now, understand —1 have

told you everything I know
about this thing.

HP. I don’t have any prob-
lem with that, Mr. Presi-
dent, and T'll get in touch
with them immediately, but

P. Who?

HP. With U.S. Attorneys
Harold Titus, Earl Silbert
and Seymour Glanzer and
Donald Camphell? Who are

P. Do you mind calling
them right now?

HP, No, sir. "

P. OK. Say, “Now, look.

All of your conversations

with Dean and Bittman, do
they implicate the Presi-
dent?” Because we can’t—
I've got—if the U.S. attor-
ney’s office and, ah.. ..,
HP. Mr. President (unin-
telligible) I had them over

there — we had a kind of-

crisis of confidence night be-
fore last. I left {0 come over
here and-I left my two prin-

cipal assistants to discourse -

with Silbert and the other
three. And in effect it con-
cerned me — whether or not
they were at ease with my
reporting to you, and I
pointed out to them that I
had wvery specific instruc-
tions, discussed that with
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and — well . . .
HP. As a consequence — 1
kind of laid in to Titus ves-

terday and it cleared the air -

a little bit, .but there is a
—ery suspicious atmosphere,
They are concerned and
scared. Ah — and 1 will
check on this but I have ab-

-solutely no information at
- this point that —

HP. Mr. President, I tell
you, I do not consider it,
you know; I've said to Titus,

“‘We have to draw the line.

We have no mandate to in-
vestigate the President. We
investigate Watergate.” And
I don't know where that line

draws, but we have to draw -
- that all the time. -

P. Good. Because if Dean
is implicating the presiden-
cy— we are going fto
damned well find out about
it. ‘That’s — that's — he-
cause let me tell you the
only conversations we ever
had with him, was that fa-

mous March 21 conversation’

I told you about..where ha
told me about Bittman com-
ing to him. No, the Bittman
request for $120,000 for E.
Howard Hunt. And I then fi-
nally began to get at them. I
explored with him thorough-
ly, “Now what the hell is
this for?” He said, “‘It’s be-

SEYMOUR HERSH
N.Y. Times reporter

(John) Ehrlickman.” Re-
member I said that’s what
it’s about. And Huntis going
to recall the seamy side of
it. And I asked him, “Well,
how would you get it? How
would you get it to them?

“Ete. But my purpose was
to find out what the hell had
been going on before. And
believe me, nothing was ap-
proved. I mean as far as I'm
concerned — as far as I'm
concerned turned it off total-
1y.

HP. Yeah. My understand-
ing of law is — my under-
standing of our responsibili-
ties, is that if it came to that
I would have to come to you
and say, “We can’t do that.”
The only people who have
jurisdiction to do that is the
House of Representatives, as
far as, I'm concerned.
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them before or that subject,

e

cause he’s blackmailing

e ————




