A federal judge in Wash-,
ington, D.C., yesterday de-
layed the perjury ftrial of
California Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Ed Reinecke. »

Judge Barrington D, Par-
ker said the delay was made
at the request of Reinecke’s
defense attorney.

‘No date has been set for
“the ‘trial, the judge said. It
hadbeen scheduled to begin
May 13_' e . e

But, he added, ‘‘it’could
very well be past the prima-.
ry (election) date.” -

The primary election will
be held in California on June
4.

Parker told newsmen aft-
er a hearing in chambers
that the May 13 date for
hearing pre-trial motions
still will be kept.

One of these motions is for
a change of venue from the
District of Columbia to Caii-
fornia. T T

In Ontario, C Rei-
necke, who had earlier*been
pressing for a trial before
the election, said there was
“pothing unusual” about
asking for the delay. \

“The delay is only a mat-
ter of a few days,” he said.
“It is still possible to have
the. trial -before May 20, as
originally intended. ;

“The two most important
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things are that the.trial be
held in California and bﬁgore
the primary.” Gk -
‘Reinecke said the delay
request-came after his attor-
neys notified the judge that .
if the venue change were not -
granted they would need
time to appeal. .
Parker had met in cham-
bers with Reinecke’s Wash-
ington attorney, F. Joseph
Donchue, and prosecution !
attorneys from the office of |
‘special Watergate prosecu- -
tor Leon Jaworski.
"The judge issued a state-
ment saying that Donohue !
would not object to having
the trial after June 1 “be-
cause tbe case is of such
magnitude that it requires
more time to prepare.”
Reinecke, the early favo-

rite in thé“’ﬁﬁiféﬁ}o;win the
GOP+ nomination,  has
dropped considerably in Re-
publican esteem since his in-
dictment, according to poll-

" ster Mervin Field.

In August, Reinecke had a
4-t0-1 margin over his major
opponent,  Controller Hous-
ton I. Flournoy. But a Field
Poll published in The Chron-
icle last Tuesday showed
Reinecke’s lead had dropped
to a 7-to- margin, with the

- lieutenant governor getting
gupport from 28 per cent of
the Republicans polled, to 24
per cent for Flournoy.

~ Reinecke told a press con-
ference last weekend at the
Sah Jose convention of the

epublican State Central
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Committee that he would .

push for an early trial on the

perjury charges. '
“When I am cleared, as I

know I will be,” he said

then, “the Republican voters .

of California will support
me.”

-Reinecke said he “simply

cannot conceive of convic-
tion, because I am, as I
said, absolutely not guilty.”

~He defended Donchue’s
earlier pre-trial motions as
not being dilatory, “if they
lead to dismissal of the
charges quickly.”

Donohue had moved the
charges be dismissed on the
grounds that the Senate
committee before which
Reinecke testified did not
have enough members pres-
ent to constitue a quorum. °

Asked in San Jose if this
was not begging the question
of  whether he had, in fact,
committed perjury, Rein-
ecke said, “well, of course,
I would like fo be cleared of
the charges, but 'll leave
the tactics up to my attor-
neys.”

- The indictments against
Reinecke were returned by
the Watergate grand jury on
April 3. They stemmed from
his  testimony before the

. Senate Judiciary Committee

on April 19, 1972,
The committee is probing
alleged connections between

. @ $400,000 guaraniee made

by International Telephone
and Telegraph Corp. to the
Republican National Com-
mittee and the settlement of
an antitrust suit against ITT

by the Justice Department.
The grand Jury held that
Reinecke lied to the Senate
committee when he said he
had no knowledge of the an-
titrust suit when he notified
then Attorney General John
Mitcheg -of the $400,000 offer

-to -underwrite the 1972 Re-

publican - National Conven-
tion, then scheduled for San
Diego.



