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John D. Ehrlichman labelled

- as- false -today .reporis which
said he. believed President|.

Nixon had lost effectiveness
and that an 18minute White
House tape gap was inten.
tional. :

Ehrlichman also rejected re-
ports quoting friends as say-
ing' he had engaged in plea-
bargaining with Watergate
prosecutors and that he car-
ried a resentment against for-
mer White House chief of
staff H. R. Haldeman.

In a prepared statement,
Ehrlichman, the former chief
domestic affairs adviser t¢
Nixon, said 'a los Angeles
Times story quoting  his
friends was “false in tone and
content.”.

The Times story published
Wednesday, quoted unnamed
friends as saying Ehrlichman
hadprivately expressed disap-
bointment with Nixon and
that-he thought Nixon’s effec-
tiveness had ended."

A friend'of Ehrlichman’s in-
terviewed by The Associated
Press Wednesday said Ehrlich-
man had discussed with. prose-
cutors-the terms under which
he would plead guilty to a re-
duced Watergate-related charge,
but that no agreement was
reached.

The Times story quoted one
close friend as stating emphat-
ically that ‘Ehrlichman would
settle with Watergate prosecu-
tors on, a  single reduced
charge. And it /quoted friends
as saying he helieved an 18-
minute gap in a tape of a con
versation between Nixon and
Haldeman had ‘been erased de-
liberately. i

Ehrlichman said in his state-
ment he would not allow any
questions  from  newsmen
“because I am under court or-
der not ‘to discuss the subject
of current proceedings in any
way.” 1 - '

The account of possible plea
bargaining is false, he said,

“because I am not guilty of ,

any of ‘the charges leveled
against me and T intend to
brove my innocence.”

He said he thought Nixon’s
“domestic record has been as
excellent'as in foreign affairs,
What h',ej can accomplish in the
future will' depend on how he
weathers the current attacks.

rnrhcl Den
Plea Bargaining ™

'SEATTLE, April 17 (AP) ==y

De

&

“I remain optimistic that he|
will come out of all of this
with a regained effectiveness .

“Concerning the tapes, I,
have no' way of knowing what
caused any gaps,” he said in
the statement. “At no time
have I entertained the belief
that someone intentionally al-
tered the tapes.” :

Ehrlichman said his resigna-
tion one year ago as the
Watergate scandal broke; open
did not involve “any imposi- :
tion of conditions on the Pres-
ident. At no time did I reguest
or did he agree to make disclo-
sures. By the time I left I felt
that he had, in fact, made a
full disclosure of what he
knew about Watergate.”

The Times’ story said ‘Ehrl-
ichman thought he had an.un-
derstanding with the Presi-
dent that Nixon would make a
complete statement on Water-
gate, and quoted his friends as
saying he was extremely dis-
appointed that Nixon had not
done so. Yo ¢ W

Ehrlichman said his . ex-
pressed criticism of “some of
the tactical responses by the
White House to press stories,
etc., in the past year were
nothing ‘more than a eitizen
engaging in the great national
pastime of kicking _the White
House staff.” ‘

Ehrlichman, who has been
indicted by two of the grand
juries investigating aspects of
Watergate, said his financial
affars had never been  dis-
cussed with friends and never
would be.

He said his law practice and |
current business in Seattle
provide “sufficient income to
live within our means.”

A land-use institute seg} up |
here recently by Ehrlichman
and some associates “was
“worth while for the many
who attended and we more
than made our expenses,” he
said.

Ehrlichman said in his state.
ment he had been named as a
defendant in 14 civil suits in
the past year, and so far “six |
of these cases have been dis-
missed.” He said: “All of these
cases were occasions for head-
line stories in the Rastern
press when the suits were
filed. i T ¥ ’




