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By Robert Shogan

Washington v

“I Wwant my party to suc-
ceed,”’ President Nixon said
~at a White House press con-
ference .in February. “But
more important, I want the
presidency to survive.”

The: Republican defeat
Tuesday in a Michigan con-

gressional election added to

the mounting evidence that
the Nixon presidency -is
making it increasingly diffi-
cult for Republicans to sur-
vive in'office.

The I,atest GOP defeat, ob-

servers in both parties be-’

lieve, will add to the pres-
sure on Republican candi-
dates to put considererable
distance between them-
selves and the administra-
tion. It may also erode the
resistance of Republican
congressmen to the idea of
impeaching the 'leader of
their own party.

Mr. Nixon knew all this
before he ventured into
Michigan’s Eighth Congres-
sional District to campaign
for James Sparling, the los-
ing Republican candidate.

His willingness to take that

risk reflects the seriousness
of his predicament.

White House deputy secre-
tary Garald L. Warren said
the President was
mayed or hisheartened” by |
the results. Waarren said:
“The President was pleased
to take the opportunity to go
into the distriet and discuss
the issues, the ifnportant is-
sues facing thiscountry.”

White House counsellor -

Dean Burch found a silver
lining in the fact that Demo-
cratic candidate J. Bob
Traxler won by less than
three per cent of the vote.
The margin was so small,
Burch contended, because of
the President’s appearance
on Sparling's behalf.
-“Nobody is ever ecstatic
in  polities - about losing,”
said Burch. “Obviously the
name of the game is win-
ning. But I think it’s just hu-
man nature to feel some-
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others ‘took a less bangume
view of the outcome in Mich-
igan. “I'm sure there’s
going ti be a lot of brave
souls who are golng to be
grabbing their behinds with
both hands,” said a top cam-
paign strategist for the Re-
publican National National
Commitrtee

) doubt if anybody else
asks him (the PreSJdem ) in

to help. And I'm sure theré’s

‘gomg; t0. be a Tot of candi-
\dates drawing a definite line
on the ground and saying:
| ‘He’s on this side and I'm on
‘the other.””
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paign, means “ng Repubh-
can should assume he has a
safe ‘seat any more 2

N The results in Michigan
followed three ‘earlier GOP

losses in long " tmne Republi-

can  House gstrongholds
which had alreddy painfully
strained- relations between
the President and his party.

“All sitting Republican
congressmen are heing re-
served about political con:
tacts’ with the President,”
said. Representative Jerry L.
Pettis, conservative Republi-
ran from Tema Linda. . Cal-
if.
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'f But dttemnts ataisasso-

. ciation inevitably have limit-
ad effecmeness “He's ob-
viously a Rﬂuubhcan presi-
dent.” said the political aide
to one eastern GOP senator.
“And despite everything
said about CREEP (Com-
mittee for the Re-election of
the President) hg was elect-

ed vith the help of the Re-
publican party.”

“You can talk about cam-
naigning on theissues.” this
staffer said, “but there’s
onlv one issue in most peo-

- nle’s minds. What you really

+ have m do isto hope he 0095

away.
- But fhat S a slim hope at

 best, in view of Mr. Nizxon's

mpea&ed declaxatlons that
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" hashas no mten’aon of resign-

ing.

The outcome’ in Michlgan
seemed likely to add to the
already substantial impetus
for impeachment.

Senator Edmund Muskie
(Dem.-Maine) said he hoped
the Michigan election wouig
prompt the President to he
more cooperative with fhe
House Judiciary Committee
that is considering his im-
peachment. The impeach-
ment issue, Muskie said. is
one he would like to “put be-
hind us™ as soon a possible.

S0 wi ould many Republi-
cans. “When the erunch
comes,””;said one GOP Capi-
tol Hill staffer “a lot of Re-
publicans are going 10’ be
very tempted to vote tor it
and get it over with. -



