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The Makmg of a Repubhcan Leader

DETROIT—Well before Vice Presi-
dent Ford was publicly rebuked by
White House Press' Secretary Ronald
Ziegler last weekend for being the
source of a magazine article discussing
a possible Ford cadbinet, the outlines of
a major speech denouncing arrogance
of power by a President’s White
House staff were beginning to take
shape in Ford’s mind.

Ford. is being pressed by pohtlcal'
intimates and party leaders to make
such an encore to his assault last
© month on the “arrogant, elite guard
of political adolescents” controlling the
Committee for the Re-election .of the
President - (CREEP).
speech, -Ford’s- coming of age as the
single most influential Republican pol-
itician, attempted to put him on the
right .side of the Watergate issue-
without bringing him-into direct con-
fliet with President Nixon. As such, it
produced only pnvate complaints from
the White House staff.

. But Ford, newly aware of his unique
. position at the pinnacle of Republican
. influence, would cut much' closer to
: therbone by attacking the old-Berlin
{ vall of H. R. Haldeman and'John.
‘r.hrhchman' Not once since his two*
trusted aides left Iast April 3¢ has
the President permitted himself even
a suggestion of c¢riticism. Rather, he
has mtegrated ‘his own defense -with .
theirs. o _

Moreover‘ even before Ford’s con-
templated speech the Wh1te House
mood changed. Whereas resentment
had previously been directed strictly
against Ford’s staff for -insufficient -
loyalty to Mr. Nixon, it is now bemg
almed at the V1ce Pres1dent hlmself

But an amplifier was needed o

hear the scattered applause when Ford

“praised Mr. N1xon dnd declared him
- “innocent’ of" any of these char ges that N

‘have beer made- agamst him.” _
The new Ford formula—defend Mr.

Nixon himself, while blaming ‘the ~
party’s~ erisis’on’ his oId ‘praetorian |

guard — ‘avoids the major political
blunder Ford made in his Atlantic
City speech early this year. Ford at-
tempted them to  debunk Watergate.
He has not repeated that mistake.

- The future holds some risks. He will .
be the party’s 3 spearpoint in this year’s ;
__midterm election, and “could be con-

“taminated to the extent his party loses
seats in a possible Democratic land-
slide. But a confident Fbrd, now wear-
ing elegant suits with slant coat pock-
_€ts and shirts with detachable . soft

“Ford’s CREEP speech marhed'hisf coming of age |

as the single most influential Republican.”

The White House was outraéed by The

New Republic magazine article last
- week ‘that left ne doubt Ford was the.
The CREEP:. .

source. -Ziegler’s criticism fully re:
flected the" President’s own -position.
The Vice President is well aware of

all this in planning a new speech. As

Republican- leader- in the House; he
‘was systematically excluded by the

*’Berlin wall: Hence, a warning by him
- -against any future President permit-.

ting his inner staff ‘to monopolize
power in-the Haldeman -Ehrlichman
manner is regarded by him as a public
duty. But it would also be a political

. 10-strike. _
Thus, Ford has come far since that

day ‘in December when he took the
oath of office under President Nixon’s
gaze. No political figure has shot from
obscurity to-acknowledged pre31dent1a1

. heir-apparent so fast, and none with
:so few inherent political problems :
ahead.

A symbol of Ford’s power position
in the Republican Party is the way
he can speak out even on such for-
bldden subjects as changes he “would

make in the. Nixon, -cabinet'if he De-
came P1e51dent tomorrow Only the

~ collars and French cuffs seems total—_‘

ly unconcerned.

White House has reprimanded Ford

for The New Republic article.

- Republican leaders.have said noth- -
ing. One Southern party leader who~

- eonsistently - defends ‘Mr. Nixon ‘told

us that 1o .matter how embarrassmg
Ford’s speculation might be -fo the
Presuient it “probably helps Ford.”
Ford has:so clearly becomie the -de-
pository of the party’s future hopes -
that even Nixonite stalwarts (outside
1tlhe White House) hesitate to rebuke
im.

Tms was apparent when. Ford stop-
ped off in the Detroit arealast week
to. campaign for -two Republican con-
gressmen:. running for re-electmn ins
cluding an address to one of. the
largest dinner meetings ever held by
the suburban QOakland County Young~
Repubhcans

The-applause vas deafenmg when a
letter "from:- Sen. -Robert Griffin: was -

'read stating that “Jerry Ford’s service
" to the nation has just begun.” It was

thundercus when Rep. William } Broom-
fleld of Michigan talked about Ford’s
“unique ability to. bring people to-
gether, and that’s what we need in thls
country today »

- “That would be a problem,” he told
us” . . ..if.I. were -a candidate.-for- -
Pre51dent but-Tm not.”.. .
Ford’s closest poht1ca1 fnends don’t
believe.that. disclaimer; ‘Moreover, the -
felid between his staff and: Mr. leon S .

“adds to, the disbelief. Ford’s. lieutenants.-
; correctly perceive h1m, no- as the.presi-

dent’s right-hand man . but as . what
he has béecome in just five months the‘ |

= single. most mﬂuennal Repubhcan 1n
. ‘the country. - - )

D 1974, Field Enterpnses. Tne.:

: detors note In the Monday Evans- -
‘Novak . column. the word . “nearly” was . 4

; znadvertently dropped ;from a ‘sentence

-ahich “should - have said -“not gnly di@
#early-all Republicans vote: for the sub-
poena” of the White House tapes by the
House Judzcuzry commzttee We regret

‘the error.. 5 Bt ol g Toigoel




