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- Business World
~ Silence on Nixon

“Washington
A large majority of Amer-
-fcan business and financial
leaders — the group from
which President Nixon drew
his strongest political amd
financial support in 1972 —
now refuses to register ei-
ther support or criticism of
.the President.
«; The business leaders pre-
fer to remain silent even
when assured their answers
~to a nationwide survey will
~be held confidential. ’

In vecent days, Los Ange-

les Times reporters have
‘asked questions directly or
through aides to the chief
executives of 51 prominent
Lorporations, seeking their

Niews of Mr. Nixon’s presi- |

dential stewardship.

'O this group, most of whom -

are Republicans and nearly
all of whom backed Mr. Nix-
on’s re-slection two years
ago, 33 — or nearly 65 per
cent — would not answer the
questions.

Of those who did respond
- some in confiderce and
others who allowed their
names to be used — only 22
per cent said they approved
of the way Mr. Nixon is han-
diing his job as President,

Half the respondents said
¥ supported Mr. Nixon in
-

{dse

i
Some of the 33 who re-
fused to respond ‘to the
Times questionnaire, such
8¢ Rawleigh Warner Jr.,
chalrman of Mobil Ofl
Corp., said they had long-
standing policies of refrain-
ing from partisan political
activity. :

Bul most of thel33 — at
Jeast 22, based on an exami-
nation of government
records — are ng strangers
Mo partisaiship, having con-
‘tributed substanfial Sims to
President Nixonrs « 1972 re-
‘election campaign.-

- Some of these business
Teaders appeared. to fear
adding to the momemtum of

“the Impeachmemt drive py

giving their opinion, even
anonymously.

7 The Times survey Tist

vers of the Business Coun-
&il, a prestigioys group of
Lorporate chief executives
that meets periodically with

#0p government officials to

Yiscuss economic
matters.

;. Represented on the council
are the heads of the nation’s
half-dozen biggest mannfac.
furers, the three biggest
Banks, and the biggest utili-
Y and retailing firms,

- Of the 65 active Business
Couneil members, 14 could
ot be reached becanse they
were out of the country or
were- otherwise not in touch
with their offices.

“ The survey found Mr, Nix-
o1 retains some strong sup-
porters in the business com-
munity, although only one —
Donald M. Kendall, chair-
man of Pepsico, Ine., the big
goft drink and snack foed
producers — wag willing io
have his name used.
Kendall said he approves
of the way Mr. Nixon isthan-
i the presidency and
warned that the nation
would be hurt if he is forced
from office. g
Vice President Ford’s rel-
ative inexperience in inter.
national affairs could eause
the United States to lose lev-
erage in international nego-
fiation$ and thus would sk
damaging world peace and
the international economy,

policy

* added another strong Nixon

supporter. the chairman of g
teading  California-based
ARt $ring concern.

§

'con..u";
sisted of the 65 acfive mem-

In general, however, the |

views of -the respondents
were at best neutral and at
worst antagonistic to Mr..
Nizon. ‘

About 39 per cent saig
they disapproved of his per-
formance in the presidency.
An equivalent number said
they could not make a judg-
ment, because - while they
generally approved of the
President’s foreign policy
moves, they have reserva-
tions abouit his domestic ac-
tions.

“I'd have 1o give him
higher marks on foreign pol-
icy than domestie policy,”
said Lynn A, Townsend,
chairman of Chrysler Corp.,
the nation’s third largest

automaker. As for Mr. Nix- -

on’s handling of Watergate,
Townsend said, ““It doesnot
look like a very astute job to
me.” =

The 50 per cent of thé re-

spondents who said they fa- i
vor resignation by the Presi- |
dent gave a variety of rea- .

sons.
Some were harsh.

“He (Mr. Nixon) has exer-
cised -bad judgment, poor
leadership” and had follow-
up,”’ said the chairmar’of a
big Midwest machinery pro-
ducer. _

“He’s doing extreme dam-
age to the Republican Party
and. he has demonstrated
disrespect for what I call the
ethics of the office,’’said the
chief of a corporation based
in the South.

Others said they favor ve-

signation as the only wayto |

end the turmoil over im-
peachment.

“I don’o think he hasbeen |
. treated fairly or that there |
is valid cause for his resign-

ing,” said the chairman of

large, diversified firm based f
“in the Mideast.

“But in
view of the tremendous
pressures on him — admit-
tedly biased pressures—for
the good of the country, he
probably should resign.”
Some of those who op-
posed resignation said they
did so because they believed
the impeachment mecha-

nism established by the Con- -

stitution should not be 'hy-
passed. v e
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