WXPost

APR 1 6 1974

The Washmgton Mel'l'V-Go-ROIlINI

%1 Bum Rap

© Jack Anderson s

Long before Frank Sturgls
Jjoined the world’s’ most cele-”
brated burglary érew and broke
into the Watergate he was my-
friend.

I knew him as a soldier of for-

tune, a pilot and -gun: runner; a;

romantic who bloomed: ill-be-
timed in a programmed age, an
adventurer whom humdrum|,
could never quite-assimilate.

" He was also a Don Quixote;
square jaw 'set against the en-
emy, drawn irresistibly to such
calamities as the" Bay of'! Plgs
and Watergate. / i

We have kept in touch over'
the years, but he has periodi-
cally dropped out of sight, for-
ever chasing adventure; usually
finding misadventure. :

Once in his youth, he ‘con-

founded the odds and became|

part of a legend, one of therag-
ged few who persevered in the
mountains with Fidel Castro.

After their increédible vietory,
he could be seen on- Havanas
streets in.the regalia.of an Air
Marshal. For a time, he was Cas-
tro’s man in charge of “liber-
ated” gambling casinos and lux-
ury.hotels.

On matters. of prlnc1p1e hayv-
ing to do with Castro’s repres-
sion and his turn toward Russia,
| Frank defected from the Reva-
lution to- ‘become ‘a gain 'the
longshot -gambler against the
house. Thereafter, he risked his
neck ‘against . Castro -in fore-
doomed ventures of -the Cuban
“freedom fighters.”

He progressed from the. Bay of
Pigs. to Watergate where  he
thought he was seeking evi-

dence that Castro was contr1but~
ing to the George McGovern:
campaign.

After Frank and hlS frlends
were - arrested ;.at .gunpoint. in-
side Democratic ,headquarters
they .were pictured.in the press|.:
as figures of fun, bunglers and
petty thieves.

Onanother level, theybeeame

garicatures of Orwellian ene-
mies of the American system. It
was even whispered that:they
had been behind the plot to as-
sassinate President Kennedy.
'As evidence, one group brought
me a.news photo taken on the
streets 'of Dallas -on assassina-
tion day. They eagerly pointed
out a man they said was Sturgis
Turking in the shadows. The
‘man resembled Sturgis but defi-
initely was not Sturgis.
And in Miami, the Justice De-
partment solemnly:¢harged that
Sturgis- had recruited merce:
naries, a dirty:dozen, ostensibly|
toﬁght Castro but reailly to steal
cars. The prosecutors waited
five years until ‘after the Water-|
gate caper to bring the' éharges’
When " they couldn't convince
the jury; they converied anothet
jury which finally. convicted
Frarnk of transportmg stolen
carstoMexico. .

Frank has told me that the
Watergate figure he admires|
most is G. Gordon Liddy who has
maintained a grim, tight-lipped |,

silence in the face of:a harsh, 20~

yvear -sentence. So Sturgis,
Liddy-like, sat through the auto!
theft trial without testxfymg in
his own defense.

I'have now persuaded hlm to

tell His story, which T have care-
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fu]ly checked w1th the w1tnesses
1t could reach: They have :con-’
firmed:-most details as he-re:
lated them, but- there are: no,
dvailable: witnesses to - other
events.
. Frank has always been ready
E21t the:crook of a finger'to pick
up his carbine and rush off-to a
new adventure. It was alto-
gether "characteristic of him,
therefore,; to volunteer in 1968
to lead a mission for a totalf
stranger who identified himself:
as Col. Francisco Quesada. The
colonel sought out Sturgis to
help hijack a Soviet freighter
and hold it hostage for the re-
turn of the U.S. spy ship Pueblo,
which the North Koreans had
captured in January, 1968.
- Frank advertised in the news-
papers for adventurers and se-

Tected his dirty dozen from the

toughest apphcants ‘He gave no
thought’ to the ‘possibility ‘that
some of them may have applied
from the'wrong side of the law.
In obedlence to' the colonel’ s

mstructlons Frank told them

only that they would partxc;pate
in a mission agamst Castro and
would be paid after the mlssmn
was completed.  He 'neve

leatned until later he swears,
that a couple ‘of his troopers|
1alsed drinking and gambling’
money by leasmg two cars and
selling them i in Mexico. Indeed,
one had been sentenced to a
federal pemtentlary in 1966 for
asimilarerime.

Eventually, Frank rounded up
hlS undisciplined - band® from
|Mexican* bats -and bawdy
hotises, loaded them aboard ‘a

ﬁshmg boat and set out for; ase-

cret rendezvouc w1th a gunboatn
that he had been told would as~
sistthem with the hijacking.. G
Bt Frank’s boatload of ‘a
venturers, alas, ran aground' 0

Jaireef . off the coastvof Brltx

H"pnduras Frank put eaght mézg
and all the firearms ashore on‘a

mangrove swamp. Then he and

four others made their way to

Belize, British Honduras, seek;«-
ingto repal the boat.

~ . The motley, mercenanee of‘
course, ‘“were spotted _and»
lounded up by the British aus.
thorities, and Frank's Mission;s
Impossmle ended m a Honduy:
ran jail.

They: were sholtly deported:
back to the United States ane
the missing autos were traced te,
Frank’s men. Angry at Frank be:
cause they ‘hadn’t beéh paid fox
the " abortive * adventme they:
told. the authorities he" had dj-
1ected them to sell the 1ea9ed;~
cars. ' ol
‘ : lways Lnown annk
Sturrfrs rman of touching sin-»
cerity, sober hablts and flerce.t,
patrlotlsm Although misss
guided, ;he ‘fully deserved the
sentence  for “his role 'in -thew
Watergate break-in. Bit ‘thé&’
|auto theft conv1ct10n I belle\e
i$ a bunry rap.

-Footnate: U8, \ttomc*
Imm Northeutt, who has arepusy
tation in Miami for dccem,\ anda
mteﬂnl\ * noted that ~Sturgis::
“thad ey y break, If he 1:1110(1'115'5
b’unv forth evidence, e
malenal the pmsecuuon Wag s
not to blame." ’\ouhcu(t alsds
eémphasized:* I‘hem was no.yeiso
<monshlp bet(\oen thie car casés

andW'lteledte“ ‘
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