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While publicly maintain-
ing support for the former
vice president, President
Nixon tried through aides to
persuade Spiro T. Agnew to

resign in the face of Ag-

new’s possible indictment or
impeachment last fail. ac-
cording to anew book on the
Agnew case.

Eventually, the Whiie
House demanded Agnew’s
resignation, the book says.

The White House manau-
vering is described in the
book ‘A Heartheat Away,”
hy Washington Post report-
ers Richard M. Cohen and
Jules Witcover.

Alexander Haig, chief of
the White House staff, is
said to have served as the
chief go-between for Mr.
Nixon in dealings with Ag-
new and his attorneys.

Agnew eventually made a
deal with the Justice De-
partment, resigned October
i0, and pleaded no contest to

a single charge of income -

tax evasion.

Cohen and Witcover dé-_

scribe how the original in-
vestigation of political kick-
backs in Maryland’s Baiti-

more county led eventually -

to Agnew and resulted in his
becoming the  highest
ranking U.S. government of-

ficial ever to resign under
threat of criminal charges.

Mr. Nixon, according to
the authors, had to decice
how to deal with Agnew be-
cause the President person-
ally faced vossible implica-
tion"in the Watergate scan-
dal and did not want to seta
precedent that could affect
his own case.

In particular, the book
says. Mr. Nixon was worried
about Agnew following what
was called the “impeach-
ment frack’; by taking bis
case to the House of Repre-
sentatives.

*“This option wasg
fraught with ominous paral-
lel for the President him-

* self,” the authors write: ““If

Agnew could be impeached
and convicted, then perhaps
it would not be so difficult
for the now-reluctant con-
gressmen to place Nixon on
the same track and ride him
out of office.

“Also. an Agnew impeach-
ment trial would raise in
unavoidable terms the basic
constitutional question vex-
ing the Watergate-plagued
President: Was impeach-
ment the mandatory first
step for a president or vice
president accused of crime,

or «could he be indicted first .

in a court of law? Finally,
once committed to the im-
peachment track, Agnew
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would be much less likely to
agree to the swift, surgical
solution that the President
wanted — his resignation.”

Finally, on September 19,
“despairing that Agnew
would ever take the hint” to
resign, Haig and presiden-
tial counsel J. Fred Buz-
hardt met with Agnew and
one of his lawyers and laid
out the case before them,
the hook says.

Haig. ‘“‘abandoning the
White House’s addi ction for
circumlocution and subtlety

let Agnew have it.”

-says the book. “The vice

president had to resign. It
was a simple, straightfor-
ward demand, and Haig
kept hammerivig away at
it.” '

Agnew finally left the dis-
cussion to his attorney and
the White House representa-
tives, but this conversation,
according to the authors.
was the decisive one, which
led to Agnew’s decision to
‘‘plea bargain” with the Jus-
tice Department for the best-
deal he could get — a deal
that the government lawyers
insisted would have to in-
clude his resignation.

The book is being pub-
lished today by the Viking
Press. '
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