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By Charles L. Gould

“Do you pay state income

taxes?” -

Ask that question ofthe -

qaverage worker and thean-

wswer is a fast “and how*”’

s

Emembers of the United
@States Supreme Court and

@‘there s a fair chance yow’ll

ﬁ be answered with silence:

. On Jan: 7, 1974, the San
Fran;clsr:o Exam.mer mailed
E‘each member of the U.S. Su-
w_*preme Court — and each of
athe three retived justiced —
»a letter with these opening
: paragraphs:
& Versy over Rwhard Nix-
.on’s failure to pay Califor-
nia State Income Taxes
during his years as Presi-
lent prompts this letter

- “It seems that theTe 1s
no better way to bring this
‘matter into  proper
<, perspective than' by learn-
&, Ing the personal prattices,
: A1n this regard, of our Su-
. preme Court justices™”

These (paragraphs; were
»~followed with questions ask-
ing’if the recipient vdted in
state elections and ‘whether -
he paid state income taxes
or Distriet of Columbia in-
come taxes.

The letter brought one re-
sponse.

Retired Justice Tom Clark
was prompt in replying. He
votes in Texas. Texas has no
state income tax.

Florida, Nevada, South
Dakota, Texas, Washington
and Wyoming are the only
states without state incomsa-
taxes.

While Justice Clark does
not-pay a Texags income tax,
he does pay District of Co-
lumbia income taxes.

The other 11 justices voted
in silence.

On February 1, 1974, a sec-
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t;: Ask that question of the .

“The continuing contro- ~_

- tion at the first opportu-

ond letter was mailed to
each of the 11 non-answer-
ing justices. The message
was brief:

“On Jan. 7th I mailed
each of our Supremie Court
justices the accompanying
questionndire.” Thus far I
have not received your re-
sponse. Sincerely.”

On Feb. 4, a gracious let-
ter was mailed by Justice
Thurgeod Marshall. He de-
clined to.answer the ques-
tions.

On Feb. 13, Margaret
McHugh, executive secte-

" tary to retired Chief Justice

Warren wrote to report that

. . . he has not been in his
office. I will bring your
questionnaire to his atten-

nity.”

On Feb. 14, Justice Lewis
Powell politely responded
that “it has been my, policy
not to respond, eertainly
where political implications
might be drawn.”

.On Feb, 19, Justice Potter
Stewart wrote, ““It has been

my policy not to try to an-
swer such inquiries, not be-
cause I have thought théem
impertinent or an attempted
invasion ‘of privacy but in
the interests of this eourt as
an institution separate and
apart from the two political

branches of government.”

On Feb. 28, Justice Wil-
liam Rehnquist wrote polite-
ly declining to answer the
questions.

On ‘- Feb. 16, a response
was received from Justice
Byron White. He does not
vote in stats elections. How-

ever, he ‘does pay state in- |

come taxes in Virginia, his’
state of residence.

On March 7 and 8 — two )

months after the first letter
to the’justices — a follow-up

letter was mailed to those |

who had not responded to
earlier correspondence.

“Taxes? Top jurists mum

How ]ustlces rephed 10 query

Over the past three months, The San Francisco Ex-
aminer has sought to learn whether the nine members -of
the U.S. Supreme Court — and the three retired justices —
pay state income taxes or District of Columhbia income
taxes on their federal salaries.

Here is the scorecard on replies:

Blackman No response

Brennan No response-

Burger Wrote declining to answer
Clark No state income taxes in Texas
Douglas No response ,

" Marshall Wrote declining to answer
Powell Wrote declining to answer
Reed Pays DC income taxes

. Rehnquist Wrote declining to answer

- Stewart Wrote declining to answer

“Warren Pays DC income taxes

= Pays Virginia income taxes:

White

i On March 14, a response
was recelved from Justice

“Stanley Reed. He pays Dis- 1
; trict of Columbia income '

“on all monies received by
him. A tax return has been
filed with the State of Cali-

- fornia each year, and if any

.. taxes on his salary,

On March 13, Mary Burns,
administrative secretary to
Chief Justice Burger, wrote

_that the Chief Justice felt as

.did Justice Powell and
“would not respond to 'such

inquiries,

On April 1, Margaret
McHugh, execunve secre-
tary to retired Chief Justice
Warren, wrote as follows:

“_“Our records show that the

' Chief Justice has paid in-

~

come taxes both federal,
state and District of Colum-
bia, on all taxable income
received by him.  “After
coming to Washington in
1953, he continued to pay the
full Cahfmma tax until 1960.
On Aug. 30th of that year,
the Franchise Tax Board of
California ruled that ‘the
Chief Justice is outside of
the State of California for
other. than temporary or
transitory purposes and is
therefore a nonresident um-
der the California personal
income tax law.’

“Since that date, he has
paid the full amount of the
District of Columbia taxes

taxes were due over and’

above those paid to the Dis-
trict of Columbia, of which
he is a residemt, they were

promptly paid.

~ “Chieéf Justice Warren has
retained his voting residence
in California, and has al-
ways voted in state elec-

tions.”

Thus far, no Tespanses
have been received from
Justices Douglas, Brennan
and Blackman.
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