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apin Says He Ignored

. Most Data From Segretti

...Calls Bogus Campaign Material a Boring

Jafne

i - ‘Hodgepodge of Junk>—One Charge
Dismissed as Both Sides Rest g

By DAVID E.

ROSENBAUM

Special ta the New York Times

. WASHINGTON, April 3 —
s+ Dwight L..Chapin took the wit-
- ness stand in his own defense
i-. today and testified tha he had
~-~paid little attention to the po-
weilitical sabotage activities car-
rraried out by Donald H. Segretti.
Mr. Chapin acknowleciged
-2 that he hegl regularly recieved
niscopies of Bogus campaign ma-
e terial printed by Mr. Segratti,
- but he said tha he had quick-
ly become ‘“bored” with what
he called “a hodge-podge of
>ojunk™  and started throwing
Attaway the envelopes from Mr.
;= 8egretti . “without even open-
2riing them.”
‘7. Mr., Chapin, who was Presi-
o1 dent Nixon’s appointments sec-
“tretary during the first four

g

the evidence on this accusation
was “fuzzy.”

The evidence on one other
count—that Mr. Chapin lied
when he swore to the grand
jury that he had instructed Mr.
Segretti to talk with the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation—
seemed sketchy to observers at
the trial. '

For the other two counts, on
which the government has of-
fered considerable evidence, Mr.
Chapin’s basic defense is that if
he made false statements to the
grand jury, he did it uninten-

understood the questions or be-
cause of a differerice in seman-
tics.

Heavy Responsibilities

years of his presidency, is
- charged with having lied to the
** Watergate grand jury about his
“*relationship with Mr. Segretti.
“‘He is the first person to be
»4'brought to trial by the Wazer-
" gate special prosecutor, Leon
o Jaworski. -
"ot Mr., Chapin testified today
'© that H. R. Haldeman, who re-
signed last April as President
~'Nixon’s Chief of Staff, had ap-
"7 proved the hiring of Mr. Seg-
T-retti in 1971 to disrupt the pri-
#''mary campaigns of Democratic
" Presidential candidates.
“=""He implicated Mr. Haldeman,
who is under indictment on
charges of trying to cover up
the Watergate scandal, while
clarifying a White House mem-
orandum that a Government at-
torney read in court.

Both the Government and the
defense rested their cases to-
day, the third day of the trial
in the United States District
Court here, aand, dfter final
arguments and instructions
from Judge Gerhard ‘A. Gesell
tomorrow morning, the matter
will go to the jury. %

One Count Dismissed

Judge Gesell dismissed one
of the counts- against
Chapin today after. “hearing
only the prosecution’s. case.
That count concerned whether
Mr. Chapin.had lied when he

Mr. Chapin pictured himself
as a busy man, concerned with
such weighty matters as ar-
ranging for the President’s trip
to China, and he said that after
he had hired Mr. Segretti he
pretty much left his old college
friend on his own. : 3 -

“Weren't you interested in
what Mr. Segretti was doing?”
the assistant prosecutor, Rich-
ard J. Davis, asked' at one
point. .

“Not particularly, no,” Mr.
Chapin replied.

Mr. Segretti was released
from prison last week after
serving more than four months
of a six-month sentence for dis-

tionally and because he mis-,

John W, Dean 3d leaving court in Washington yesterday
after testifying at the trial of Dwight L. Chapin.
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respect- to any single or par-
ticular candidate.”

On the first point, Mr. Chapin
swore that he had never dis-
cussed the distribution of ma-
terial with Mr. Segretti, that he
had instructed Mr. Segretti to
hire others and not to get di-
rectly involved himself and that
he had never discussed with
Mr. Segretti how the material

‘|was passed out.

There was the following ex-
change between Mr. Chapin
and his attorney, Jacob A.
Stein:’ :

Q. To this day can you re-
call any conversation with
Mr. Segrett about the distri-
" bution - of campaign state-
ments of any kind?

A, I cannot.

Q. Are you familiar with

tributing unauthorized cam-|
paign literature.

He was the key wintess
against Mr, Chapin, testifying
yesterday that he reported reg-
ularly to Mr. Chapin, sent him
copies of the material he was
passing out and received some
instructions from him.

The two most serious of the

Mr.|.

told the grand jury .a year ago
that he did -not know of the
zrrangments made to pay Mr.
Segretti’s salary. .
Judge Gesell declared “that

three counts remaining against

| Mr. Chapin are that he lied

to the grand jury in the fol-
lowing instances:

QWhen he said that he had
never discussed the “distribu-
tion” of campaign literature
with Mr. Segretti and was not
“familiar with” anything Mr.
Segretti had distributed.

QqWhen he said that he did
not “recall” expressing interest

anything Mr, Segretti distri-

buted personally?

A. No, sir. :

Asked for his definition of
the word “distribution,” Mr.

Chapin, who is now on leave
as a United Airlines execu-
tive, rsponded, “the word dis-
tribution means to me how
something goes from the point
of production to the consumer.”

Focus on Front Runners

On the question of whether
he told Mr. Segretti to con-
centrate on any specific candi-
date, Mr. Chapin swore that he
did not, just as hé had testified
to the grand jury.

What he did say, Mr. Chapin
declared today, was that Mr.
Segretti should focus on the
“frent-running candidates,” not

in or giving Mr. Segretti “any

directions or instructions with

any specific person.
When he was shown a note

|only that Mr. Chapin made false

in his own handwriting direct-
ing Mr. Segretti to disrupt the
Presidential campaign of Sena-
tor Edmund S. Muskie of Maine,
Mr. Chapin said that he-did not
remember writing the note now
and did not recall it when he
testified -before the grand jury.

Proof of intention

If he is going to be con-
victed, the jury must find not

statements to the grand jury,
but that he did so deliberately.

To bolster their case, the
prosecutors produced a
“chronology” written by Mr.
Chapin in November, 1972, out-
lining many of Mr. Segretti’s
activities and mentioning the
names of -specific Democratic
candidates.

Mr. Chapin acknowledged
that he had prepared the
“chronology,” although its pur-
pose was never made clear,
but he said that what he meant
when he gave his answer to the!
grand jury five months after
the chronology was written
was “only that there was no
masterplan against any particu-
Ir candidte.” s

Mr. Chpin said that he had
begun working for President
Nixon during his 1962 cam-
paign for the governorship of
California, and that he had
worked regularly for him from
1966 until he left to work for
United Air Lines in early 1973.

The President, Mr. Chapin]
testified, never knew of. Mr.:
Segretti’s activities, and he
added, “my own goal was to

keep him from embarrass-
ment.”




