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with lightning i 1ation
bling upon his ouse ecrime waves.
On March 17, 1973, he learned about
the Ellsberg burglary. On April 25 Em
Attorney General found out about it.
Then Mr. Nixon ordered the informa-
tion sent “immediately” (his word) te
the judge in the Ellsberg trial.

On March 21, 1973, John Dean told
Mr. Nixon he had been paying hush
money to Watergate defendants. On
April 23 Mr. Nixon announced that he
‘had called Dean to assure him, “You're
still my counsel.” On April 30 he fired
‘him. Today Mr. Nixon refuses to sur-
render tapes of Watergate-related con-
versations.

This is why some incorrigible skep-

tics doubt the intensity of Mr. Nixon’s
reiterated desire to “get the whole

Mr. Nixon’s story is that a lot of his
employees ran amok because of some
dreadful misunderstandings of his
stated wishes. People kept misconstru-
ing his words. = -

For example, Egil Krogh, head of
the plumbers unit, ordered the Ells-
berg burglary. He thought he was com-
plying with Mr. Nixon’s forcefully ex-
pressed desire that “the unit should
find out all it could about Mr. Ells-
berg’s associates and his motives.” (Mr.
Nixon, May 22 statement.) Mr. Nixon
has said (May 22) that the burglary
was a dreadful but understandable
misunderstanding. “Because of the em-
phasis I put on the importance of pro-
tecting national security, I can under-

ten approval: “If done under your as-
surance that it is not traceable.” Ehr-
lichman says he did not think he was

approving burglary. He says the bur-

glary was a dreadful misunderstanding
of his words. :

On Sept. 15, 1972, when the grand
jury indicted only seven people in con-
nection with the Watergate break-in,
Mr. Nixon said something complimen-
tary to John Dean. Mr. Dean, who had
been struggling to keep the lid on the
cover-up, thought he was being compli-
mented for his struggle. So he strug-
gled on. The White House says this
was a dreadful misunderstanding.

On March 21, 1973, Mr. Nixon said
“it would be wrong,” and- he says he

is disapproval. | il
i story appears to be
: ourglary and the
ulted, inlarge

t er-up res

measure, from inadvertent misunder-

standings by people who couldn’t get

straight what Mr. Nixon was saying he

wanted. Students of Ogden Nash’s po-

etry will recognize this as the “Uncle
Hannibal the Cannibal” defense:

I often grieve for Uncle Hannibal

Who inadvertently became a cannibal

He asked Aunt Mary to roast the
gobbler;

She understood him to say, the cob-
bler.

It I understand the White House
story correctly, Mr. Nixon is like Uncle
Hannibal. And Krogh and even Dean
are like Aunt Mary, whose zeal ex-
ceeded her judgment, and who did
wrong in a cause she deeply believed
to be right.



