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Kleindienst

Seen Plea

Bargaining’

By Bob Woodward
and Carl Bernstein

Washington PosL Staff Wntels :
Former Attorney Genf
Richard G. Kleindienst is 1
bargaining, according to 0
formed sources, and has Len‘%a-
tively agreed to plead guilty
to a misdemeanor charge in
connection with his 1972 c1§1

gressional testimony about
International Telegraph ax;d

Telephone Corp. antitrust case. .
In return for his guilty plea,
"Klemdlenst expects to re-
wceive no prison sentence and,
believes that he will not: 7.fpe‘
lisharred from the practice’of .
“law in his home state of Ari-
-zbna, the sources said. #
“ Kleindienst’s lawyer has|
told the Watergate sr)ec;all
prosecutor’s office that the |
férmer attorney general’ is‘
w1111ng to plead guilty to a mis-|
demeanor charge for making
false or misleading sworn
statements about the ITT case
during Senate confirmation
‘hearings on his appointment
as the Nation’s top law enfor-
cement officer.
No such specific mlsdemea~
nor charge exists, the sources‘
said. Both sides are now at-
temptmd to find an approp,r;
.ate misdemeanor charge _fo
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which Kleindienst can plead *ea:

guilty.

Despite the lack of a fmal‘ F

adreement Special Prosecuto
Leon Jaworski has mdlca’ced‘J
that he will probably accept'
such an arrangement, accord-|
ing to several sources.

One well-placed source re-
ported that several members
of Jaworski’s staff are notl!
,pleased with the tentative ar- |
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{,] that

mtions were asked about the set-

has maintained that they are
not contradictory.

L_hi ¥ be-l He has said that his tesi-
“ﬂ‘ﬁd mony about lack of White
touse interference applied

only to the summer of 1§71,
when the settlement was be-
ing negotiated, and not before.

However, the sources said,

attorneys  from the special
vrosceutor’s  office concluded

sufficiently broad ques-
[tlement at the Senate hear-
ings 1o reguire Kleindeinst to
rm rlose the order from the
vsident.
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Yor example, Sen. Birch
vh (D-Ind.), a member of
Jdudiciary  Committee,
leind [if  there

ggestions coming
m e White House as {n
vhat aclion should be taken
Justice Department” on
ITT case.
sir,”
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Kleindienst re-
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-another point Klein-
testified: “As I have
ed fully, in the discharge

of my responsibilities as the
acting attorney general in

| these cases, I was not inter-

od with by anvbody at the
hite  House. I was not
importuned; 'I was  not
pressured; T was not directed.”

Kieindienst also testified: “I
would have had a vivid recol-
fection if somecne at the
White House had cailed me up
and said, ‘Look,” Kleindienst,
this is the way we are going to

;. |handle that case” People who

ww me, I dow’t think would

ik to me thet way, but if
v odid it "‘ould he a

iRY

inte

rp impact on my mi
2 I be ?vew I know how
would have responded. Neo
i conversation took nlace.”
In a statement on Oct. 21,
3 Kleindienst acknowl-
however, that former
House chief domestic
John D. ¥hrlichman
him on April 19, 1971,
and directed that ITT ease not

-mtmmed him that we had
determined {o take the ap-
peal” Kleindienst said, “and

e _ihﬂ.t he should so mform the

President. Minutes later the

tpgti-| President called me and, with-

under

i

the

ITT

ol
hody

on  the

at

Sait=
con-
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out any discussion, ordered
me to drop the appedl
“Immediately thereafter, T
word to the President
if he persisted in that di-

sent
that

s rection I would be compelled

to submit my resignation . . .
The President changed his
mind and the appeal was filnd

S0 davs later in the exact form

(d

it would have been filed one
-|month earlier.”

Sources said this week that
Kleindienst’'s chief aim in the
r:m"rm;i, plea bargaining is to

3 3

adiation officials in Arizona
a rveading on his
chances of keeping his law li-

|ecense and he econsiders them

cood, the sources q'ﬁd

neither r!crw nor
m xhaic Klieindienst has
tacted the association.
According to the Arizont
rules on disbarment, a lawyer
vho pleads guilty or is con-
victed of a misdemeanor is
"m,ahj»:» ' to disciplinary action
conly if the misdemeancr in-
voles  “moral  turpitude” a
term open to interpretation.
The Arizena Bar Association
csman said that the Ari-
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zona Supreme Court decides
each individual case of possi-

bie.disbarment.




