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‘Common Cause Tells of
Swelling Election Coffer;

Washington

Political ftreasuries for
thigs fall are alreadyfilled
with at least $14.2 million in
cash for the election cam-
paigns of member of the
House and Senate, according
to a study released yester-
day by Common Cause.

Of the total, $11.6 million

Is set aside in committees

formed by special interest

groups such aslabor unions,
medical association, busi-
ness, political action com-
mittees and dairy industry
groups.

The largest single amount
listed in the reports waks.$1.4

million set aside by the As- -

sociated Milk Producers
Ine., which is under investi-
. gatign for its contributions
in previous campaigns:;;

Another " $1; mthon was
listed by nine maritime re-

lated groups and unions. The'

United .Automobile Workers

- listed-$717,000.and the Amer-
ican Medical Association

and related groups Iisted
$889,000, the study showed.

“Anyone who thinks the
Watergate scandals have
put special interest givers
out of business had better
take a close look at these
figures,” said Fred Werthei-
mer, director of the Com-
mon = Cause campaign fi-
nance monitoring project.

He said he could gee “ng
way to restore confidence in
this system when the same
old thing is’still going on.”
In total, business agricul-
turee, health and profession-
al groups listed $5.9 million
on hand as of Fefruary 28

this year. Labor listed just

slightly over $5 million.
National Republican party

- committees that support

House andSenate races re-
ported $2.1 million on hand,

‘while similar Democratic

committees reported $522,-
000.

Among these abre_' _§uch
sub-groupings as the N. ation-
al Education Association
and affiliated state groups
which Iisted $116,000; six
conservative groups with
$71,000 on hand; six liberal
groups with $218,000 on hand
ant%C _11 rural electrie €oop-
erative  associationg with
$96,000‘- S g
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