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Votes to Impeach

Washington

Declaring President Nix-
on’s ‘“dilatory tactics” have
rebounded against him in
Congress, Senate Majority
Leader Mike Mansfield said
vesterday that he now be-
lisves “the votes are there”
in the House to impeach Mr.
Nixon.

The Montana Democrat
told newsmen that if the
House orders the President
to stand trial in the Senate,
it should begin within two
weeks, be televised to the
country and go forwardto a
conclusion regardless of the
political caléndar. ’

“The election will be sec-
ondary,” the  Majority
Leader declared, In reject-
ing @ suggestion that the
trial might be postponed
past the November mid-
term voting.

Taking '@ notably more
critical tone toward Mr. Nix-
on than has been his custoin,
Mansfield said firmly that
“I would. not approve of”
legislation to grant the Pres-
ident immunity from subse-
quent prosecution for any
acts involved in the im-
peachment trial.

Such legislation has been

SEN. MANSFIELD
More critical of Nixon

proposed by House Ways
and Means Committee
Chairman Wilbur Mills
(Dem-Ark.) as a step to-
ward encouraging Mr. Nixon
to resign wvoluntarily from
office. &

Mansfield said he is op-

‘posed to both resignatio

and immunity. .

“The matter should take
its regular course,’”” he said.
“We should not have anoth-
er Agnew sitnation,”’ refer-

~ ring to the agreement by

which former Vice President

Spiro Agnew resigned in re-
turn “for the government
waiving all but one charge
against him.

At breakfast with report-
ers, Manstield said “I don’t
know” what the House will
do on the impeachment
question,- “but I talk to
House members and they
‘think the votes are there.”

He, attributed this shift, in
part, to the ‘dilatory tac-
tics” he said Mr. Nixon and
his lawyers have used in ob-
jecting to the House Judici-
ary Committee’s requests
for additional evidence,

Quoting the President’s
contention that the Judiciary
Committee “wants to bring
a U-haul trailer and haul
out” all the White House
records,” Mansfield said.
“That might be a good ides.
It would speed things up.”

In a separate interview,
Senate Minority Whip Rob-
ert P. Griffin (Rep-Mich.)
said “the likelihood” of the
President’s impeachment by
the House ‘‘seems much
greater today than it did a
month or two age.”
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