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WASHINGTON, March 27—
Attorney General William B.
Saxbe said today that it was
“entirely” up to the House
Judiciary Committee to decide
whether to allow the White
House to take an active role
in the House impeachment in-
quiry.

The committee’s decision, he
said, will not be subject to
appeal in the courts. '

At the same time, however,
Mr. Saxbe sided with both the
White House and Republican
.members of the Judiciary Com-
Imittee in their view that the
|White House should be allowed
‘to participate in the inquiry.

i The Attorney General called
‘the White House bid for an
active role reasonable and sug-
gested that the American peo-
ple’ would mo, LM‘ ifm the
irequest was granted.

Partisan Division

The issue has split the Ju-
diciary- Committee along parti-
san lines, with Democratic
|members contending that White
:House participatien in the pres-
ent stage of the proceedings
“(rias' premature and unwarrant-
e

The controversy became
known last Wednesday when
ithe committee made publictwo
[letters from the President’s
Ichief defense counsel, James
D. St. Clair, outlining the White
House position. Mr. St. Clair
argued that it was imperative
that he be permitted to “cross-
examine witnesses, suggest wit-
nesses to be called and intro-
duce relevant and material evi-
dence for the committee’s con-
sideration.” ) R

The . committee chairman,
Representative Peter W.Ro-
dino Jr., Democrat of New Jer-
sey, said last week that grant-
ing of Mr. St. Clair’s request
could turn the House proceed-
ingo into a full-scale trial ra-
J|ther than an inquiry into whe-
ther to bring charges against
President Nixon. Such a course,
he said, would conflict with
the constitutional provisions
giving the Senate the sole pow-
er to try a President.

Precedent Lacking

History provides no clear-
‘lprecedent. In some impeach-
ment proceedings lawyers have
‘Iplayed the role that Mr. St.
Clair - envisions and in some
they have not. In the only im-
peachment of a President, An-
drew Johnson, there was no
such participation in the House
‘Iproceedings. = -

Mr. Saxbe.. expressed his
views in response to questions
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at his weekly breakfast meet-
ing with reporters.

From time to time Mr. Sax=
be’s remarks were interrupted
by the toppling of a Justice
Department microphone into a
plate of doughnuts. Each time
the microphone fell an aide
picked it up and propped it
back in place against a tape
recorder.

Mr. Saxbe, in good spirits,
did not seem to mind. Nor
did he seem to mind the ques-
tions about President Nixon—
although in equally good spi-
rits he tried to avoid discuss-
ing the President’s problems.
He said that he did not want
to comment on the question
of Mr. Nixon’s refusal to pro-
vide the Judiciary Committee
with all the material it had
requested.

‘Comment on Taxes

Then, asked about the Presi-
dent’s projected tax liabilities,
Mr. Saxbe said that a taxpay-
er who signed his return was
presumed to know the contents
of the return. He added that
he was speaking hypothetically,

The Attorney General took
the occasion to criticize pro-
posed legislation—the subject
of Congressional hearings this
week—to make the Justice De-
partment independent of the
Presidncy.

Th bill, was offered by
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr.,
Democrat of North Carolina,
‘who is chairman of the Senate
Watergate Committee. He pro-
posed it as a means of remov-
ing the department ‘“from the "
play of partisan politics.” The
measure would limit the Presi-
dent’s power to remove the
Attorney General from office
and to appoint Assistant Attor-
ney’s General.

Mr. Saxbe has repeatedly
rejected the argument that the
department should be depoli-
tized, and today he explained
his position thus: “You've got
to be easily able to throw the
rascals out,” and the best way
to do this is “through the
polls.” :

Mr. Saxbe said that if the
department was headed by a
“remote, protected civil serv-
ant,” he would not be “respon-
sive to anybody. Political
patronage,” he said, “has al-
ways lead to responsibility.”

Mr. Saxbe also said that the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
did not know where Patricia
Hearst was being held by her
kidnappers. He said, however,
that he was satisifed with the
bureau’s performance in the

case.




