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What Dean
Withheld -

From leon

New York

John W. Dean III admitted’
yesterday that he withheld

from President Nixon a re-.

quest by John M. Mitchell to.
cool a “runaway grand
jury” that was on the trail
of the former attorney gen
eral.

“Wasn’t this the period ! |
when you were telling the |

truth to the President, all
the truth?” the former
White House counsel was
asked.

“Yes,
plied with emphasis.

“But you saw no need to ?3
tell the President that- your; 5
friend, John Mitchell, asked?

you to call the Pres1dent’
own attorney general about
what was going on in New
York?”

“No, sir,”’ Dean answered.%i
There had been prior testi- !
mony at the criminal con-!
spiracy trial of Mitchell and '
former Commerce Secretary ,
Maurice H. Stans that Dean“

was asked to “take action”
against the New York grand -
jury through Mitchell’s sue-
cessor, Attorney General
Richard Kleindienst. ‘
Mitchell and Stans are ac-
cused of impeding a Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion fraud inquiry into the
opegations of financier Rgb
ert L.~ Vesco, in return zfor

AT

on campaign. They
rged with conspira-
cy,
and perg‘m y.

Most of-the day was devot-

ed to a sustained defense a‘wey
tack on Dean’s credibility as | |

governmént witness, During
the course of the cross-

examinatjon, partial | tran-

scripts from two White
House tapes plus sections of
a ‘White House outline relat-
ing to. .a/ third tape were em-
ployed b?,r defense attorneys.

A ‘Government spokesman
said it was the first time
such evidence relating' to
presidential
ever had heen introduced at
a criminal trial.

indeed,” Dean re-
3 Fleming Jr., was the first to

35 $200,000 secret cash
contribifion to Mr. Nixon’s

obstruction of justice

conversations -

ness stand when the trial
was recessed until today.

In two days of intensive .
interrogation, Dean - proved J
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hunself an’ e\*tremely -self-
" contr olled witness. Never
. once dld he raise his voice,

jeven when the cross-
“examination was at its most
.. scathing.

Dean’s testimony occa-
: ., Slonally brought the mild re-
| f ‘buke from Judge Lee Gag-
11ard1 when the witness tes-
t1f1ed Wlth undue verbosity
0 a - question otherwise
[ ‘served by a yes o no an-
"‘, swer. ’

Dean accepted this witha
. grave nod of the head and a
. bland, “Yes, your honor.”

Mitchell’s lawyer, Peter

make use of the taped tran-

seript, as he set out:to ques-

tion Dean’s credibility.

It related to a conversa-

. tion between the witness and
“the President March 20,
"1 1973. Fleming asked Dean:

Q. Did you tell President
_#Nixon that Mr. Mitchell had
"jcalled and asked you to call
- Mr. Kleindienst?

~A. Not thelatter part.

K. You never mentioned to
# the President any request by

#I Mr. Mitchell that you, a per-
',~ son of little clout, call Mr,
Klemdxenst’

A. No I dldnot

Q. In fact, the Wo1 ds “‘run-
. away grand jury”’ were your
' words to the Premdent"

e —

A. That is correct

@. You did not attribute
those words to John Mitch-
vell, did you’ ,

{ After examlmnd a tran-

wordq 1 tlus 1anscr1pt 27

ng sought fo imply
m his questioning that the
| Mitchell call about Klein-
,nd,lenst was not on‘this own
“behalf, but because the
‘grand jury in New York was
| going far afield in its inquiry
. and bringing in such names
. as former presidential -ap-
| pointments secretary
! Dwight Chapin and Donald
Segretti, the dirty tricks op-
eratiVe of the 1972 cam-
paign. ‘ .
“Wast’t Mr. 1\/[1tche]1 call-

Dean still was on the wit-

. President that,”

scnpt of the tape Dean an-
: words are my ;

ing simply fo advise the

“White. House..that the assist-

ant U.S. attorney here in
New York were asking ques-
tions about Ppeople entir ely

. unrelated to Vesco, like Don-
1 oald Segretu?” in

Fleming
asked

“No I dld not adv1se the
Dean re-
wpliedf

#Did.you advise the Presi-
dent ‘that Mr. Mitchell said
he had been asked questions

about E. Howard Hunt and
Segretti?”

Yes, Idid,” Dean replied.

“But nothing about the ad-

vice to call your friend Mr.

Kleindienst about the grand |

'jury?”
“No, sir,” Dean responed.
Pointing out that Dean is a
coconsp'n'ator-, but not a de-
fendant in the Mitchell-

Stanis indictment, Fleming
asked:

Q. Is it correct that you

refused to give any testi-
mony here until Fou re- .

ceived assurance you would
not be indicted? :

A. No,
truth? ‘

Q. On your oath? ny

A. On my oath.

The 35-year-old * Dean
caught the attention of the
nation last year when he
starred as a witness before
the Senate Watergate com-

that is ynot the .

mittee. Last October he .

p%eaded guilty to conspmnc
tq obstruct justice in the
break-in at the Demoacratic
Na‘aonal Headquarters and
1s awaiting sentence.

*Wlthout ever mentlomng
the name Watergate, Flem-
ing established that Dean
had been given' immunity
when he testified before the
Senate committee. Then, re-
turning to the frial here,
Fleming said:

Q: Do you expect the testi—
mony you have given in this
court to be brought fo the at-

. tention, of whatever judge .

sentences. you in Wagshing-
ton?
A: T would hope so.
Q Have you been told 507
A: No, Ihavenot.

Q::Isn’t Dwight Chapm an
old friend?
A:'He’s afriend, yes.

Q: ‘And you hope that any
testimony you give against
Mr. Chapin will be brought

to the attention of the judge®

that sehiences you?

Az Yes.

Chapin is awaiting trial in
Washington on four charges
of lying under oath to the
Watergate grand jury con-
cerning knowledge of Se-
g'retti’s campaign activities.
Dean is expected to testi y
to having had conversatio
Wlth Chapin about Segretti.
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