MAR 26 1974

SFChmmc}eThey re Still Welcome at:

By Vera Glaser

Washington

H. R. Haldeman and John
Ehrlichman, former presi-
dential aides now indicted in
connection with the Water-
gate scandals, are still wel-
come at the White House.

Earlier this month Bob
Haldeman was seen glad-
handing administration offi-
cials at the Executive Office
Building, which houses the
overflow of Nixon advisers
from the mansion next door.

That was the day before
IIaldeman was arraigned in
U.S. District Court here.

Ehrlichman has visited
the ‘White House several
times, ‘according to sources
there. He dropped in at least
once in February to chew
the fat with a former aide,
Tod Hullin, and others. k

There is mno record of
Haldeman or Ehrhchman
havmg seen President Nixon

_ since they were indicted, but

: they do seem to get friendly
treatment from administra-
tion personnel.

John J. Wilson, ‘an attor-
ney for Haldeman and Ehr-
lichman, appeared to be or-

chestrating their defense
with that of the President.
He fried—until Sunday—to
block the release of the
grand jury report on Nixon's
alleged Watergate involve-
ment to the House Judiciary
- Committee, which is ‘study-
ing the impeachmsent ques-
tion.

On his - March 8 Wlute
House Vlslt Haldeman
swapped greetings and
pleasantries with, among
others, Office of Manage-
ment and Budget chief Roy
Ash, Economic: Advisers
Chalrman Herbert Stein,
special assistant to the"P,res—
ident John Nidecker and

staff aide "Mlchael Raoul-
Duval.

Lawrence ngby, who was
Haldeman’s confidential
aide, now”works for Freder-
ick Malek, deputy OMB
chief,  but is regarded
around the White House as
“Bob’s man on thews
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worked out of Higby’s office
while. reviewing his. White
House files to prepare his
defense.

Higby is believed: to be

Haldeman’s conduit to the .

Nixon inner circle, and it
was he who instructed White
House guards to admit
Haldeman on the Iecentws-
it.

Raoul-Duval described
“one . of the
most competent and honest
men I've ever known,” and
said “he was in great spirits.
He had that new han'cut and
a great tan.”

Nidecker said he: almost'

didn’t recognize Haldeman
with long hair. “I thought it
looked dopey.”

On March 9, H:sldeman

‘and Ehrlichman, along with

five other ex-Nixon aides,
who have been indicted, ap-

_peared before U.S. District

Judge John J. Sirica.

Haldeman pleaded inno- '

cent to charges of conspira-
¢y in the Watergate burgla-
ry, obstruction of justice and
perjury. Ehrlichman en-
tered a plea of not guilty to
co acy, perjury and ob-
tructlon of justicé in the
coverup.
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