Washington .

The White louse con-
demneéd the news media yes-
terday for reportingthat $17.
million in taxpayers” money
had been spent on President
Nixon’s homes in Florlda
and California.

“It’s just not true” said
/ press secretary Ronald Zie-
-gler. -

The money f"(i (
wntamed nj a.

ernment Operations sibcom-
mittee. It’s cugtents were
leaked to newsmien — in-
cluding the allegatmn that

‘ expenchtm es totaled more |
than $17 million — about $7

million more than previous-
Ty Teported.

R sald the monelg was
a ye@lﬁpel iod

a fair
mcusal”

ﬂ]ought othe1 ise.

o A parm an:  Democrat
( Brooks) releases'a figure of
$17 million and the media
absorbs it like a sgonge and
reports it as being s ent on
the President’s hom " Zie-
gler said. ke

" “These are not “expendi-

‘tures on the President’s pri-
vate homes. They are five-
year costs for communica-
tions, office equipment, sala-
ries and support costs,” he
said. ;

s

The ranking Repub‘h an
on the subcommittée, Repre-
sentative John H. Buchan-
nan of Alabama, called a
news conference to de-
nourice the report as a “total
distortion.” He said oniv
$205,000 of the total amount
was ‘spent on the homes with
the remainder going for sup-
port facilities' that included

er 3 five-
on cmmnumcati’ons facilities,,
offlce equlpment s[ecurlty, %

" : dent’s property,”
leon s homes But Zleg}er

N BUCHANAN
3 ;_bh':ili disl_jortion’ 3

ployees.

“I. just don’t want the
American people to get the
idea that $17 milh’oif was
spent to fix up the 'Presi-
Buchan-
nan said. “It’s that $L7 mil-
lion figure that will be i m the

headlines and people W111 fix .

on:”’ \:,

Zfeglel recalled tt%at the
White House itself 1ssued a
report itemizing supp011
‘costs amounting $10 mﬂhon
at the President’ shomps He
said this had chsclosed that

on. the President’s homes
‘agg properties for security.

irposes was ‘“no more than
$‘? D 000, or somethmg close
to. fhat ” .

He added “but f;he Ameri-
; e keep® getting it
hammered hgmg to them
that millions o dollars have

een’ spent on theWPIeM-
de%ff]:s homes S
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