By Stephen Isaacs
¢ Washinglon Post Stalf Writer
NEW YORK, March 19—
Former Republican National

.
|
I

Chairman Leonard W, Hall

testified here today that an as-
sociate of Robert L. Vesco
asked himto set up a meeting
with William J. Casey, then
head of the ‘Securities and Ex-

change Commission.
" The' associate, Howard
Cerny, is listed as an unin-
dicted “co-conspirator in the
trial of: John N. Mitchell and
Maurice H. Stans, which was
in its 21st.day today.
- At the time, the SEC was in-
| vestigating Vesco and his com.
-panies. Mitchell and Stans are
accused of intervening in that
investig@tion in exchange for)
a secret' $200,000 cash contri-
bution to ‘the 1972 Nixon cam-
paign, which they headed af-
Cabinet posi-

ter leaving their
tions..;,;

‘Testimony today brought
out the fact that Cerny did, in-
deed, meet with Casey. in’ Sep-
temper, 1972, but the ciredm-
stances of the meeting were
not amplified. 4 o
~Casey  was a partner in
Halls New York law firm be.
fore becoming SEC chairman;,
and, as-Hall said today, “we
have [had] . . . since 1946, not:
only a business relationship
but a close social, family rela-
tionship. . | .»

- Hall  represented Nassau
County, New York, for seven
terms’ in Congress and was

chairman of the Republican
National Committee from 1953
to 1957.

Today he blamed his spotty
recollection of = events con-
cerned with the Vesco request
to his ‘advancing age—he is
now 73—and often could not
recall testimony that ‘obvi
ously had been rehearsed be-
forehand with the prosecutors.

‘Hall has not forgotten his
bountiful sense of “humor,
however, and he had the
courtroom—including the usu-
ally dour presiding judge, Lee
P." Gagliardi—laughing on 4
number of occasions.

Hall said that lawyer Cerny
first._came to him in April,
497410 get him to set.up a
meeting with Casey and that

Hall finally did ask Casey to
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meet on Vesco’s problems two[igs_ who worked for Vesco tes-
or three times later in thelfified about the $200,000 that

year. . @

Each time, he said, CaseyrBaﬂey’

would say, “Len, no.”

Testimony also brought out
that at their first visits, Wall
brought up with Cerny a
foundation he headed that was

trying to raise $100,000 to build
an alevoe for President Theo-

dore - Roosevelt’s papers
Harvard University.

Cerny, he said, was a direc-
tor of the Hayden Foundation,
with informa-
tion on how to apply for a
grant and, eventually, $25,000
was contributed by the Hay-
den Foundation for his pet

provided him

project.

On cross-examination, Hall
insisted that as far as he was
concerned, there was no con-
nection between his requests
for a meeting with Casey for
Cerny and the foundation’s

bequest for his foundation.

Peter E. Fleming Jr.,, Mite-
hell’s lawyer, asked, “Did Mr.
Cerny ever ask you to fix the

case in Vesco's favor?”

~“Well, if he had,” replied
Hall, “that would have been a
short conference. He would

have been out of the office.”

" Hall also delivered a brief
lecture on the virtue of being

able to make contacts:

“. .. You can’t be a con-
gressman for 14 years and an
assemblyman for seven years
without doing this sort of

thing, and 1 would say, M.
Fleming. {hat contlacting peo-
ple is the biggest part—the
biggest area—I think of a con-
gressman’s work in Washiag-
ton, and I hope it never
changes because it gives us a
chance to keep up communica- )
tion with the people.”

Also today, prosecutor John
R. Wing told the judge, in try-
ing to get testimony admitted
into evidence from a' repre-
sentative of the General Ac-
counting Office, that “there
will be evidence to the effect
that Mr. Stans had something
to do with preventing “dep-
ositions Dby Vesco associ-
ates” “from being filed pub-
licly . .-.>» ‘ ’

This afterncon, two secretar-

iVesco sent to Washington.

In the testimony of Shirley
Vesco’s confidential
Isecretary, it came out that
|Vesco was in ‘effect a fugitive
from justice (which he is),
which prompted Walter J.
Bonner, Stans’ lawyer, to
move for a mistrial’ as he has!
many times so far.

Judge Gagliardi denied thei
request, ‘But, as he did so, he
questioned the prosecutors as
to Mrs. Bailey’s testimony and
whether they ought to charge
her with perjury. A

Mrs. Bailey testified today
that Laurence B. Richardson
Jr., a Vesco associate, had told
her that he believed Vesco to
be guilty. of the charges the
SEC brought against him on
Nov. 27, 1973.

Fleming brought out that
she had given an exactly op-
posite affidavit in the SEC
case earlier.

Mrs. Bailey, a nervous wit-
ness who appeared to be on
the verge of tears, said she
still is paid by Vesco. She said
that when Richardson re-
turned from delivering the
$200,000 to ‘Stans, he said.
“Well, T delivered the pack-
age. I hope it does the trick.”

Mrs. Bailey said she was
the person who delivered a
package addressed to F. Don-
ald Nixon, the President’s
brother, a package that even-
tually ended up with Mitchell,
who gave it back to amother
Vesco  associate, Harry 1.
Sears.- g




