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ixon Promises

“To Stand, Fight’

or Presnleney

Hlts Crltlcs
In Congress

And the Press

i By Carroll Kilpatrick
b Wushmz'ton Post Staff Writer

HOUSTON, March 19—
With the third friendly
audience in less than a week
cheering him on, President
Nixon carried his. anti-im-
peachment campaign to the
people again tonight with
new attacks on a foot-drag-
ging Congress and a critical
press.

“It . . . takes courage to
stagd and fight for what you
believe is right,” he said to
an _applauding crowd, “and
that’s what I'm going to do.”

He called again for a speedy
resolution of the impeachment
question “because, believe me,
dragging out Watergate drags
down America.”

He made the comment in

sdeclaring that if he provided : . .

all the information the House Presxdent leon i Houstor® Seén. Jaie

Judiciary: Committee is re- statement “does not cause mie to ‘reassess my poésition.”

questing it would prolong the

investigation “that has al-

ready gone on too long.™ The President asserted,
Although he appeared some- when asked if he believed the

what Jdess assured than he did country might be better off

last sFriday - in Chicago and if the Watergate burglary

morefense than in the relaxed had never been detected, that

setting of the Grand Ole Opry the #breakin was ‘“wrong,”

in . Nashville Saturday, the “stupid” and “should never

President seemed to malte a have happened.” k

hit. with his audience, which “It should never have been

- United Press Internatxonal

he hopes will influence the covered up,” he said. “I’v}f }
legislators sitting in judgment done é%erythi;; .1 can to sé&’
of him. ‘|that it is uncoVered.”

Appearing almost in a cam-
paign role, and repeating
arguments and phrases-he has X .
tried on other occasions; Mr. VZ
Nixon broke little new ground S0 that mé“ SPGWDT os'ecu%i'
except in his opening an- the grand jury ‘and now tﬁe
nouncement on energy: ration- House Judiciary Comniittee
ing will be unnecessary and can glave access to all the
Suniday gasoline sales can be facts. ‘
resumed as a result' of the ‘He made no new conces-
tlifting of the Arab oil boycott. sions, however, to the Judi-
(  With Congress appearing tc ciary Committee, which has
be increasingly hostile toward accused him of trying to de-
him,. e fgevertheless launched fine the limits of its impeach-
an atvack emiitifor “dragging ment inquiry and of with-
its feet” on energy measures jholding essential information
,he ‘has recommended. it requires to do its job.

In several jibes at thepress, Turning to the economy, the
he declared that he is not ob- President acknowledged that
{sessed by press reports, is not theﬁ past few months have
going to be diverted from his ] been difficult. That difficult
objectives by’ press critifisrlrg period will continue for a few
and thinks a President should: )
“treat the press just as fairly See PRESIDENT, A10, Col. 5
as the press treats him.”

He said he has proba:bly

gone further than is wise 1n
{ving gcutive -privilege

T, From Al

hs, due mainly to the,
crisis. he said.
N‘evertheless he maintained
that in the latter part of the{
vear unemployment will go.
~down and the pressure for'!
higher prices will abate.

Increased production of en-
ergy and of food is the chief
need in fighting and getting
the economy on a sounder
footing, he said.

“Farmers have never had
it so good,” Mr. Nixon said
when asked what assurance
farmers have that higher pro-
duction will not eventually
lead to a break in prices. i

“I do not expect, that farm
lers will have a b‘;ld‘t ” hei
said - @

The hour-long appearanceﬁ
here before the convention. of
the National Association; of
Broadcasters was different
from his appearance ¥Friday
before the Executives’ Club in|
Chicago in that the questions’

v__‘duct its investigation and to

were tougher and pointed
;more to issues in the news. A
panel made up of radio-tele-
vision news directors and in-
vited members of the White
iHouse press corps resulted in
‘more adversary questions.
When CBS correspondent
‘Dan Rather won applause as

‘he approached the microphone

to ask a question, the Presi-
d. Rather if he was
runm or something.
ir, Mr. President,”
Rather replied. “Are you?”
NBC correspondent Tom
Brokaw followed up with an-
other tough question that in
effect accused the President
of  providing inaccurate and
misleading information in dis-
cussing the issue of confiden-
tiality of presidential papers.
Without directly responding
to Brokaw’s challenge, the
President repeated his argu-
ment that the principle of
confidentiality of presidential
papers must be preserved to

~|protect future Presidents. .

Without it, he said, there
would be instability in the

. |office, adding that he would

not give in to any demand

tHatiswould weaken the presi-
dengy or result in “destruction
of the presidency.”

Mr. Nixon said he would
never give Congress a ‘“hunt-
ing license or fishing license”
to search through presidential
papers, but he maintained
again that he had and would
cooperate with the Judiciary
Committee.

Nevertheless, he insisted that
ithe ¢ommittee already has
“enough information to con-

see whether any charges
against the President are true
or false.” . 2
Discussing why a President
should not resign under fire

or change policies because his
popularity is down, Mr. Nixon
recalled once more the bomb-
ing of North Vietnam in De-
cember, 1972.



Despite- the fact thatisome
members ‘6f Congress believe
he should he impeached for
carrying out that bombing, he
reiterated his Dbelief that it
was a wise and necessary.act
in ending the Vietnam war,

Some of his own advisers
urged him to stop the bomb-
ing when criticism mounted,
he said. “I considered their
advice,” he said. “I did not
take it.”

The President said he want-
ed future Presidents to ha
able to make such a “strong,
right decision.”

Before returning to Wash-

1ing’ton last Wednesday, Mr.

Nixon will visit the Lyndon. B.
Johnson Space Center -lere
Wednesday morning. He has
no other announced schedule

Jfor the week, but press secre-

tary Ronald L. Ziegler, reter-
ring to ‘thé:stepped-up publi¢
campaign the President has
waged in the past week, said
Mr. Nixon would make appear-
ances “on a regular basis?.



