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Ex-White House Ajde Says
“He Was Told to Stay Out
" of the Vesco Matter

N

By MARTANLARNOLD

Daniel Hofgren, a former
White House "aide, testified
yesterday that he had. asked
John N. Mitchell if he had had a
meeting with Rabert L, Vesco
on the financigr! problems and
was- told,” “You'stay.away from
thﬁ_t-" g L
j--He-added;~*When-John Mitch:
&ll says, ‘You stay away from
it I stay away from it”” The|
line evoked a loud laugh from|
Mr. Mitchell..- -
; Mr. Hofgren then said that
the following day hc told
Maurice H. Stans that “I had
fun into Mr. Mitchell and that
itchell said, ‘Stay away from
the, Vesco matter, and Mr.
Stans replied, “0.K., we'll take
care of it in another way.””
Mr. Hofgren's testimony went
to the heart of one of the per-
juty counts against Mr. Mitchell,
the former Attorney General,
who had testified before a
rand jury on April 24, 1973,
that he *never told Mr. Hof-
gren to stay away from any-
thing.”

Other Witnesses

Other developments yester-
day relating to- the conspirdcy
charges against Mr. Mitchell
and Mr. Stans were as follows:
9Hugh W. Sloan Jr., another
former White House aide, testi:
fied-that-a-record- of Mr:-Ves-
co’s secret .$200,000 contribu-
tion to Président Nixor's re-
election campaign -was de-
StTOyed At VI Stans's betest—
{7 8W"Mark Felt, " former
second in command of the Fed-
eral Bureau ‘of Investigation,
testified that Mr. Mitchell,
when. he was Attorney Gen!

eral, used the F.B.IL's overseas
personnel to intercede on be-
half of Mr. Vesco who was i
a Swiss jail following a suit by

Continued on Page 14, &)lumn Z

2N

Witness Rebuts -Mivt,chelllv :

T Ve Row Vork i

Peter Fleming Jr,, tight, lawyer. for John N. Mitchell,
cross-examiriing Daniel Hofgren, a former-White House

il aide, at the Mitchell-Stan e

::Abau;ﬁ\ilescalnvoilvéme—nt‘ .
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{|stockholders, . [
*| - But the bulk of the day was
:|devoted to Mr. Hofgren, ‘a tall,
-|plump, well-manicured__man,|
:[whose dark hair  was slicked
Jdown and parted in the middle,
-Jin the manner of.a Scott Fitz-
:|gerald figure. The prosecution
:watness,_ iS now-an joveStment
‘|banker.. - x
Mr. Mitchell-and Mr: -Stans;|
gihxo wm bt:gh leaders igoxif the
on-re-election campaign, are
‘[acEused-of-perjury, obstruction
Jof "justice " an conspitacy for

mission - investigation “of Mr.
Vesco in return for the $200,000
n,

cash contributior

It was Mr. Hoferen, at th
‘|time a fund-raiser for t.he.ls7§
Nixon campaign, who bad a
|chance meeting aboard an air.
linet “early in 1972 with a
|Vesco associate, and suggested
to.the associate that Mr, Ves-
.[co, who is now a fugitive, might
.|want to make a substantiﬂ'mn-;

ut
{¥as from that mesting that this

minal conspiracy tri; -
‘|veloped. . u‘ac tnal de

Mr. Hofgren testified that ag
a.result of that meeting Mr.
Vesco set up a meeting with
Mr. Stans for March 8, 1972,
and ‘the latter said that the

Nixon campaign needed toi
raise $40-million that year be.|
cause in 1968 the Nixon cam-|
paign had cost $30-million and|
“inflation had set in.” The Nix-|
on campaign actually raised|

$60-million in 1972.

Mr. Hofgren said that Mr.
Vescoresponded-that-he-wanted
to be a ldrge contributor, but
that he had “a particular prob-
lem,” ‘and that problem was
that*he was being investigated
by the S.E.C. The witness said
Mr. Vesco then told Mr. Stans
that he wanted a meeting with
William J. Casey, then chair-
man of the S.E.C. to discuss
the case,

““Well, T think Mr. Mitchell
‘car—handle—that;”-the—witness;

quoted Mr. Stans as telling Mr. |

So far, there has been no
direct testimony on whether
Mr. Mitchell saw Mr. Vesco
that day. But the witness said
that Mr, Stans had told Mr.
Vesco that Mr. Mitchell was
ready to see him. . .- |
i That evening, according to
Mr. Hofgren, he went to a fund-|
raising dinner at the Washing-
:ton Hilton and saw Mr. Mitch-
ell.in the lobby. o
© “I recall going wp to him
‘and saying, ‘Did .you see Mr.
Vesco?' " Mr. Hofgren testified,
“And he turned around anq
said, ‘You stay away from that,'
and that was the sum and sub-
stance of 'my conversation.”

When he repeated that ¢on:
veration to Mr. Stans, the wit-
ness said, Mr. Stans had “said
something to ‘the effect, ‘0O.X,,
we will take care of it in an-
other_way. We. will handle it
in another way.’” i

Mr. Hofgten, who worked fof
Mr.-Stans-as-a fund-raiser, -tes;
tified that .even before th
arch 8 Stans-Vesco meetin;
“Vesco’s name kept comin
the campaign. financ
arters; and Mr. Stan
A I, we should tall t
John Mitch@ll about that, o

i
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something to that effect.”

Tells of Ride With Mitchell|
~On one- other-occasion, . Mr.
Hofgren. spoke to Mr. Mitchell
ibout Mr. Vesco, the witness
ied. He said that on eimér

Nov. 29 or Nav. 30, 1972, he
met Mr. Mitchell at the Wash-
in§ton alrport_and Mr. Mitchell
offered him a ride into town.
“In the course of sitt%‘g
there An the back seat of the
car-I-was-redding-a-mewspaper;
and I said, ‘Jesus, this Veﬁco
Is something’ and he "turned
and ‘mumbled something,
guess he is a crook,” and
was the total sum of the con-
versation.” )
| Under cross - examination,
Peter  Fleming Jr., "one of ’
‘MitcHell's™ attorneys, ~ ilmedi-
ately began a hard attack |on
'the witness’s, credibility.
. He said that when Mr,

gren had first testified befpre
a grand jury he said.that|he
spoke to Mr. Mitchell about Mr:/
‘Vesco on March 6, not March 8.

“I was nervous and made a
mistake, Mr. Fleming,” the wit-,
ness said, “I corrected it in jmy
second grand jury.” |

Mr. Fleming also contended
that Mr. Hofgren had testiflied
that he asked Mr. Mitchell a
.somewhat different question
about Mr. Vesco, and that| he
had asked him in a different
place even. Finally the ,def;:se
attorney ended his cross-exam-
ination with “Be a good hoy.”|

Mr. Sloan, who had “sexved
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as treasurer of the re-election
campaign, testified that he had
kept a record in a ledger book
of all the large contributiong
that came into the campaign
office. .

Somiétirme after April 7, 1972,
Mr. Sloan testified, he had a
conversation in Mr. Stans's of-
fice. )

“He gave me, as I recall it,
a bank bag, a white bag, and
indicated Btﬁat there ‘were some
$200,000,” Mr. Sloan said. “He
gsked me to count it and verify
it,and—place-it-in—thesafe;"—|

“Whether in response to my
question or whether he volun-
teered it as to who it was from,
he simply told me John-Mitch-
ell wanted it listed under the
initials JM for the time being,”
Mr. Sloan testified.

Questioned b%James Rayhill,
2 -prosecutor, Mr.. Sloan was
asked about a meeting with Mr.
Stans in which they discussed
Mr-Sloan’s-final-cash-summary |
list, and the $200,000 item with
the ipitials-J M.
“At that point, he [Stans] in-
dicated to me that ‘you have
a mistake there’ and.I said,
‘Wel, that’s what my records
show,’” the witness said. .

Mr. Sloan added that Mr.
Stans had “instructed me to
leave the $200,000 under the
iintials J M." The witness said
that he .did not ask Mr. Stans
who the contributor was.
* There came a time, Mr. Sloan
‘sald, that he destroyed hig cash
record book “pursuant to my
understanding of Secretary
Stans’ instructions to me that
he wanted only a single copy
of this information.”

Charges Agalanst Stans

Mr. Sloan’s testimony ralated]
to a section of the conspiracy
charge that walleged that Mr.
Stans-concealed -the..origin.-of |
the Vesco contribution from
members of the Finance Com-
mittee staff, caused incomplete
retords to be made, subsequent.
ly caused such records to -bef
destroyed, and finally cauced
false and fraudulent reports to
be filed with the General Ac-
counting Office to conceal the
Vesco cash contribution and
the uses to which it was put.

‘At that point, he [Stans] in-
session, Paul J. Curran, "the
United States Attorney for the
«Southern District, walked into
the courtroom during a recess,
‘huddled with the four prose-
|cutors and then walked to the
ichambe_rs of Judge Lee P.
iGagliardi, who is presiding, for
[a conference,
i ‘Defense attorneys were sums
imbred—to——that-—-conferencey
which lasted 65 minutes. The
Tt_ranscript of that- conference
‘was sealed. .

Judge 'Gagliardi told the
prosecutors, in the. absence of
the jury, “I will take care of
that-matter before the evening
is out -and report to you on
Monday- - morning - the- results|
that I have had and we ‘will
be ready to go on at 9:45 on
‘Monday morning.”
i On .that mystery, the day
concluded. I —
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