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Sﬂbert B efends Hls Conduct

Of Ist Watergate Investlgatmn

By Timothy S.-Robinson
- Washington Post Staff Writer

a (Acting U.S. Attorney -Earl J.

Silbert, * who. prosecuted -the -
’orlgmal Watergate case, has'
filed a detailed nremorandum-
“with.. the_ Senate = Judiciary

Committee defending his role
‘m .that case. -

.- Silbert, who ‘has been nomi- -
nated to become U.S. attorney- -
-here, wrote the memorandum °

at the request of the commit-
-tee,-which—must" act- on- his

‘nommatmn The committee is-

expécted to hold public hear-
‘ings on' the nomination, but ne
. date has been set.

. The' memorandum is in the
form of a response to'a report
Written by attorney Charles

‘Morgan 'Jr., director of the
Washmgton office of the
American” vaxl Liberties

Union. The report was highly
critical of Silbert’s perform-
ance in the Watergate probé
and accused him of cooperat-
-ing with the Nixon administra-
tion in-a Watergate caver-up.

Silbert rejects’ that conten-
tion in the 31-page memoran-
dum, his first detailed expla-
nation of the prosecution role
‘in - the” investigation. 'While
there is little new information
ini the report, it is the-only de-
tailed ‘publie descnptmn of
that probe from the prosecu-
tor’s standpoint. -

It is known that Silbert and
‘the other two: original Water-
gate “prosecutors, -
Glanzer and Donald Campbsll,
have filed such memorandums
with- the Justice Department
and "the Watergate ‘special
prosecutor’s office- in the past
in direct response to specific
critical articles and publica-
tions.

—-However,—-those have - not

) bert Baid in -the report re-

Seymour|.

EARL J. SILBERT
. ..answers ACLU ¢harges

the

been released since they refer|a
dxrectly to grand jury testi-
mony or’ have ‘been considered
internal memorandums, Sil-

leased “yesterday. The report

to- the - Senate . Committee
omits such references and
memorandums.

In the .Tnemorandum, re-|
leased by the Senate commit-
tee, Silbert said the public rec-
ord -“of the .accomplishments
of ~pur—investigation- -is- “both:
meager and distorted™ because|
so much of it was done in se-
cret grand jury sessions.

He “said his memorandum|
should not be viewed as
“defensive in nature” desplte
its being a point-by-point re:
sponse to a critical report.

Without being critical of the
Watergate special prosecutor's
office, Silbert pointed out that
much of that office’s public
work has been a result of the

‘original prosecutors’ ' secret
work.

_' cémpréhensive prosecutive the-
ory. the development of a tac-
* tical and strategic approachto

" .the case, the discovery and

-these and other accomplish-|

Silbert said.

. bell w1thdrew from the case

The‘formulatxon of a

the further. development of

disclosure of the Ellsburg bur-
glary . and its relationship to
the. Watercate - cover-up ..

ments  of our investigation
not part of 4he pubhc record,”

Silbert, Glanzer and Camp—

last June at ‘their own initia-
tive about five weeks after Ar-
chibald - Cox was -appointed
special _prosecutor. A letter
from Cox to Silbert th'mkmg
him for “invaluable help” in
Watergate probe was

ttached to Silbert’s memoran

um.

Morgan, the author of the
ACLU report, said-last night
‘he would. not have any com-
ment on Silbert’s response at
this time, adding ~that he
wanted to read it in detail be-
fore deciding whether - such
comment would be made.
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