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Evidence Denied Jawgfski-
and Sought by Inquiry an -
Impeachment Is at Is_sfue %

WHITE HOUSE IS BALKING

‘ Ziegl;‘f"Hinxts at Relucté’nc;e ‘
to Give Material—Panel .-
Shows Rising Irritation

it

"By BILL KOVACH ‘i
Speclal to The New York Timed _
WASHINGTON, March 12 —
A major confrontation betWeen
Congress and the White ngse
‘| appeared today to be develop-
- ing over information the White
‘House'is withholding from the
House Judiciary Committeg.
At issue is the request of"the
committee’s impeachment - in-
|quiry for evidence covering the
[same--ground as evidence’ the
'President refused to give to the
‘special’ Watergate prosecutor,
‘Leon Jaworski. { :
In a long briefing today, the
White House press secretary,
‘Ronald L. Ziegler, suggested
'that the Administration was
unwilling to supply further ma-
'terials to ‘the impeachment in-
lquiry. it
-House Panel Angered
Apparently infuriated by the
(White House disclosure |yes-
‘lteirday of the nature of  the
‘evidence sought by the gom-
mittee—42 tape recordings of
Presidential ~conversations —
members pressed today for a
more formal White House |deci-
sion and one member urged
issuanee of a:subpoena tobring
the matter toa climax. i
The White House atfitude
toward the committee’s request
seems«to support -the growing
feeling. on Capitol Hill that
Mr. Nixon would sooner risk
impeachment for defying the
‘House committee than on the
;basis' of any further evidgnce
-accumulated in the impeach-
ment inquiry. - 0» Y
That feeling was supported
by Vice President .Ford when
(he told newsmen today that
| White House refusal to comply
with a House subpoena, should
Eone be issued, might be‘ the

catalyst that would bring about
President - Nixon's : impéach-
ment: He added, however, that
he did not believe the White
House' would follow such a
COUI‘SQ, F:

Material Withheld |

The material that both Mr.
Jaworski and the impeachment
inquiry have been unable to
obtain from the White House
covers Presidential conversa-
tions with five aides over a
number of days both before
and after the March 21 ‘con:
versation in which the Presi-

dent contends he learned’ of

the Watergate cover-up,
As Congressional concern in-

‘creased during the day, the Ju--

diciary Committee chairman,
Representative Peter W, Rodino
Jr., Democrat of New Jersey,
scheduled a Democratic caucus
for ‘tomorrow morning. The

" meeting was apparently - called

in an effort to head off any
precipitate action by members
eager to bring about the! con-
frontation before the staff has
framed .the outling of its pros-

Continued on Page 26, Column 6

‘|be impervious

T
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pective  case

|President. g
Mr. Rodino said the material

iwas  hecessary “because

!lot; of questions’ unanswered
jand [is] nbt intended by this
[committee as part of any fish-
ing expedition,”

Sources familiar - with in-
vestigation report that both Mr.
Jaworski and ‘the-impeachment

inquiry staff belicve-the conver-| ..

sations could either support or
|refute’ the President’s conten-
ition that he first learned of the
[cover<up on March 21, The ma-
terial thus could be the most
crucial ‘evidence in' the chain
of events leading to-the present
confrontation. - .

‘At a Judiciary Committee
meeting , scheduled for other,)
inon-impeachment business, Mr.
|Rodino ‘and members of both
‘parties took time to criticize
the White House sharply for

by Representative Charles W.

it]
‘bears on matters that leave a
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James D. St. Clair, to Federal
District Judge John J. Sifica
late last week. Although. ntﬁe
White House maintained,. in
court that it was taking .no
position on whether or not ‘the
court should turn a sealed
grand jury report over to. the
impeachment inquiry, the ' let-
ter asserts the White House
right to examine that report
should the court decide to serid
it to the committee. e
This type of White House

|tion now being felt by commit-
tee members’ was an outburst
)“Sandman' Jr., Republican of
iNew Jérsey.

Mr. Sandman, who keeps his
own counsel and has hardly
;Spoken ‘in  earlier committee
imeetings, said ‘in irritation to
,' his colleagues in today’s meet-
iing:

IONI I hear about is how far
!the President is willing to £go,
jor is not. willing to go. When

are "We going to start runningl  Review Held Impropefii’
this investigation?” feview of the ' me ~rial, !tfe
Committee members were|committee membe; ; agreed,

would be improper and a letter
Wwas sent to the judge today
stating the committee’s right
to the material without precon-
dition. The ' report is beligved
to contain evidence on  the
President’s conduct uncovered
by the grand jury investiga-
tion. " )

Sources familiar- with -the
‘Watergate investigations . Te-
ported today that Mr. Jaworski

furious on learning of  the de-
tails of the request for informa-
tion sent the White House by
their own staff 'in news ac.
counts this morning originating
rom the White House. Their
anger was increased by the im-
plication” of the White House-
generated articles that the re-
quest was. part of gz “fishing
expedition” on the part of the
committee,

publicly disclosing information

(the committee had treated as

confidential. . '
Outburst by Sandman

As part of an effort to dem-
onstrate 'to the Administration,
the courts and the public that
the impeachment inquiry would.
i - to public leaks
of sensitive information, the
specific request of information
had been kept secret from all
but the two senior members of
the 38-member Judiciary Com-
mittee.

A clear indication of the de-
terioration of the relations be-

|tween 'the' committee and tha

Administration and the frustra-

was prepared to go to court
to compel the White House
to produce the tapes and other
evidence now being withheld.

“This release of the letter,”
said Representative Jack
Brooks, Democrat of Texas,
during the meeting, “is an af- ow
front to the comity between Short of issuing a Congres-
the White House and the Con- sional subpoena, the impeach-
gress of the United States and|ment inquiry staff is reluetant
I think the hucksterism of the|to make other legal moves' to
White House should not detract,Obt{iln the ‘material from the
from the decency and for- White House. faT
bearance of the committee.” This reluctance is: based'on

“It is clear,” he continued, |the position taken by the com-
“The White House is not going mittee that the impeachment
to cooperate with this commit.|process is not  subject-" to
tee and it is just a matter -of icourt review. Any effort to
time before we have to send a involve the court in the process,
subpoena down, there.” through subpoenas. or other-
"~ Committee members also ex-{wise, they feel, would: establish
pressed concern about a letter|a precedent and open the en-
sent by White House counsel,'tire process to court review.'
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