Nixon
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Showdown
Seen on Efforts
For New Data

By Richard L. Lyons
and Carroll Kilpatrick
Washington Post Staff Writers

The House J udiciary Com-
mittee and the White House
moved closer to collision
yesterday over the commit-
tee’s efforts to obtain more
data for its impeachment
inquiry of President Nixon.

First,” the White House
angered the committee by re-
leasing to some news organ-!
izatiofis Monday a letter :fromi
the committee’s special coun- |
sel, John Doar, ’

requesting ;
tapesﬂof specified presidential

conversations. Most, ,commit-

‘tee members had not seen the
letter. They were especially
critical because the committee
has imposed on itselfa secrecy
rule on sensitive impeachment
data ‘received from the White
House or other sources,

Then, at a news briefing
vesterday, White .- House
spokesman Ronald L. Ziegler
said the committee should
study material already deliv-
ered before asking for more.
He also strongly Suggested
that:the committee should de-
fine’ impeachable offenses be-
fore proceeding further, but
refused to make that an abso-
lute. condition for giving the
committee more material.

“We are nrepared to cooper-
ate,’ Ziegler told newsmen,
but,. the overall impression
given: by his comments was
that of resisting committee ef-
forts: to obtain more informa-
tion than the White House hag
agreed to give, and part’ of |
which has heen delivered.

Committee Chairman Peter
W..Rodino (D-N.J.) repeated
his determination, backed by'a
resolution approved byg-the
House, “to obtain information
we need wherever it is.” He
also repeated his statement
that the committee will not at-
tempt to define impeachable
offenses, or grounds that thar
is a .decisinn each congress-
man must make. i

Rep. Robert MeClory of Illi-j
nois, - second-ranking commit-

¥

|Feb. 25 to James D. St. Clair,
.the President’s chief defense
‘counsel.

““that concern the ‘possible ap-|

tee Republican, said that if
Ziegl’er’s remarks. meant thal
the White House wil] not-pro- .
vide the topes requested; “it
signals a very serious confron-
tation between the committee
and the White House.”

Rep. Jack Rrooks of Texas,
third-ranking committee Dem-
ocrat called the White House
release of o letter whose key
section ide:it#ying dates ang
participants in taped talks hay
not even been shown to. com-
mittée members an “affront”
and “hucksterism.”

“The White House i
ing to cooperate,” Brooks said
at a committee meeting, “It’s
Just a question of time before
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2 subpoena down ‘

s not go-

we send
there.” 4

The committee made clea’t!
last week that it would issue a!
subpoena tc compel delivery]
of 1aformation if the White
House does not offer it volun-
tarly.” The collision would'
come if the White House ig |
norad the subpoena or went to'
court to try to have it ruled in-
valid. |
The present difficulty had!
itsépublic beginning at a cont- |
mitteé meeting last Thursday

when Doar read most of a let-
ter requesting White House
materials that he had sent on

But Doar referred to the |
key items only as ‘“‘six tapes” |
of conversations involving Mr.
Nixon and others about “the.
Watergate cover-up.”

Ziegler protested yesterday
that-the request was not for
six but for' 42 taped conversa-
tions. He said he made this
statement to show that the
committee had requested far
more data than its public
statements indicated. o

Dear’s letter was leaked by
Ken W. Clawson, White House
director of communications.

Rodino then made the Doar
letter public at the Capitol. Tt
does not state the number of
tapes involved, but illdicat(eS"vf
that the “six” referred to dif-|

ferent subject matters rather‘}u
than tapes. |
Doar’s requests
taped ceonversation
the following: s .
*The President and his for:
mer White House chief of
staff M. R. (Bob) Haldeman
“on. or about” \Feb. 20, 1873

were for
s between/|:

pointment of Mr. (Jeb S.) Ma-
gruder to a government posi-
tion.”

@ The President, Haldeman
and’John D. Ehrlichman, Mr.
Nixon’s former chief domestie
adviger, “on or about” Feb. 27,
1973, “that concern the assign-
ment of (former presidential
counsel John) Dean to work

directly with the Presidenton|
fWatergate and Watergatere-
ilated matters.”
. ®.The President and’ Déan
“on March i7, 1973 from’ 1:25
to 2:10 pom. and March 20,
11973 from 7:29 to 7:43 p.m.” |
i © The President and Ehrl-
ichman on March - 27. 1973
from 11:10 am. to 1:30 p.m.
and on March 30 from 12:02 to
12:18 p.m.

e All conversations between
the President and Haideman
andibetween the President |
and Ehrlichman during the pe-|
riod jof April 14 through 17,
1973.%

® All conversations between
|the President’and his former
| Attorney General. Richard G.
Kleindienst, and Henry E. Pe-
terson, assistant attorney gen-
eral in charge of the criminal
division of the Justice Depart-
ment. from April 15 through
|18, 1973.
| One committee member said
last week the requested tapes
also included talks involving
former Attorney General J ohn
N. Mitehell and former White
House special counsel Charles
Colson. Their names do not
laprnear in Doar’s letter.

St. 'Clair, in his reply to
Doar’s letter, offered the com-
mittee more than 700 docu-
ments and 19 tapes which'the
White House had already
given to Watergate Special|
Prosecutor Leon Jaworski.
But his letter made no men.,
tion of these six other categor- |
ies of tapes that had not Been |
,given to Jaworski. \'
There has:been no respanse |
| from the White House, exeept |
‘for Ziegler’s remarks yester- |
“day whether these tapes, |
which Ziegler said number. 42.;‘
will be turned over. : [

Rodino said he understood ]
St. Clair was to discuss this is- |
ste with the President yestet-
day after his return from a.
Florida weekend. |

Ziegler, like St. Clair. por-!
trayed the House committee |
as requesting blanket permis- |
siof"t0 rummage thréysh=all
of the President’s files andj’as
Mr. Nixon said at his news.
conference last Wednesday, to

““paw” over them in a “fishin
# expedition.”

They appai‘ently drew that

. conelusion from this language

in Doar’s letter: E
“We believe the next logical -
step is to have you outline for
us how the White House filesi
are indexed, how presidential
pavers are indexed, and how:
presidential conversations and |
memoranda are indexed. We
are particularly interested in.
knowing how the files of Mr. |
Haldeman, Mr. Ehrlichman,
Mr. Colson and Mr. Dean are |
indexed. If we could work out |
a way whereby members ofi
the inquiry staff may examine |
these files for the purpose of!

selecting materials which,  in
our opinion, ‘are-necessaryifor
ithe investigation, | + helieve
‘that the inquiry would be ex-
I pedited.” o
! Rodino !insisted that this.
i was not a request for access to |
ifiles, but an effort to learn how|
/the svstem works so that re-..
\quests could be made more
{precise. . i

Ziegler said the committee
has noauthority “to back up a:
truck and haul off the White
House fjles.” w4

Ziegler'said, as did St Clair|
inhis letter, that the informa-!
tion offered should be suffi-|
cient for the committee to!

complete its inquiry into,
whether the President should
be impeached for Watergate

or other. matters. 2

“Aren’t you attempting to
Jin}%tllﬁ, areas of the comimit.|
| tee’s inqujry?”t Ziegler “was|
'asked.” P

“No,t he replied.' “The
| White House is trying to coop-

erate, but in a way thaf does
‘1ot undermine the doctrine of
separation of powers.” He said
(it would”be “constitutionally
irresporsible” for the Presi-
dent to/open up all files to the
committee.

Ziegler said the breadth of
the committee’s requests for
documents and tapes
“emphatically illustrates ~the
Inecessity of authoritatively de-
‘fining wWhat is an impeachable
offense.” s
But when asked whether he
was saying that the 'White
'House 'will provide no, more
material until the- committee
has taken this action to.which
it is*qpposed,‘ Ziegler gave no
direcﬁ*answea . o >

“We are prepared to cooper-
ate, to discuss additional areas
with the committee, and . we
| will enter into the discussions
[with* a cooperative attitude,”
|said Ziegler 3

The White House hadli
|agreed.to send to the commit-|'
’tee the same material it gave
iJaworski only after the; com-
'mittee responded to St. Clair’s
,concern’ about confidentiality
| of White House files /by adopt-
ling a rule binding members |
“not ta . divulge material re-
| ceivediiLast Thursday;Roding
[discouraged committee. mem- !
ibers from asking to see Doar’s
lletter to St. Clair for fear of
"' leaks.

. Rep. Edward Hutchinson (R-
[Mich.), senior committee Re-
| publican, caused a flurry dur-
,’ing yvesterday’s  committee
' meeting when he said he had

‘been told that some of the dis.
puted tapes had been deliv-
ered. Rodino later reported.
that this'was incorrect.

The meeting was called td

act ofi. other legislation tg

limit the President’s power to

poeket-veto legistation. The is-

sue of the leaked letter and

the withheld tapes was the

subject of only a few critical

remarks by Democrats. .
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