Outline of Requested Tapes

Panel Concentrates

By George Lardner Jr.-

Washington Post Stasf Writ

The new White
tapes the House Judiciary
Committee is' seeking 'sug-
gest the most concentrated
effort so far to find out
whether President Nixon
himself took part in the
Watergate cover-up.

The conversations at issue
involve discussions  Mr.
Nixon had with two indicted
aides, H. R. (Bob) Haldeman
and-:John D. Ehrlichman;
with the chief governm nt
witness, John W. Dean IiI,
and finally, with the over-
seers of the original Water-
gate investigation, Assistant
Attorney' ‘Genieral ‘Henry E.
Petéfsen an dfformer Attor-
ney - General Richard ' G.
Kleindienst. B

By White House" caleula-
tions, the House request
amounts to a demand for 42
recordings, but the meetings
and phone ‘
place on 11 days last winter

and spring when theé unrave

eling of the Watergate scan-
dal began. :
-House
gled out:
® Conversations bhetween
ther{’?resident and Haldeman
on I'eb. 20, 1973, concerning
the possible appointment of
Jeb Stuart Magruder, dep-
uty director of the Presi-
dent’s 1972 re-election ef-
fort, to a government post.
Magruder, who has since

admitted helping plan the
Watetgate bugging of Demo-
-cratic headquarters “and
then conspiring to cover up
the.scandal with i”als',@,{,testi~

investigators sin-

mony; had already spoken to -

Haldeman about his plans
"for the future—on Feb. 14,
- 1973, by Haldeman’s ac-
count. :
Testifying before the Sen-
ate Watergate committee
last summer, Haldeman said
he told Magruder a White
House post was “out of the
question” until Watergate
matters had been cleared
up, but suggested that Ma-

gruder “look into other goy- -

ernment possthilities” since
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he wanted to stay in Wash- '

ington. ;

Around the same time, in |
mid-February of 1973, Dean -
testified that he relayed to
Haldeman a report that Ma- -

gruder was claiming to have '

gotten his “final authoriza-

House.

calls all  topk -

" Camimerce

tion” for Watergate $én§pu
ator G. Gordon f_,iddf{f’s ac-
tivities  from Haldeman’s
deputy, Gordon Strachan:

Magruder was also Yeport- °

edly saying that he under-
stood “Haldeman  "had
cleared the matter with the
President.”

“After I reported thi
formation,” Dean testified
last summer, “the White

House ‘efforts to find a job -

for Magruder
tense.” .

The, Judiciary Committee
apparently is interested:in
determining if there was‘any
talk at Haldeman’s Feb. 20

became in-

S

meeting with Mr, Nixon of |
‘the .

Magruder’s role in

cover-up.

Dean has said that Halde-

manasked him shortly after
{he Watergate bugging“was

discovered “if I thought Ma- .

gruder would stand up if in-
dicted, and T said, no.”
Haldeman has said he met
with Magruder again on
March 2, 1973, and gave him
a list of available govern-

ment jobs compiled by 4he

White House personnel . of-
fice on Feb. 28. Magruder
reportedly picked out a'post
at"the Commerce Depart-
ment, which was No. 1.on
the list, and he was,‘named
direttor of the Office 6f Pol-
icy ' Development there on
March 13, by Secretary of
Frederick” B,
Dent. 1

® Conversations between

. Mr. 'Nixon, Haldeman .and

Ehrlichman on Feb. 27, 1973,
concerning “the assignrﬁ&it
of Mr. Dean to work direetly
with” the President on

Watergate ‘and Watergate-re-

lated matters.”
" Dean has said that when

" he saw the President ' that

day, Mr. Nixon told him
Watergate was “taking too
much time from Haldeman’s
and  Ehrlichman’s normal
duties and he also told me
that they were prineipals in
the matter ang I, therefore,
could be more objective

- than they.”

As the meeting came to
an énd, Dean said he and
the President walked out of

the office together. At that
point, Dean testified, he told -

Mr. Nixon “that I had only
managed to contain the mat-

-ter during the campaign,
- but I was not sure it could .

be contained indefinitely
Dean said the Feb. 27 meet-
ing was the first he had
with _the’  President on
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Watergate since Sept. 15,%
1972, when" the * origj
Watergate defendants s
indicted. : e
® Conversations .between
the President and Dean-on
March 17, 1973, betweén, 1:25
and 2:10 p.m. and on March
20. 1973, betweeh 7:29 and

7:43 pm.
According to a summary
ol Mr. Nixon’s meetings -
with  Dean that Senate
Watergate investigators ob-
tained f{rom the White
House, it was at the, March
17 gettogether * that Dean
“told the P

it had nothing?
Watergate.”

It was not until tore tha

amonth later that U.S. Dis.

trict Court Judge W. Mat-
thew Byrne, presiding at
Dapiel Ellsherg’s Pentagon
Papers trial, was told that
Liddy and E. Howard Hunt,
Jr., two " of the' convieted
Watergateé conspirators, had
burglarized the offices = of.
Ellsberg’s psychiatrist in
1971. o

.

In his prepared testimony
about the March 20 meeting
for, the Senate Watergate
committee, Dean described
it as “a rambling conversa-
tion” which touched on the
confirmation hearings for 4.
Patrick Gray III as FBI/di-
rector and problems faclng
the White House concerning
Mr. Nixon’s statements on
executive privilege and his
willingness to g0 to court on
theissue. .

“He (the President)
opined that he did not think
that the Senate would be
dumb enough to go for the
bait he ‘had given them, bt
he was hopeful that they
might.” Dean reported.

“The March 20 conversa. |

tion evidently concerns a
plione call that evening
from the President to Dean.
Dean has said he had al-

ready been told of Hunt's I

new threats to expose the
“seamy things” he had done
for the White House if /he
didn’t get more money, Af-
ter deciding to lay it all out
for the President, as he has
. but it, Dean said he told Mr.
Nixon over the phone “that
I wanted to talk to him ‘as
soon as possible about the
Watergate matter because I
did not think that he fully
realized all the facts and the
implication of those facts
for people at’ “the White
House as well asthimself.”
Dean met with the Presi-
dent the next morning,
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March 21,1973, and told him
“that«there was a cancer
growing on the presidency.”
Mr Nixon acknowledged af’
his press conference last
week that Dean also told
him “that payments had
‘begn made to (Watergate)
defendants for the purpose
of ‘keeping them quiet, not
sinfply for their defense.”

The President’s admission | !

#H4s led to protests that he |
“viclated the law in not pass- | i
ing/ the information on to

government prosecutors m
the  Watergate case. The
original Watergate defend-
ants-were not sentenced un-
til-Mareh 23 — two days af-
ter Dean’s report to the
President.

“® Conversations between
the President and Ehrlich-
man o March 27, 1973, from
11:10 am. to 1:30 p.m., and
on March 30, 1973, from
12/02 to 12:18 p.m.

The President has said
that. following the March 21
meeting, he sent Dean to
Camp David “to write a full
report of everything he
knew.” When Dean did not

sproduce the report, Mr.
~Nixon said he told Ehrlich-
man on March 30, 1973, “to
conduct an independent in-
vestigation.”

Haldeman’s testimony, .
however. indicates that
Dean was assigned only to
prepare a report for public
consumption.

¢ All conversations be-
tween the President and
Haldeman and the President
and Ehrlichman from April
14'through April 17, 1973, +
Lhe President said last

week that if was on April 14
that' Ehrlichman submitted
his _report. Dean has testi-
fied that the next day, on
April 15, the President made
remarks implicating himself
in the Watergate cover-uﬁ,
but the White House has
siftee said that this conversa-
tion was never recorded.

® All conversations be-
tween the President and
Kleindienst ‘and the Presi-
dent and Petersen from
April 15 through April 18,
1973:

The President had a
drawn-out series of meetings
and phone calls with the
two Justice Department offi-
clals in the four-day period.
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