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Payment Date :

uHush Money'

' ’Washington
~: ... The Watergate grand jury concluded that a dis-
- puted “*hush money” payment to the attorney for E,
~Howard Hunt Jr. was made on ‘the evening of March
2, less than 12 hours after a White House meeting in-
i — volving President. Nixon,

sources close to the inveg-
tigation said yesterday.

The sources said that spe-
cific testimony fixing the
date and time of payment —
which' has been challenged

by the White House— was
provided to the grand jury .

by Frederick C. LaRue, the
former Republican re - elec-
tion committee official who
served as go-between in
hush money payments.

In an interview with the
New York Times Monday,
James'D. St. Clair, Mr. Nix-
on’s attorney, pointedly
drew attention to a chart
published during the Senate
Watergate committee’s
hearings last summer in
which Hunt, one of the Wat-
ergate ;burglars, placed the
final date of payment as
March .20.

St. Clair’s point obvioiisly
was that if the paymentdid

take place on the 20th, it .

could not have been author-
ized as aresult of the March
21st meeting attended by the
President.

During their Senate testi-
mony, Hunt and LaRue ex-
pressed vagueness about the
precise date of the payment
— the last delivery of hush
money to Hunt’s attorney,
William C. Bittman.

The Times’ sources con-
ceded LaRue’s vagueness
before the Senate but said
that the delivery date of
March 21 cited in the indict-
ments had been, in the
words of one official, “yery
firmly “established by the
grand jul‘y." ” ),f' .}E o
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