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Sears, Vesco T rled to Useleon Kln'
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JerseyY Repiblican; pahtman

{éstified thit" Vesco “to! _;";e," : Gy
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:What do you mean?’ that it_is; hul. hg a. log-of peo- r-oxmeetxon with Ve ol$200- “;as ma§ked; ”Hold tot- arnv‘al
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{ MITCHELL, From A1.

Vesco apparently had pre—‘
pared some materials for Don

;Nixon to pick up at the Essex
'House hotel here in Manhat-
‘tan

‘testified, “ ‘Well, Don never

arrived’ ” » and Sears and Mite-

hell agreed that-Sears would
take the folder back to Vesco.
‘But, Sears said, hédid not

g1ve it back to Vesco Instead,’

he took it home, and “I even-

jtually put it on a shelf in a
llarge closet which is adjacent

to the den in my home.”
We took 'it ‘down once to

look at the contents; he said,
then put-it back and only re—'

moved it last April when he
.brought it to the grand. jury
mvest1gat1ng this case in New-
York.

-.Sears again was a reluctant

W1tness today, and for the sec-
ond time government prosecu-,
tor John R.' Wing tried,-unsuec-
cessfully, to have him de-|
rclared a hostile witness so he,
could .. cross-examine Sears
about discrepancies between
his -testimony” in court and
that before the grand jury.

Sears said that he and Mitcn-

ell had -a number of conver-
sations about delaying-a sub-
poena-issued-by—the-SEC—for
Vesco: to ‘appear on Oct. 11,
1872—just before. the 1972
election, - and : that Mitchell
“thought the subpoena was go-
ing to be withdra -

Mitcheli said to him, Sears

" Vesco, said ‘Sears, was sure
the SEC was trying to bore in
on the transfer: of @ $250,000
from'a bank in Nassau to Bar-
clay’s Bank -here, suspecting
tthat-the money was ‘a .secret
campaign - contribution " (and,
$200,000 of it was). :
“Vesco," said 'Sears, *. . .
told'me .. . he was going to
assert. the Fxfth Amendment
or .‘assert. his constitutional

ment to the effect, T hope the
cause that {5 really just like

- |another contribufion.’ ” -

Sears testified that . Vesco
“was. positive  that .the .[the
SEC staff]. were a'ttemptmg to
make a connection between:
 that: ’cransactlon and a:contri-
bution. s

- Vesco, said -Sears, was sure
the SEC-was trying to bore in
on the transfer: of $250,000
from a bank in Nassau to Bar-
clay’s Bank -here, suspecting
-that-the money was a secret
campaign contribution  (and
$200,000 of it was). A
“Vesco,” said.Sears, *“. , .
told me . .. he was going to
assert the Fxfth Amendment
or -‘assert. his constitutional
privileges and .Wasn’t going to
testify and he made a stdte-
ment to the effect, ‘I hope the]
hell I make them happy be-
cause that is really just like |
another contribution.’ ”

privileges and .Wasn’t going to
testify and “he ‘made a - stste-

hell I make “them happy be-|

Sears testified that  Vesco
i“wag. positive that the [the
iSEC staff]. were attempting to
‘'make a connection between
that ﬁ'ansaction- ‘and a-contri-
bution. °

—“He said, as I recall it, in;
Bubst!mce, that ‘those bas-
tards-would like nothing beter
than to nail me and the Presi-
dent to the wall together,’ or
Words to that effect. .

* “Vesco- said, as .he put it,
‘Theres no.way that I am go-
mg’to testify. This would blow
!the lid- because the interpreta-
tion*on it by the media on this
is'going to tie the contribution
to.:the SEC mvestjgatxon in
‘some way.’.

SHE. said, ‘It’s going to ‘be
blown up like the ITT affair.

3And he:said, as I'recall it,
“Nixon may survive some of

ars said that when he. told ‘
ﬁitchell, ‘the former: attorney|
_general suggestedm trylng ‘to




election day, Words to that ef-
fect:

“I indicated I hoped so, too.
And ' Trecall ‘my saying, ‘Do
you think that it is possible?’

“And he said, ‘Well, I would
eértainily hope so, if they have
any concern - for. the President
of the United States.’ ”

~AfterVesco had gone to the

SEC 'and- taken  the Fifth
Amendment,” Sears told Mitch-
ell about it.
- “L -dgm -sure: Mr. Mitchell
said, ‘Please tell'Bob that I am
grateful,” or in substance,
words to that effect.”

Soon thereafter, however,
four of Vesco’s associates who
knew about the money trans-
fer- were subpoenaed to - ap-
pear before the SEC in its in-
vestigation of Vesco and his
companies. So again Sears
went to Mitchell, he said.

" “What- if. anything - do you
think can be done’? ” Sears re-
called asking Mitchell.

:“And Mr. Mitchell said,

———— T e

‘Well ... don’t tell Vesco—but
this time I will go through the
White House. I am gomg to
talk to John Dean.’ ” -

- Sears also testified that
Vesco told him that the presi-
dent of Costa Rica, Jose ‘Fi-
gueres, had written to Mr.

Nixon telling-the President -
that he was concerned ahout .

the SEC investigation. .
Vesco at the time was mak-

ing—heavy. - investments-. in-«.-

Costa Rican enterprises.

The ‘letter, Sears said, ex-
pressed Figueres’ ‘“concerns
and (let) the President know -
that he hoped in some way the
situation ... could be amelio-
rated.” - ’

That letter, introduced into
evidence, carried the
sentence: “Mr John Mitchell,
your former Attorney Gen-
eral, is familiar with the. mat-
ters. »

Sears will continue testfﬁr-
ing when the tmal resumes on
Monday



