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Ellsberg Case: Nixon Role in Question

Desire for Secrecy Held Motive

:
By Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein
-~ CV.oabington Post Staff Writers

fosterday’s (ndictrnent sn
connection with the 1971
burglary of the office 'of
Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia-
trist makes no charge or
even a suggestion that Presi-
dent Nixon was involved.

Nonetheless, investigative
sources said this week that
serious questions still exist
about Mr. Nixon’s role in'an
alleged cover-up of the Ells-
berg burglary. )

According to the prosecu-
tors’ theory of the Water-
gate cover-up, possible expo-
sure of the Ellsberg break-in
was one of the main factors
in the decision to try to buy
the silence of the Watergate
burglars.

This is because former
White House aides E. How-
ard Hunt Jr. and G. Gordon

Liddy were involved in beth

illegal operations. According
to this theory, a full, unfet-
tered investigation of Water-
gate probably would have
led to discovery of the Ells-
berg burglary much sooner.

This is a matter dealt with
in the main Watergate
grand jury’s secret report

News Analysis

turned over to federal Judge
John J. Sirica last Friday
when the major Watergate
indictments were issued, the
sources said. That report is
intended for the House Judi-
ciary Committee investigat-
ing possible impeachment. - »

The grand jury that
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handed down yesterday’s in-
dictments in the Ellsberg
case did not issue a similar
report.

Yesterday’s indictment
charged three former Nixon
aides and three other men
from Miami, including two
of the five men who broke
into the Democrats’ Water-
gate headquarters on June
17, 1972.

It presented for the first
time the grand jury’s legal
conclusion;that the break-n
was a violation of the law.

By implication this

- means that the grand jury
has concluded the Ellsberg
break-in was not justified
on national security
grounds, as the President
has at least twice main-
tained.

In addition, Mr. Nixon
previously has said that he
approved the creation of the
White House special unit
called the “plumbers” which
was responsible for investi-
gating news leaks.

“I approved the creation
of a Special Investigations
‘Unit with the White House
—which later came to be
known as the ‘plumbers,’ ”
the President said in a pre-
pared statement issued last
May 22,

And  yesterday’s indict.
ment named all the mem--
bers of the plumbers unit
as either indicted of unin-
dicted coconspirators.

Investigative sources said
that the existence of a spe-
cial unit that operated out-
side of normal government
channels also raised ques-
tions about its legality. One
source went so far as to say
that Mr. Nixon was “in ef-
fect the head ‘plumber’ he-
cause of his high interest in
news leaks.”

“Of course there was a
coverup of the Ellsberg
burglary,” another source
said earlier this week.
“Many people in govern-
ment knew about it for 18
months before there was



any investigation . . ., hut
the indictment will be si-
lent on the issue. That’s
someone else’s problem,” in-
dicating the House judiciary
committee.

It is ‘a matter of record,
from the President’s own
statements and from sworn
testimony of others, that
Mr. Nixon knew of the Ells-
berg burglary for about one
month before it was dis-
closed to prosecutors.

The disclosure was made
not by Mr. Nixon but by his
counsel John W. Dean III
who -has testified that he
was trying to stop the White
House cover-up of Water-
gate and related activities,’
such as. the Ellsberg bur-
glary.

The President has said
that he first learned of the
Ellsberg burglary on March
17, 1973.

In mid-April—a month
later—the President was in-
formed by Assistant Attor-
ney General Henry E. Peter-
sen, who at the time was in
charge of the Watergate in-
vestigation, that the prose-
cutors had just learned of
the burglary. ’

In sworn testimony last
summer before the Senate
Watergate committee, Peter-
sen quoted the President as
responding: “I know about
that. That is a national secu-
rity matter. You stay out of
that. Your mandate is to in-
vestigate Watergate.”

Petersen! testified that
within about a week he and
Attorney General Richard
G. Kleindienst had per-
suaded the President to rev-
erse his order and permit
the forwarding of informa-
tion of the burglary to the
Los Angeles court where
Ellsberg was on trial in the
Pentagon Papers case—a
trial later ended when the
charges against Ellsherg
were dismissed because of
© government misconduct.

Later, sources close to El-
liot L. Richardson, who was
nominated to succeed Klein-
dienst as attorney genmeral
on April 30, said that the
President also tried to dis-
courage Richardson from
pursuing the investigation
into matters relating to the
Ellsberg burglary.

As previously reported,
one source said that Mr.
Nixon “told Richardson to
keep the Pentagon Papers
out of the Watergate investi-
gation.”

Also on April 30, Richard-
son had lunch with former
White House aide Egil
“Bud” Krogh, Jr. who was
named as an unindicted co-
conspirator in yesterday's
indictment. Krogh headed
the “plumbers” unit.

At that lunch, sources
have said, Krogh told Rich-
ardson that he had received
a message from presidential
aide John D. Ehrlichman,
who was indicted yesterday.

“Ehrlichman  said the
President didn’t want any
more to surface about the
Ellsberg investigation,” one
source  has said. “He
(Ehrlichman) was emphatic
that he was speaking for the
President.”

Specifically, sources have
said, the President did not
want it disclosed that the
CIA had provided assistance
to the “plumbers” for the

break-in at the office of Ells-

berg’s psychiatrist.

The sources have said that
Richardson expressed
“horror” and “shock” at the
suggestion that the Presi-
dent wanted a cover-up.

Richardson then discusse
the matter with ‘Assistant
Attorney General Petersen
who told him of the Presi-
dent’s earlier action in at-
tempting to prevent release
of the information,

Thereupon, both Richard-
son and Petersen decided to
comply with the President’s
stated wishes. The message
was conveyed to Mr. Nixon
who agreed that there
should be no further at-
tempts to contain the Ells-
berg probe.

Five senarate snurces,
have said that Mr. Nixon at
no time suggested any other
reason but national security
for preventing release of in-
formatiqn

Within several days of
Richardson’s nomination as
Attorney General, however,
Krogh received guidelines
from the White House stat-
ing that all former aides tes-
tifying in Watergate pro-
ceedings  “are . restricted
from testifving as to matters
relating to national secu-
ritv.”

In his May 22 statement
on Watergaterelated mat-
ters, the President acknol-

‘edged that he directed Pe-
tersen in mid-April to “stay
out of national security mat-
ters,” but later reversed his
decision after talking with
Kleindienst on April 25.

The President has since
characterized the Ellsberg
burglary as “stupid” and
“illegal.” Speaking hefore
newspaper editors in TFlo-
rida on Nov. 17, the Presi-
dent said: «I personally
thought it was a stupid
thing to do, apart from be-
ing an illegal ‘thing to do
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But earlier in his May 22
statement, the President
seemed to voice sympathy
with those involved in the
burglary.

“Because of the emphasis
I put on the crucial impor-
tance of protecting the na-
tional security,” the Presi-
dent said, “I can understand
how highly motivated indi-
viduals could have felt justi-
fied in engaging in specifie
activities that I would have
disapproved had they been
brought to my attention.”

While disassociating him-
self from the illegal bur-
glary, Mr Nixon  said,
“Consequently, as President,
I must and do assume re-
sponsibility for such actions
despite the fact htat T, at no
time approved or had knowl-
edge of them.”

The President’s national
security argument to con-
tain the investigation into
the plumbers was described
in his May 22 statement:

“At about the time the
unit  was. created (July,
1971), Daniel Ellsberg was
identified as the person who
had given the Pentagon Pa-
pers to The New York
Times. I told Mr. Krough
that as a matter of first pri-
ority, the unit should find
out all it could about Mr.
Ellsberg’s associates and his
motives.

“Because of the extreme
gravity of the situation, and
not then knowing what addi-
tional national secrets Mr.
Ellsherg might disclose, I
did impress upon Mr. Krogh
the vital importance to the
national security of his as-
signment.

“I did not authorize and
had no knowledge of any il-
legal means to be used to
achieve this goal.”



