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" Republican. Witiner Dénies”
- Result Means a Vofé of
. Confidence in Kixon

L e

io;  the only Republican--wi
- ner in four recent-special- Con- -~
) gressional elections ‘across the’
- ‘Dition, . cautioned "the national
——<party-leadership today agains
_interpréting his vickory 88
———vote_of confidence_in President
: Nixon.. - - "~ .. ...
“I'm sure the Republican‘Na-
tional Committee will take heart
from my election.ag a sign-
* that Republicans can still be
- ‘elected under -the right condi-
-~ . "tions,” said "Mr. Lagomarsino,
" who won a majority of votes
against a-field of seven Demo-
-+ 'crats in a special election yes-
‘terday-to fill- the seat left va-
_.cant in the:]
e resdional IStz dec e T
..of .Representative . Charles M. ven i Ventura;"where his|voters—reflected -2 mood --of
Teague, 'a Republican who held|famjly has lived for three gen- apathy. Many Democrats had
the office for 19 years.. erations and .operates a large no personal reaction to the
“But I would caution them|whglesale liquor distributor- | Eanait h
not to-interpret it as a vindica- ship, the 47-year-old legislator’s [S€VER can idaies whose names
77 tion- of the President,” Mr.|winning edge fell to a paper-|Were unfamiliar to most local
; Lagomarsino said in an inter- thin 50.4 per cent, in an area|voters. A large number of Re-
view. “I' don’t think he won where he has ‘always carnied|publicans — who have a good
anything in this race.” . by two-to-one majorities. record of participation in local
Mr. Lagomarsino, a Statel “Meanwhile, loca] Democrats elections—sat out. the election
--Senator, - natrowly - escaped|werp frustrafed by the failure|and did not' vote. ’
~being forced- into a runoff by|to- stop Mr. Lagomarsino- at|- There. .was .even . soma_ evi-
carrying 53 per cent of thela time when the death of Mr.|dence that the fuel short-
vote in a district normally con-| Teague and the public concern|age kept voters away from the
sidered safe for local Republi- over national issues presented|polls. Balloting between the
cans, despite a nearly equallthe |party with its best oppor-hours of 7 to 10 A.M., when|
split_ in registration between|tunily in a generation to elect|local gasoline stations were dis-
the parties.. ‘ a Cpngressman from the con-|pensing fuel to long lines of
Attually, his legislative dis-|serviative district, ".  |motorists, was abnormally light,
trict, where he carried 65 per e tould have won here,{a local elections' official “re-
cent of the vote less than 18|and|we should have won here,” [ported.
months ago, is idertical with|asserted Shirley ~ Gitterman,| “And if anyone went to vote
_the :13th . Congressional . Dis-|. — of —the-Ventura—County.| directly fram w. ginline on
" trict, spread over the, farm-|Democrats. “All we needed wasfhour for gas,” he said, “I"feel
lands and coastal ranges of $5,0p0 and 100 more campaign|sorry for the party in power.”
Santa Bapbard ' and -~ Venturd|wor ers, and we could ‘have| Mr. Lagomarsino said he
= ;- Counties-north-of -the-L0os An-|pulled-it-off.”-- ==~ - |would-go to Washington- early
geles.urban sprawl. % She said the Democratic ef-|next week to take the oath of
. His inability to match his|fort] because of the number of |office and start working on ‘a
-~ past” levels of support ainside|candidates who opposed Mr.[strategy for re-election. The
the district, despite tha fact|Lagomarsino, was fragmented,|term he was elected to yes-
that his Democratic opponents|and|failed to focusg sharply on|terday runs only to the end
were for the most part without|the |nationa] issues that have|of the year. Like every “other
political experience, could be|won Congressional seats for|member of the House of Rep-
——-—attributed directly- to the issues|Democrats, in. speoial elections|resentatives, he must run for
—-——swrrounding the national. Ad-|this|year_in Ohio, Rennsylvaniaa neEW_two-year term-in the
ministretion — Watergate, the|and Michigan.

State Semator Robert J, Lagomarsino and his wife, Norma, greeting well-wishers In
Ventura, Calif., Tuesday night. Mr, Lagomarsino, a Kepubllcgp, ‘won seat In House.
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N November elections.

... fuel .shortage -and other eco-| -“The -Democratic . National| However, redistricting’ “has

==~ - nomic-- problems, - Mr. - “Lago-| Conmittee ‘was -pouring=people|created...a. -new..Congressional

marsino explained: - |and!money into the Ohio race, |District for 'Mr. Lagomarsino,

"' “When I made the.decision|and|we didn’t receive any as-|which will cut off some of his

to make this race, I was fairly|sistance, and that could have Republican strength in Ventura

confident that I could win han-|made the difference here,” she|County and add about 25,000

'difliy without the need of a run-[said “I'had to run an-election| registered Democrats, concen-

5 off,” he continued. By "thé|with $1,500 out of my “own|trated mostly around the rela-

Ttime “the firstreturns-'came- in | poCKEL S o e tively liberal. Uniyersity.of Cali-

" yesterday, I wag sweating bul-| The light voter turnout —|fornia campus near Santa Bar-
ets.” about 40 per cent of registered/baga, - - e




