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President Nixon insisted

last night that he did not au-
thorize the payment of hush
money or the granting of

clemency to Watergate de- |

fendants at a White House
meeting March 21.

Mr. Nixon acknowledged, ‘

however, that the tape
recording of the discussion
might be subject to different
interpretation.

But he added:

“What I say is that I know
what I said, I know what I
meant, I know what I did,
and I think that any fair
minded person will reach
the same conclusion that 1
have repeated here several
times tonight.”

He said that his own
words at the March 21
meeting, and presumably
~still on the tape, were “itis
wrong, that’s for sure.”

Mr. Nixon discussed the
March 21 meeting with for-
mer White House aides John
W. Dean III and H.R. Halde-
‘man during a 35 - minutena-
tionally televised news con-
ference from the East Room
of the White House, the sec-
ond in nine days.

The March 21 meeting-is
crucial to the Watergate in-

vestigation Dbecause the

Convers-

g;égop Defer
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that Mr. Nixon had sad ‘it
would be wrong” to raise
hush money.

Last night, Mr. Nixon re-
peated the explanation of
the meeting that he had
made last August in anews
conference. If money were
raised for the defendants, he
said, they would then want

executive clemency and that

could not be done.
“I then said that lo pay

! clemency was wrong,” he

said last night. “'In fact, I

. think I ecan quote it directly.
1 said it is wrong, that’s for

sure. Mr. Haldeman was

< present when I said that.

© Mr. Dean was present. Both

agreed with my conclusion.

“Now, when individuals
reau ihe entire transcript of

. the 21st meeting, or hear the

grand jury that returnedin- - .

dictmemts against seven

former Nixon aides last Fri- -
day focused onit. The grand | -

jury brought a
charge against Haldeman
and raised the implication
that Mr. Nixon may have

perjury

approved the payment of

hush money.

In the indictment, the

grand jury quoted Halde- -

man, the former While
House chief of staff, as tell-
ing the Senate Watergate
committee that Mr. Nixon
had said it would be wrong
to raise $1 million to insure
the silence of the Watergate
burglars. The indictment
charged that Haldeman had
knowingly lied in asserting
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entire tape where we dis-
cussed all these options,
they may reach different in-
terpretations. But I know

- what I meant, and I know,

also, what I did.”

He then said he meant the
whole  {ransaction was

wrong.

In answer to questions on
matters not involving the
Watergate scandal, the
President made the follow-
ing points:

@ He predicted that there
would be no recession this
year and tha, with food and
fuel prices in check by the
middle of year, the economy
would begin to take “an up-
ward turn.”

e He disputed the conten-
tion that Republican defeats
in recent mid-term congres-
sional elections indicated

.

- that Republicans would suf-

fer badly in the regular 1976
elections. . P He said that
he thought American efforts

- would lead fo alifting of the

Arab oil embargo but he de-
clined to make a flat predic-
tion for fear that it might
lead the Arabs o do other
wise.

e He disclosed that he
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