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The Next Step on
Watergate Report

\Vasllimgfon

Chlef IS Distriet Judge
John J. Sirica is expected to
- decide this week what to do
with a sealed report handed
to himon Friday by one of
the Watergate grand juries.
reliable’ sources said yester-
The  h0-paragraph report is
said «fo outline the grand
jury’s ‘conclusion that Presi-
dent
spu*aoy to cover up the W
ergate ‘bugging. It was
Lompamed by a recommen-
dation_that thhe jury’s find
ings, “dnd the evidence s'ap
porting them, be turned qver
to the House Judiciary Com-
mittee considering the im-
peachment of Mr. Nixon.

A source eIloge to.the pros-j; |
ecution ‘Teported that Leo™|

Jaworski, the special prose-
cuter,. expects a ruling from
Siriga today. The judge can
order the report resealed or
can send all or part of itto
the committee. He can also
decide whether 1o order that
the Iepm{ be released pup-
hcly

Sim.a alter glancing
briefly.al the report, had it
locked in a safe in his cham- |
hers.

M., N ixon spent yesterday
al  his  retreat at Camp
David,. Md There was no in-
dication thatl he had con-
ferred. with his lawyers, ei-
ther pelsonaﬂy or hy tele-
phone. .

But other White House of-
- ficlals said that the lawyers
are studying the possibility
of making a formal motion
before Sirica in an effort to
block “the release of the
grand Jury report.

If the White House moves
to suppress the report; the
Judiciary Committee, which
has heretofore been reluc-
tant to involve itself in court
proceedings. would have to
cecide whether to authorize
its counsel,
<hallen°e Mr.
vers m Lomt
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Other Watergate develop-
ments yesterday:

e Vice President Gerald
Ford said in an interview
that he has “‘reason to be-
lieve that Mr. Nixon will
cooperate with the Judiciary
Committtee in providing
documents for its impeach-
ment inquiry. so long as the
requests are reasonaeble.

e John D. Ehrlichman.
one of the seven presidential
associates indicted on Fri-
ay,“said in Seattle that he
was ‘‘not smpnbed" at the
grand Jurv 5 actlon At the

same time. it was disclosed
that five of his friends hal
started a campaign to raise
$150,000 for Ehrlichman’s le-
gal defense.

® Appearing on NB("b tel-
ewswn program *Meet'the
Press.” Senator Robert .C. ]
Byrd of West Vir giniay the
Democratic whip, said the
f’;and jury’s action posed
‘serious implications™ for
the presidency by hringing
the Watergate coverup ° ‘to
the Oval Office” for the hrs
time.
New York Times




