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Vice President Gerald Ford (right) talked to newimen in Phoenix yesterday about the indictments

Phoenix

Vice President Gerald R.
Ford said yesterday that de-
spite the new Watergate in-
dictments, he still believes
the national economy will
dictate the outcome of the
1974 elections.
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Ford read a prepared state-
ment to reporters who ques-
tioned him about indict-
ments returned against sev-
en of President Nixon's for-
mer top aides.

“I got word that the grand
jury had rendered some in-
dictments, but we must keep
in mind that under our sys-
tem of justice, an accused

ndict

person is presumed innocent
until convieted,” he said.

The vice president refused
to comment any further on

the indictments on grounds:

he might prejudice the case.

But he said the economy
was far more to blame than
Watergate for loss of his
home district in Michigan to

the first Democrat to win
the seat since 1310. )

“Having ‘won 13 elections
from that district, I believe
the closure of three General
Motors plants had more ef-
fect than the Watergate is-
sue, although Democrats ex-
ploited both skillfully,” Ford
said. :
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