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A Justice Depart-ment "
study of the impeachment .
process strongly suggests '

that a president cannot use
executive privilege to with-
hold information from an in-
quiry into his own 1mpeach-
ment.

The report stated that in
no . impeachment case in
American history has such
an argument been advanced
to withhold information.
However, the attorneys who
prepared the report . cau-
tioned that nothing in the
study should be construed
“as the department’s posi-
tion”” on any question.

At the same time, the re-
port stated that even in the
trial of an impeachment be-
fore the Senate there is no
clear method by which a
president could be forced to
supply information deemed
to endanger the national se-
curity or the conduct of for-
eign affairs.

“If the President persisted
in his refusal to comply,”
.the report said, “a constitu-
tional confrontatlon of the
highest magmtude Would en-
sue.”

The mfmmatlon was con-

tained in the edited vérsion
of the. final three sections of
a five - part study on im-

Pbeachment provided Aftor- :

ney -General William..B.
Saxbe by his office of Iecfal

Back Page Col. 4

From Page 1.

“counsel. The two parhen sec-

tions; deahng with mlpeach-
ment in general and: ‘the
question of 1mpeachable of-
fenses, were released last
Friday.

The material released yes-
terday did not include mate-
rial ‘'which the attorney gen-
eral described as ‘‘vision-
ary” but declined to further
identify. However, sources
familiar. with the entire
study said that the excluded

More Watergaté news
on Page 9.

portions dealt with such

questions as the subpoena

powers of Congress and the

general question of gather- '
ing information in an 1m-.
peachment inquiry.

“Those items,” said one
source familiar with the full
report, “attempted to draw -
parallels and analogies to
impeachment  proceedings
on such matters as subpoena
powers and were of a more
speculative nature. T ke
were difficult to weigh in ac-
tual proceedings such as are '
now underway.”’

Such questions may be-
co,me crucial to the current
1mpeachment inquiry. Presi-
dent Nixon is at odds with
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee with his claim that
impeachment requires ' in-
volvement in a criminal’ iof-
fefise. The congressional ‘in-
quiry has taken a morelib-
eral view that would support
impeachment for non - crim-
inal conduct.

The President further
clarified his position to: Re-
publican leaders at a White
House meeting yesterday at
which he reportedly said he
wishes to cooperate with the
impeachment inquiry but
only to supply information
that “‘is reasonable and rele-
vant.” : ,

The combination of those
positions could allow the
President and his lawyers to
argue for a severe limitation
on material supplied to the
impeachment inquiry.
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