F:rst News Conference
Of 197 4--He Indicates

Tough F:ght Wli’h House

Washmgton

Pre51dent Nixon declared last nlght that the '
House of Representatives could not -impeach - him 8
-_.w1thout first finding evidence that he had v1olated g

. -criminal law.

“ “I do not expect to beun- .
':_*-'»';peached ” .Mr. Nixon assert- .

"ed at'his first White House

i news : conference .’ in f°“r:.:.-'
" months. - :

H e, r_eltelfated -, that hé
would not resign from office

*and said that, even if the Re-

- publican party should face

' imminent disaster in * ‘the

1974 congressional.elections,

'/ he would finish out his sec- .

" ond four-year term.

. “l want my party to suc-
ceed; but more. important, I
want  the presidency to sur-

' vive,” Mr. Nixon said.

‘The President’s statement

that the Constitution”is’

‘‘very precise” in requiring
proof . of criminal - miscon-
duct before impeachment is
in' direct conflict with the
" judgment of the staff of the
House Judiciary Committee,
which is conducting an in-
. .quiry into Mr. Nixon’s con-
_duct in office,

D S S

Mr.- leon s imsn‘.ion ap-
peared to signal a determi- -
' nation to resist the request

by the House committee:for
any 'ir‘lfolzjmatjon_ﬂllet is no_t

related directly to the possi-
bility of .any eriminal pus—
conduct.

The issue will be Jomed_
quickly. The -staff of the ju--
diciary committee reported- -
ly sent to the White House .
last night a formal request

for voluntary submission of

some 700 pages of docu-

‘ments and: 17 tape record-

ings to be used in the House
mvest.tgahon

- Moreover, the‘chair_man of
the judiciary committee,
Representative Peter W. Ro-
dino Jr. (Dem-N.J.), ‘is pre-
paring to send a second let-
ter to Mr. Nixon, asking his
personal cooperation - in
complying. with, the commit-
tee request.

On other domestic matterq
raised during the 40-minute
meeting with newsmen in
the east room, the Presi-
dent: ;

_ @ Declared that the ener-
gy crisis is over but the na-
tion would face continued
difficulties gefting "a suffi-
cient amount of gasoline.

@ Voiced  confidence,
based on the projections of
his advisers, that the econo-
my would improve but’ said
he would be prepared to pro-
vide emergency aid for
‘‘spotV areas of hardship.

e Said his advice to Re-
publicans running in con-
gressional election c¢am-
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': 'paigns this. year would be to
#. recall that election outcomes.
historically have- -turned -on-
i ‘the:twin 1ssues of peace and ]

‘ i-prospenty

appeared. fo

‘ months

’grand Jjures.

"¢ matter ‘of record” but no

'jury are clothed in secrecy.

g ed
: “We]l I believe 1t’samat—

cial  prosecutor ‘transmitted
a‘request that I testify be-
fore ' the grand jury and on

.+ gpecfully . {declined to do so.
¢ 1 did offer; of course, to

 that - the "special - prosector
" 'might ‘want to submit or to
. fieet’ with him ‘personally
** - and dnswer questions and he
" " Indicated - that ‘he did not
., wantto proceed that way.”

meetings apparently - Te-

to .gevenal offers

_u-aﬁsnﬂtted - through | presi-
-dmﬁal,adviser General Al-

gki *said he has refused.

B “"The President. recapping
the naﬁdn’ energy situa-

Mr Nmon was nervous —

: __,'and seemmgly .short. of
i breath — at the outset of the
i - session. with. correspondents .
: . over national television-and .
radio. But his self-assunance
] grow as he ook .
~—questions-and; -for-the-most-
part,- rephed ‘with ‘restate- .
-ments - of.: positions he - had.
taken over the last several 5

_+ The' President revealed Ior -
-ithe ‘first. time that he-had -
‘been requested-to testify be-
‘fore. ‘one of’ tbe W.atergate-

"."He said" the request was‘,'_

prior announcemefit of such
a.-request. had- been made -
-and. routinely such requests .
to..appear . before a grand .

", :Asked if the special prose-
c'uto'r had, requested him to -
. testify .in“any form and how -
":he; might respond to such a-
request the President stat-_

ter of record that the spe-

‘- constitutional’ grounds, I re- -

“respond  to intet;rogatories_

’I‘he teference to: perSonal _

‘dnander M.: Haig Jr. for Pel'-;_
mﬂd meeting, which Jawor-

tion, said that *“‘we have now -
passed - through that crisis”
with the aidand cmperatxon _
from. the public. i

- The" . major. 'r'emammg;.'
-problem, Mr. Nixon said, is -

~a.shortage of gasoline along .

the East Coast. He said he .

"had seen it first-hand in’his

‘drives : around -his vacation
homeinKey Biscayne Fla.. -

" Mr. “Nixon said that as a.
result of - cooperation. from.
-the American people and the _

consemanon program of the-_

| Mbre Ni)':on ne_iirs e
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government there is “much
better than aneven chance”

‘the nation - couId_ avond ra-

tlomng of fuel..

He said that he would
‘have to veto the energy leg-.

-islation now before Congress

because it would ' merely
“m.anage the shortage”'-'
‘Tather' than get nd ofiit.

A rollback in prices con-'

-tamed in the bill, Mr. Nixon
-Said, “would" not.-solve ‘the
_problem- and would lead to.

shortages that would lead to’
rationing. :

“This we should avmd
This 'we can avoid,” the
President said.

Instead of a rollback in
-prices, he said, the Congress
should adopt his.. proposal
for a tax on windfall profits .
and should relax various en-
vironmental standards.

On the question of infla-
tion, Mr. Nixon said‘it is a
“nagging” problem.

It is Important, he said,to
get to the source of the prob-
lems in the areas of fuel and_
food. ‘The answer is to in-
crease supplies in  both
areas, he said. '

Two-thirds of the increase
in prices last year was in
these two areas, and he said
that the problem could be
brought under control by the'
end of the year,
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